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A LAYMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONS 
INQUIRY 

been a responsible official of a 

Missions Board when ‘“Rethink- 


Had I 


Foreign 


ing Missions’ appeared, about the first 
man to whom I should have looked for 
counsel and advice would have been 


Fletcher §S. Brockman, whose semi-bio- 
graphical volume, “I Discover the Orient” 
(Harper and Bros.), has just answered 
some of the questions I should have asked. 
Much of what is implicitly and modestly 
revealed in this volume I already knew; 
that Fletcher Brockman’s approach would 
be almost painfully conscientious, that it 
would be by the path of love and brother- 
liness, persuasive and not dogmatic, and 
that his power would lie in the affection 
which he would win and the respeet which 
would be the effect of a statesmanship in 
which diplomacy would be skillful, with- 
out duplicity, and at all points Christian. 
Mr. Brockman gives answers, largely by 
illustration, to some of the questions which 
have been raised recently; do the non- 
Christian religions “have values which 
should be conserved? If so, to what ex- 
tent may Christianity supplement them, or 
may they supplement Christianity? Does 
one find in them elements of truth which 
are lacking in Christianity? Will the 
ultimate religion of the world be Chris- 
tian, or a synthesis of several religions?” 
These are significant inquiries, for “our 
appraisal of other faiths means perforce 
a tresh appraisal of Christianity and raises 
questions as to the validity of its: claim 
to a world-wide mission.” 
Brockman’s responses are not given in 


Kagawa Philosophy of Life 
By Toyoutko Kacawa, Distinguished Japanese Christian Leader 


(As told to William Axling, Tokyo Correspondent, N. C.J. C. News Service) 
One of the Most Colorful Christian Personalities in the World, Who Has Just Arrived in This Country, Describes, 5 


The big and potent truth in my philoso- 
phy is possibility. In this world we ex- 
perience not only scientific facts but our 
experience goes out into a world of possi- 
bilities. 

Of these possibilities there are three. 
There is the possibility of restoring past 
values, the possibility of presenting and 
enhancing present values, and the possi- 
bility of creating new values in the future. 

The more we develop our conscious life 
the more deeply will we enter into life’s 
possibilities. However, the more we are 
absorbed with the physical and the mate- 
rial, the less will we enter into a realiza- 
tion of life’s largest possibilities. 

If we develop our instinctive life we 
increase our powers of adjustment to en- 
vironment and situations. Some insects, 
moved by their instinets, are able to at- 
tack their environment. Unless, however, 
they are fully awake they lack the power 
of adjusting themselves to this environ- 
ment. 


Personality and Consciousness 
When we come to personality we dis- 
cover the marvellous attribute of con- 
sciousness. The present and the future 
are harmonized’ in personality. Conscious 
reality and creative ideal meet in per- 
sonal consciousness. 


This wonderful existence of spirit or ~ 


conscious life is the one and only pathway 
to a recognition of reality in this world. 


academic terms of philosophy, psychology, 
or technique; “they are the answers of a 
practical worker,” “from the standpoint of 
experience,’ but their lessons are there 
to the discerning. And while they relate 
almost exclusively to Confucianism, their 
application may readily be made in the 
broadest terms. 

As one reads on he can easily under- 
stand the confession, in the preface, that 
more than once he was on the verge of 
abandoning his career. The difficulties of 
his childhood on a cotton plantation in 
Georgia, his home of old-fashioned piety, 
and his own early religious experiences, 
his change from boyhood opposition to 
foreign missions to his commitment to mis- 
sionary service before entering Vander- 
bilt, and his later stimulus from John 
Mott, Robert Wilder, and Robert Speer, 
afforded significant elements in his pre- 
paration. His first influences, however, 
in accord with the technique of that day, 
put him on his guard against the tendency 
to idealize the heathen world. Indeed 
Brockman entered his field with the be- 
lief that “all non-Christian religions 
should be destroyed root, stock, and 
branch.” The heathen were to be “con- 
quered,”’ in a different sense from that 
which this volume reveals. In fact he 
says that in his special preparation “there 
would seem to have been very few ele- 
ments omitted which would unfit me for 
the task,” together with others that were 
genuinely preparative, including especially 
the “emphasis placed upon the supernatural 
aspect of the missionary task.” 


In October, 1898, he and Mrs. Brock- 


His Philosophy of Life 


Only through conscious personality can 
we have an insight into the reality of the 
Cosmos—the absolute possibility. 

These are, however, but other terms for 
the omnipotent God, who makes it possible 
for conscious personality to come into be- 
ing. The more we open our total person- 
alities to God, the more will we come into 
a realization of life’s richest possibilities. 

The so-called material world itself is an 
expression of God-centered possibility. It 
is an interesting fact that quantum mech- 
anics, with its theory of waves of energy 
as enunciated by Heisenbery, points to a 
world of possibilities as against the out- 
grown theory of casuality. Therefore, the 
science of facts and the life of faith in 
no way contradict each other. 


Possibilities of Tomorrow 


In the material world, with its waves of 
energy, we are more concerned with facts. 
But through the so-called material world 
we have the promise of a world where we 
are privileged to enter the life of possi- 
bilities. For instance we know nothing 
about tomorrow. It has not come into 
reality. Yet we may count on many things 
happening tomorrow. In other words we 
may believe in the possibilities of tomor- 
row. 

It is an astonishing fact that even in the 
realm of pain and distress the God of in- 
finite possibilities enables us to adjust 
these handicaps with the higher plane of 
possibilities. Thus, psycho tye 


possi- 


man with their two year old boy sailed 

for China. Their first impression was the 
threatening sight of European ships and 
implements of war in the Shanghai harbor; 

“the one flag conspicuous for its absence 

was that of China.” Mr. Brockman’s in- 
troduction to diplomacy is given in these 

words: “I had been in Shanghai but a ' 
brief time before I learned that the divi- 

sion of China among the European nations 

and Japan was taken for granted and 
seemed imminent.” He studied languages 

with a Mohammedan. An argument arose 

one day when his teacher referred con- 
temptuously to soldiers. Brockman took 

the ground that China should develop her 

army, to which the Mohammedan replied, 

“We passed that stage in our civilization 

a thousand years ago.” Bay 


The Boxer insurrection is vividly and A> 
realistically pictured. Brockman’s con- cae * 
science challenged him as the dangers mul- ae 
tiplied: “Why have you brought your wife __ : 
and two little children into what may be = 


worse than death?” But the answer was 
found in the words of Jesus. He had been — 
sent to work especially among the literati, — 
but, on arrival at Nanking, it “appeared — 
almost hopeless after the Boxer upheaval. ae re 
“From a critical hunting out of the bad Ss 
to a just appreciation of the good” in 
China, “was a long, slow process,” but — 
gradually the “sense of western superior- — on. 
ity became shaken” and he began “to feel — 
that we foreigners had much to learn from Je 
China.” He learned that Chinese could’ 
be martyrs for a cause, as he visited the | Cal 
mission stations that had been demolished. 


(Continued on page 28) 
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bilities can be so adjusted to niga 
weaknesses and defects as to win the 


our effort to make this readjustment, t 


creative consciousness, re-enforced 
moral power, can supplement the psycho 
gical. ‘ 


Defeat Not Necessary 


If a man is near-sighted he can avail Me 
himself of psychological possibilities and — 
resort to glasses. If his eye-sight grows 3 
worse he ean get his friends to read to 
him. There is never any need of going : 
down in defeat. Latent possibilities orem } 
open the way to victory. 

This marvellous Cosmie conscious love | 
constantly at work readjusting and 
deeming evil in the world is particula 
manifested in history through the life a 
death of Jesus Christ. Indeed, if we p 
sessed such conscious love as characte 
Christ this world’s pain and distress wi 
fade into insignificance. Then even w 
and evil would be redeemed and 
conditions restored. Through this 
ful manifestation of conscious 1 
Christ we have the right to belie 
the God of absolute possibility is 
_ Let distressed souls take ho 
teems with possibilities! My yf 
of love, redemption and creatio 
the fact that infinite possibili 
around us and ahead. As th 
proverb runs, “If one — 
cap ies a better day to sa: 
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THE “MESSENGER’S” CHRISTMAS GREETING 


May the Christ-child of Bethlehem be your 
Lord Christ today; 
May His word of assurance, “Lo, I am with 
you alway,” 
Be your joy and your comfort, forever and 
for aye! —A.M.S. 
een Ek 


THE THRILL OF CHRISTMAS 


A dark, still night; stars twinkling quietly, brightly over- 
head. Shepherds nodding upon a Palestinian hillside. Sheep 
huddled together, resting upon the ground. Suddenly an un- 
usual light appears in the sky. The shepherds arise to their 
feet, startled; the sheep stir uneasily. The shepherds in 
excited voices inquire of each other as to the meaning of 
this unusual sight. They stand in awe and open-mouthed 
wonder. And now this brightest of all stars begins slowly 
to move—it seems to beckon them to follow. And lo! an 
angel speaks to them—‘‘Unto you is born this day in thé 
city of David, a Saviour, which ts Christ the Lord.’ And 
then an angelic choir begins to chant, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” “Let 
us go and see,” they say to each other; and with haste, the 
star as their guide, they make their way to the manger cradle, 
and gaze in excited wonder upon the new-born King. Was 
there ever a thrill so great as this first Christmas thrill? 


Not alone to the shepherds, but to a whole world lying 
in darkness had a great light come. And the thrill of that 
first Christmas night is ours, as we come again to stand 
in the presence of the manger King. The hearts of His 
stibjects know no thrill equal to this. And we thrill be- 
cause no greater gift ever came to the world. 


Since Jesus was born, men have thrilled the world with 
great discoveries, great inventions, the insight into great 
truths, and the doing of heroic deeds. In our modern age, 
youth seeks for thrills in the unusual and unconventional. 
Some have come to think that the greatest thrill comes from 
the doing of the most shocking thing possible. But man 


experiences the supreme thrill of all, when he stands in 
the presence of the Eternal, when he removes his shoes be- 


cause he knows he stands on holy ground, when he realizes 


that the coming of Jesus means “God with us” for all time. 


Let us be thrilled anew as we stand by His manger-bed 
this Christmas time! —H., A. FESPERMAN. 
Christ's Church, Hagerstown, Md. 
a ak Vek 


A VISIT TO THE PLANETARIUM 


As the guests of The Franklin Institute, the ministers of 
this city as well as other invited guests, had the privilege 
of attending a preview of “The Heavens Declare,” a drama- 
tic planetarium presentation of “The First Christmas.” The 
Fels Planetarium, one of four in America, is a large circular 
room with a circular dome. The showing was given in two 
parts. The first gave a view of the heavens as they ap- 
peared at the time of our Saviour’s birth. It was the con- 
junction of Mars, Saturn and Jupiter, the lecturer said, 
that may have possibly produced the heavenly phenomenon 
that the Wise Men followed from the East, and led them 
to, the manger cradle of the Christ-child. The myriads of 
stars, the planets and the rising sun, as thrown into the 
dome from a very large kaleidoscope that stood in the center 
of the room, made the scene very real. The second part of 
the showing was devoted entirely to the events associated 
with the Saviour’s birth. The wonderful Star, startling in 
its form and brilliance; the reading of prophecy and fulfill- 
ment as recorded in the Sacred Scriptures; the singing of 
carols and appropriate selections from oratorios—these to- 
gether gave an impressive and vivid picture of “The First 
Christmas.” 

As the “Adeste Fidelis’ was being sung by the hidden 
choir, lights were thrown on the stable in which were Mary 
and Joseph with the Christ Child and the adoring shepherds. 
Thus ended a very impressive hour in which the written 
word was made very real. : 

“The Heavens Declare” will be shown twice daily until 
Christmas. We wish that every boy and girl—as well as 
the “grownups”—tmight be permitted to see this marvel of 
science and art. The marvel of it all seemed to some of us 
to be the fact that The Franklin Institute, an organization 
devoted chiefly to things scientific, should be led to produce 
a dramatic setting that of necessity would create so deep 
a religious ‘impression. It all helped us to appreciate anew 
the poet Young’s assertion that “the undevout astronomer 
is mad.” The thanks of all who were permitted to be 
present are most gratefully given. —A.M.S. 
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MEMORY HYMNS FOR 1936 


For quite a number of years now the monthly Memory 
Hymns have been an established institution in many of our 
congregations and Church Schools. During the past year 
they have continued to awaken considerable interest, and 
we have testimonies from various places that this custom 
has proved so helpful throughout our fellowship that it 
ought to be continued. Some have found the use of the 
Memory Hymn an occasion for a monthly musical service 
or for an exposition of the history of the Hymn and its 
author. Because many of these treasures of Christian 
Hymnology are being committed to memory by individuals, 
Church School classes and other groups, and because they 
have sometimes brought solace to the hearts of shut-ins and 
proved to be a balm to the weak and aged and the troubled, 
we are happy to continue the practice. A number of Church 
bulletins and parish papers publish the Hymns monthly 
and urged their use upon the people. For all this co- 
operation, we are grateful. 

The Year Book and Almanac, that indispensable little 
volume in the homes of our people, gives a list of colors 
and Memory Hymns for the year. We have again selected 
for 1936 Hymns which are found in both the Evangelical 
and the Reformed Hymnals. For your convenience we are 
giving here the list suggested, together with the numbers of 
the Hymns in the Hymn books of both the “E” and “R” 
groups. 

January—‘‘Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” (E 220-R 260). 

February—“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 
(H:333-R 516). 

March—“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (E 108- 
R 166). 

April—“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (E 125-R 176). 


May—‘Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” (E 140- 
R 219). 

June—“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (E 51-R 420). 

July—‘‘Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” (E 190-R 376). 
Z a eae of My Soul, Thou Savior Dear” (E 388- 

September—‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” (E 
134-R 208). 

October—*I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” (E 298-R 419). 

November—“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 
(E 321-R 475). 

December—“Joy to the World, the Lord is Come” (E 86- 
R 129). 

oS emo 


‘ WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 


“But Hitler is a man of peace. For instance, let us look 
at today’s paper. Here is a speech of Hitler’s. Look—‘let 
him who knows no war, fight.’ That statement represents 
Hitler’s attitude. He knows the curse of war and does 
not wish Germany to experience another.” 

(I was interviewing an outstanding official of the Ger- 
man Church in a city in northern Germany. The minister 
asked that I never divulge his name. He especially urged 
that certain statements of his should never be mentioned to 
anyone. ) 

He continued. ‘But Hitler does not wish us to disarm, 
one reason being that the former Allied nations are loaning 
money to the Balkan States for armament purposes. Ger- 
many fears an uprising against her from this Balkan dis- 
trict.” I was surprised to learn that he was a 100% sup- 
porter of Hitler, but held Reichbishop Mueller in con- 
tempt. “Mueller is overstepping his power,” he said. “I 
say that because he is dictating to the Church and attempt- 
ing to bring us all under his thumb. Hitler is the friend 
of the Church, but not Mueller.” 

After listening to his praise of Hitler for some time I said, 
“You grant then that Hitler has helped Germany ?” 

“My brother, let me tell you of the benefits National 
Socialism has brought Germany. First, it has broken down 
the barriers between labor and capital. Even the Church 
had failed in this respect. Second, it has exploded the idea 
that the purpose of the State is merely to feed the people. 
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National Socialism teaches that the purpose of the State 
is to give to its people social life, digniy and honor. Third, 
it has led the peoptie into a spirit ot sacrifice. Our people 
are now doing what five years ago would have been con- 
sidered fanatical. Before the Hitler regime everyone was 
crying for higher wages. Now all government officials have 
taken a 30% cut and were glad to do it. Consider what 
Labor and Capital have sacrinced for the regime. Fourth, 
it has done away with begging. During the post-war years 
begging in Germany was popular. Hitler abolished all this. 
Fifth, by means of Arbeit Dienst camps and Kraft durch 
Freude Hitler has given the common man a better chance 
to live happily.” 

I asked him for permission to ask two questions. He 
said he would be glad to answer if I kept his name secret. 
“First, do you think Hitler’s military tactics will have a 
disastrous effect upon the world?” “No. The army is not 
there to fight anybody, only to play soldier and shoot at 
targets. In Germany we have never had in our schools, 
as you do in America, the fine sense of sportsmanship and 
comradeship. In this country we find these traits in the 
army training. Under the militia the boys of Germany get 
their real education—they learn how to live. I mean they 
learn etiquette, manners, how to sew on buttons, and how 
to mingle with their fellow-men. Now my boys who grew 
up after the World War lacked military training and thus 
have never learned these good habits. My wife bewails the 
fact that the boys cannot even make their own beds. She 
is a peaceful woman, but she longs for the return of the old 
Prussian military system. My own military training was 
priceless. It helped me develop self-reliance, trustworthi- ee? 
ness, honesty and friendliness. Our military system is a 
pedagogical institution, and therefore I believe in it.” 


A bit perturbed by his answer, I asked the second ques- 4 
tion. “Do you have freedom of speech in the pulpit?” yi 
“Tn a general way, yes; in a specific way, no.” sf 
At the close of our discussion he said, “I can preach on * 
the text, ‘Who is my neighbor ?’, but woe unto me if I dare Py: 
to say who my neighbor is.” —F.E.L. ae 
mec, es 


“ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME” 


The birth of a New Year means so much to us all that = 
we should be glad to study together once again for the 
first month of the New Year that great hymn, “Rock of 
Ages,” which remains one of the most beautiful and help- 7 
ful lyrical poems in the Hymnal, clothed as itis with energy = 
and color, forceful and vivid figures, remarkable rhythm, 
combined with unity of thought and structure and a con- 
tagious sincerity. It has been well said that all this reveals 
good art, that is, beautiful impulse under strict and wise 
discipline. It is in the Hymnal that one finds Christian 
unity—a blessed harmony of spirit far deeper than theolo- 
gical discords. 

The author of this grand hymn, Augustus M. Toplady, 
minister of the Church of England and defender of Cal- 
vinistic theology, is known for his hard and bitter disputa- 
tions with Wesley and all the Arminians, but in this hymn, 
with its fine balance of seriousness and fervor, of dignity 
and tenderness, and with its living prayer for the humblest — 
sinner, as well as for the holiest believer, there is no trace 
of the stubborn controversy or the oft unworthy anger with — 
which the theological opponents of those days berated 
another. Indeed, among the very few hymns that take 
with “Rock of Ages,” there are three others, as Dr. R 
has reminded us, which have precisely the same theme 
are built on the same pattern and in the same poetic mood 
These three, written by authors who differed greatly f1 
Dr. Toplady in their points of view, are “Jesus, Lover 
My Soul,” “Lead, Kindly Light” and “Nearer, My God, 
Thee.” Each of these four hymns opens with the— 
of the soul for Divine help; each reiterates the i 
of human insufficiency; each closes with a gleam of e: 
tion. There are few Hymnals or collections of repres 
tive songs that do not give a place today to “Rock of. 
If you have not already committed it to memory, 
your own during the first month of the New Year 
1936. ne — 
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AN URGENT NEED 


During the last few years we have heard frequent men- 
tion about the recrudescence of Calvinism. There were 
certainly elements in that point of view which needed a 
restatement and a new and higher emphasis. One does not 
usually go to liberal sources to find a plea for the religious 
values of Calvinistic theology.. In the Christian Leader 
(Boston) there is, however, a splendid article by Dr. Fred- 
erick William Perkins with an urgent appeal for a ‘‘Chris- 
tian Calvinism.” ‘‘There is hardly anything that our relig- 
ious thinking needs more today,” writes Dr. Perkins, ‘‘than 
that quality of spiritual austerity that was over-emphasized 
in the thinking of yesterday. It is what is suggested by the 
old Biblical phrase, ‘The fear of the Lord.’ Call it rever- 
ence or respect as more truly expressive of the idea. That 
idea is that the ultimate reality in the world is a Power 
that not only entreats us but commands us, whose immutable 
ways we must strive to understand, to which we must ulti- 
mately conform. The soul of the Universe will have the 
last word. Our splendid freedom, the sign of our divinity, 
is freedom to choose our compulsions. 


“This is no plea for going back to the Calvinistic idea of 
the Divine Sovereignty. It is a plea for fulfilling it in the 
larger thought of God today. God, to be sure, is not al 
despot, whose uncertain favour we must cringingly beseech ; 
but neither is He the elected president of a democracy, 
placed in office by our votes. He is a constitutional monarch 
—constitutional, not capricious, bound by the same laws 
that bind His children, but none the less the Sovereign be- 
fore whose majestic presence we bow, as well as the Father 
in whose enswathing love we dwell. The defect in the old 
idea of the sovereignty of God -was not in the conception 
of sovereignty, but in the conception of the nature of the 
sovereignty. I do not hesitate to say that we need in our 
religious thinking today a Christianized Calvinism, or, if 
you prefer, a humanized determinism, achieving its ends 
through the fully cooperating wills of men—what George 
A. Gordon called ‘the victorious march of the Divine persu- 
asions. The heart of any vital liberal faith must be respect 
for God’s way of doing things. If our way of doing things 
is to amount to anything, it must be allied with that.” The 
emphasis of Barthianism is thus finding support in various 
ways. 

et 


DOCTORS, PLEASE READ THIS! 


Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, pastor emeritus of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle, New York City, paid a beautiful and sig- 
nificant tribute to a beloved physician, Dr. Wm. Hanna 
Thompson, who served for 52 years as a deacon in the 
congregation. We so often hear it said that busy practi- 
tioners in the medical profession cannot be expected to be 
regular and faithful as Churchmen. Though some of us 
have known in our own experience a few great and good 
doctors of whom this was not true, we have perhaps known 
more who were in the habit of using their business as a 
sufficient alibi for frequent if not constant absence from 
the place of worship. It is a tonic, therefore, to hear such 
words as these of Dr. Jefferson in his eulogy of a prominent 
and successful physician in a great and busy city: “He made 
up his mind early,” says Dr. Jefferson, “that a physician in 
New York City can regularly attend divine worship on the 

‘ Lord’s Day without sacrificing his practice. This was his 
theory, and it proved to be true. . . . He also believed that 

a man with many interests and cares could afford to attend 

the weekly prayer meeting. He practiced what he believed. 

How with all his engagements and the multitudinous causes 


r constantly tugging at him, he could keep his Wednesday 
evenings clear, was a puzzle that many of us could never 
3° solve. He loved the Church, because he believed in- Jesus 


Christ as the Son of God.” 


- When a man loves the Master like that, he will find a 
way to do what he believes the Master wants him to do. 
Here is another satisfying illustration that it can be done, 
even in New York; and if in New York, then also in 
- Podunk and Fritztown. 


ou 


AN INSPIRING VOLUME 


THE COMPULSION OF LOVE, or “Jesus and the 
Woman at the Well,” is the title of a new book by Dr. 
Paul J. Dundore, which is published by Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., price $1.00. 

The 12 chapters of this book, each of which can easily 
be turned into a sermon, were written by one who was 
prepared for his task not only by close study of the Bible 
and wide reading of theological, scientific, and literary 
works, but by contact with men and women as a faithful 
pastor for more than 30 years. He knows people, their 
joys and their sorrows, their problems and their perplex- 
ities, and therefore is able to speak, to use the language of 
George Fox, “to their condition.”” He also knows his Bible 
not only as an historian but as a preacher who has found 
in it God’s Word and applied it to the individual and social 
needs of men in the present generation. 

Each chapter, with an appropriate and attractive heading, 
is based on different aspects of the fourth chapter of the 
Gospel of John—the account of Jesus and the woman at 
the well. The thread that binds the different sections of 
the volume into an organic whole is contained in the phrase, 
The Compulsion of- Love. While each chapter is based 
upon a scholarly interpretation of the text, the style is 
simple and clear ; the illustrations are taken, from books and 
from a rich personal experience. His tour through Palestine 
and especially his visit to the well of Jacob enable him to 
speak with the authority of one who has not only read but 
seen and heard. The reader is able to share with him his 
observations and experiences, which give life and color to 
the narrative. The book will appeal to ministers and teach- 
ers in the Church, as well as to parents and children in the 
home. —GeorGE W. RICHARDS, 

President of the General Synod 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
Seas Me 


HOW DEAR TO OUR HEARTS! 

In the Quarterly Magazine of the Alliance of Reformed 
Churches we note the following paean of joy, ascribed to 
“an Australian enthusiast.” It describes with amazing ac- 
curacy the feeling in the hearts of editors and publishers. 
“How dear to our hearts are the steady subscribers 

Who pay in advance at the birth of each year— 
Who pay and require neither prompters nor bribers 
To cast round our office the halo of cheer. 


They never say ‘Stop; I can’t hope to glance over 
One half of the papers that come to my hand :’ 
But rather, ‘I read it from cover to cover 
And wish it came oftener or else could expand.” 


How welcome their checques when they come to our 


sanctum— 
They make the pulse throb, the eye gleam, the heart 
dance! 
We've inwardly blessed ’em; we’ve outwardly thanked 
"em— 


The ready subscribers who pay in advance!” 


To all our readers in the MESSENGER family who can be 
properly included in this blessed fellowship, we hereby ex- 
tend our especial greetings. We want them to know. that 
they add very much to our comfort and joy, and are num- 
bered by us among the benefactors of mankind. And how 
about the MEssENGER for a whole year as a Christmas gift 
to some dear friend? 

ee 
PUBLIC ENEMIES 


In a recent address to the Commonwealth Club in San 
Francisco, the well-known newspaper correspondent, Mr. 
Franklin Hitchcock, made the bold assertion that for the 
past four years “the loan shark lobby” has been busy at 
Sacramento in the effort to “legalize an interest rate of 42 
per cent.” He stated that next in order were the lobbies 
maintained by the purveyors of bootleg liquor, of nar- 
cotics,‘and of prostitution. Here are four powerful lobbies, 
plentifully supplied with filthy lucre and adept in the arts 
of bribery and corruption. Mr. Hitchcock added that, bad 
as these lobbies are, “even more reprehensible are the 
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methods of the employers of these lobbies to keep good men 
out of the Legislature, and to put in weak men’—men 
without sufficient moral stamina to oppose the lobbyists. 
America ts in very real peril while such conditions exist. 
These “higher ups” who corrupt weaker men are the most 
dangerous foes of the Republic. 

Ikach one of these gentry is entitled to special considera- 
tion. Suffice it to say here that it has long been a source 
of wonder to us that the “loan sharks” have been permitted 
to operate with such immunity in our country. Certainly 
a good, healthy house-cleaning of this dirty business is very 
much in order. 

Recently we heard one of our pastors, deeply concerned 
about the welfare of his flock, declare in an eloquent ad- 
dress that scarcely anything today militates so much against 
the economic security, and ultimately the moral and spiritual 
welfare, of great masses of people as the credit system, with 
its concomitants of high-pressure salesmanship, the danger- 
ous instalment plan, and the almost inevitable ‘“‘loan shark’’ 
activities which follow in the wake of spending more than 
one can afford to spend. Christian leaders need to give 
more serious thought to this peril. 

Hie ACD aah 


KINGDOM OF GOD PARABLES AND STORIES 
By “Now and Then” 
The Note Due 


A good friend of a certain man came to him and said, 
“T am in a serious difficulty. I have a note due at my bank 
ten days hence, and because of the demands on the bank, 
I must pay it in full. It is only $100, but I am unable to 
collect my bills. Nobody has money; and if I cannot secure 
it, I will be in trouble.” 

And the man said, ‘You know I would help you if I 
could, but I am almost bankrupt now myself.” 

And the friend said, “I know that. I am not asking for 


a loan. I thought perhaps you could tell me where I might 
get the loan of it.” And the man said that he did not 
know. 


And the friend departed, and the man sat himself down 
and began to think. And it came to pass that on the morn- 
ing the note was due, he still did not have the money and 
he was in great extremity. But presently the postman came 
and gave him a letter, and the man opened it and there was 
a letter and a check, and the letter said, “For the past two 
years we have been economizing by trying to keep our 
electrical apparatus in good shape ourselves, but it has not 
been ‘so good’ for us, so we are re-employing you to do 
your former monthly check-up work for us, and enclose 
check for $100, part Pavnent in advance.” 

And the man said, “God moves in a mysterious way His 
wonders to perform.’ And he met his note and went to 
the big concern and tested and checked up all their electrical 
apparatus, and put all of it in fine shape. And when he 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


A Church Year and My Aunt Jennie 


Here’s another of those Church pro- 
grams. It’s from a preacher I’ve heard 
of before, but I never realized until now 
how brave a man he must be. 

He has set down on paper the subject 
and the title of his sermons for every Sun- 
day in the year, morning and evening. 

He knows, right now, what he will be 
preaching about, what the special music 
will be (I’m not sure but what he has al- 
ready selected the hymns), and what peo- 
ple are expected to be present, on the first 
Sunday night service of next October! 

Two things I want to say about this 
monumental evidence of ministerial sweat 
and planning. 

First it shows more than thirty “special 
Sundays” during the year. 

That doesn’t worry me, much. But I 


CHURCH 


.time and many words in its discussion at the General Synod. 


hope this brother has time enough to get 
more than a smattering of what each “day” 
means—though how he’ll find as much 
time as that needs is more than a man in 
the pew can understand. 

We listeners should be more intelligent 
about nearly all the ideas and movements 
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had finished his work he went to the President of the con- 
cern and thanked him for his great kindness and told what 
it meant to him. 

And the President said, “We were glad to do it, 
although not so soon, but our Superintendent told me that 
the sooner we got you back again the more we could save. 
And he showed me just what we had lost by trying to do 
what we didn’t know how to do right. And I was amazed 
and said, ‘Well, get that man back at once,’ and the Super-, 
intendent said, ‘Couldn’t you pay him fifty or a hundred 
in advance ; he needs the money very much,’ and I decided 
to send you the hundred, eg 

And the man said, “Your Superintendent is one of my 
best friends, and he knew what my financial needs were, 
and I certainly appreciate what he has done for me.’ 

And the President said, ‘‘Well, he went to an awful lot 
of trouble to show me in figures exactly how many man- 
hours of time we lost by doing our own checking-up, but 
I didn’t know what led him to do that work. But now I 
know, and I should have known that he had some good 
reason for doing it, because he often does what seems to me 
unusual things for others, and I have been told that he does 


these things because he belongs to some kind of a society ea 
called “The Sons and Daughters of the Kingdom.’ ” 
sO, lg. 
7 


NO DELAY IN ADOPTING THE CONSTITUTION 


It is pleasing to note that the Committee on Constitution 
and By-laws is recommending that the proposed Constitu- 
tion be submitted to the General Synod at Fort Wayne | 
next June. This is being done after the document has been 
considered and discussed by the Classes and Districts, who 
shall send in their suggestions and changes before the Gen- 
eral Synod meeting. This procedure will save considerable 


Our Church should be just as nearly ready at the 1936 — 
General Synod meeting to adopt, as it might be at any 
later date. No matter if the actual adoption were to be 
postponed two years or four years or more, there always __ 
would be differences of opinion as to many details. We 
cannot hope to wait for a time when a document, so im- 
portant as this one is, could be perfected without any dis- 4 ae 
senting voice from the delegates. 

Adoption in 1936 is to be desired if the required number 
of votes can be secured. Amendments can be in order at 
any time thereafter, if desired. And there will be such 
during the succeeding generation. So important a piece of 
work cannot be made perfect when first adopted. 

In the meantime the new Church will be <. oe 
under a Constitution and will be advancing more rapidly — 
in the complete consummation of the merger, in spirit as well _ 
as in fact. There is so much more to be gained than lost. 
by acting definitely at the 1936 General Synod and sending 
the document down to the Classes and Districts for ap- 
proval before the next meeting of Synod. —CS Ae 


BS 


that the special Sundays are meawtil 
bring before us. Most of them are pa 
the Gospel. 

But unless the preacher knows how 
“toil terribly” he’ll have to give , 
these matters no more than a lick an 
promise, and we shan’t be greatly e 
In my business I’d want to have 1 f 
subjects on my commercial conseience, 
concentrate on them. 

You may remember what E. Stanle 
Jones said about his discovery, after a 
tle while in India, that he was “t fe 
defend too long a time.” a” 

The other thing that this bill of f Fare 
fifty-two Sundays makes me think 
my Aunt Jennie’s housckoepingdil ; 

She was a famous kitchen artist, a 
as a saint. Her Christmas puddi 
just a little better than her str: 
jam, which was perfect, and h 


t of 


DECEMBER 19, 1935 MESSENGER 7 


REFORMED CHURCH 


tasted better then than Fred Harvey’s 
does now. 


She was also, and almost as a matter 
of course, an incurable entertainer. Her 
house was a place of call for all sorts of 
strays, from an always hungry nephew, 
who was myself, to the highest Church 
dignitary of that section of our Church. 

Aunt Jennie never knew from one day 
to another what visitor’s legs would be 
under her table at meal times. The family 
she never neglected, but she could stretch 


There was the wisest part of my Aunt 
Jennie’s philosophy. She knew that many 
a jaded appetite, many a finicky stomach, 
can be completely ruined by knowing 
ahead of time what it’s going to have for 
dinner, 

If I were either a pastor or a house- 
wife, I’d protect with jealous care the 
element of surprise, as a vital part of my 
technique. 


It was played in Palestine in the days 
of Christ, and it was ancient then. ? 

And always it has a peculiar effect. Af- 
ter playing the game for a while, the play- 
find that they are putting 
themselves. 


crs tags on 


Is Self-Preservation All? 
I’ve just seen a set of questions sent out 
by a Church leader a long way from here. 
Ile asks these questions whenever he visits 


her plans almost as easily as she could Name-Tags a Chureh, and I’m told he arouses con- 

put another leaf in the dining table. Do you like to be “called names”? JI Siderable interest, especially among the 
And she was resourceful, too. What she don’t, either. official members. — ; 

fed me was one sort of provender; what But does that keep people from sticking Now, don’t get me wrong. I’m an of- 


she fed the lady missionary from South 
America or her sister-in-law from the big 
city was quite another. 

As I read the catalogue of what my all- 
the-year preacher would be doing in his 
pulpit for every Sunday in 19386, I asked 
myself, “Suppose I had hinted to Aunt 
Jennie that she plan her kitchen and din- 
ing room activities that way, for a whole 
yéar.” 

You might try it on your own Aunt 
Jennie, if she’s still living. Mine has gone 
to the only better feast than her own 
table that my boy’s imagination could 
possibly believe in. 

But I know how she would have laughed. 
I know she would have shown me her pan- 
try, her vegetable bins, her fruit cellar, 
her stores of canned and dried and smoked 
and preserved and salted stuff, enough to 
stand a siege. 

And I ean easily hear her saying, “Why, 
Justus, boy, don’t be foolish. How do I 
know which of the Lord’s wanderers or 
my own friends will be here next Fourth 
of July? And I wouldn’t tell ’em what I 
was aiming to cook, if I did know. I'll be 
ready for ’em, but don’t ask me to plan 
the dinner now. Especially not to adver- 
tise the bill of fare. I’m too old a cook 
for that. It would spoil my pleasure; and 
my guests’, too.” 


tags on to me? It doesn’t. 

I’m getting used to being called “old- 
fashioned.” Because I prefer Bach and 
Beethoven and even Strauss to jazz; be- 
cause I think my father was something 
more and better than a “tyrannical mid- 
Victorian”; because I think we got some 
things worth keeping—as well as some 
others—from the nineteenth century; be- 
cause I don’t believe that history is bunk; 


because I don’t confuse speed with alert- , 


ness or noise with sense or the code of the 
bunch with the code of my own conscience; 
all that and some other stuff makes me old- 
fashioned. 

As for the ordinary tags of the day. I 
get “radical” from Jonas Squeezem and 
“Reactionary” from Billy B. Quick of the 
nearest junior college. 

Corporal—temporary—Grandison, who 
won the war at Fort Myer, says I’m a paci- 
fist; our young people’s society secretary 
calls me a militarist; and at intervals I 
run the scale from Communist to Capi- 
talist, though I’m about as little likely to 
be the one as the other. 

Actually ’m what I’ve been growing in- 
to for a good many years, and most of 
these tags look queer on me. 

The taggers don’t realize it, but they’re 
playing one of the oldest games in the 
world; the game of “Prejudices.” 


’ 


fivial member myself, and have been since 
long ago. So I’m blaming myself as much 
as others when I say that we officials need 
to be interested in this brother’s questions 
—and in a whole lot more! 

The list is as long as some hoondoggling 
questionnaires from Washington that I’ve 
seen; sixty questions in all. 

Of these, forty-two are about how to 
patch, enlarge, oil, readjust, operate, 
strengthen, advertise, and pay for the total 
of complex machinery which a congrega- 
tion calls “our Church.” 

Some of the other eighteen questions 
squint slightly in the general direction of 
the Church’s actual job in the community 
and in the world. Less than half-a-dozen 
look that job in the eye—about ten per 
cent. 

I’ve searched the list in vain to find a 
clear-cut idea of what the Church is, what 
its central job is, and why it has been 
picked out for that job, instead of giving 
it to the City Council, the County Com- 
missioners, the D. A. R., the Rotary Club, 
or the P. T. A. 

It’s been one of my fears this many a 
day that we have Church members in 
droves who have never really asked them- 
selves these questions, and some who have, 
but who are still waiting for the answer. 
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Messages of the Glad Christmastide 
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CHRISTMAS AND THE CHURCH 
Lee M. Erdman, D.D. 


DECEMBER 


supreme gift of the Father, where He 
is worshipped as the Word made flesh, in 
the prayer language of the ages, to the 
accompaniment of noble music, that we 


bri han any other season ; 3 Or : : 
a heeinecliengeate diffuses its spirit in He comes, a king in ermine robes, are given an insight into the glorious 
r ae a 4evhosd who bear no formal re- With gifts from near and far; mystery of our Saviour’s birth. Here 
haem The crown of love he brings, the heaven stoops to earth to bestow that 


lationship to the household of faith bring 


forth fruits of faith at this time. How 
how 


Christ 
God gems with Bethlehem’s star. 


which is most precious and we both sing 
and pray— 


‘impressive and reassuring to see 

p * multitudes who do not celebrate the —Meta Mathes “Q holy Child of Bethlehem, 

| “Christ-Mass” ae ne a paler Descend to us, we pray; 

in charit ood-will and peac 7) Se tam er ny heReHs 
jew aie Piel nae pia uahineth., nat Cast out ou sin and ents} in; 

only “to all that are in the house”, but Shakespeare with beautiful fantasy ex- Be born in us today. 

r its kindly light penetrates to highways tends the beneficent rule of this season e Fittalas tha hacrt’ of tie matter. vtihe 

4 and byways. It cannot be hid. To change nature, when he causes Marcellus to ob- 3) Qonation is repeated in personal experi- 


the figure—it is an overflowing cup. Its 
graces are too great to remain mm the ap- 
pointed vessel. They flow forth to re- 


fresh the world. 


serve in the watches of the night at grim 
Elsinore, 


“Some say that ever ’gainst that season 


ence, even though imperfeetly. “As many 
as received Him, to them gave He the 
right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on His name, who were 


Our well-beloved Will Rogers selected Neate Saviour’s birth is cele- born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 

: as the best Christmas story of 1932, the brated, flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
account of the touching thoughtfulness of The bird of dawning singeth all night This is the theme of the Gospel lesson 

ty _ certain pilots on Bee ayy Sones ax. HOM long: . to which the Church has directed the at- 
ce a Away out on the Escalante Desert be And then, they say, no spirit dare stir tention of the faithful during the cen- 
a i Me tween Los Angeles and Salt Lake is one abroad; turies. The supreme event in history on 
re Ase. of the most desolate places you ever cial The nights are wholesome; then no plan- Christmas Day is an ever-present power 
One lonely ranch, The father died, an ets strike, to transform human nature. Peace and 
the mother and a whole house full of chil- No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to good-will, untouched by sentimentality, 


- dren lived there. 


The pilots took up a 
arse of $80, secured toys and clothes for 
e children and then on Christmas Day, 
ing low, dropped them for the mother 
children.” ; 


eit y 


charm, 
So hallow’d and so gracious is the time!” 


However, it is in the bosom of the 
Chureh where Christ is received as the 


unclouded by earthly fable, mark the lives 
of those who thus worship the Babe of 
Bethlehem in spirit and in truth, 


Reading, Pa. 
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MORE BLESSED 

Dr. Boyd Edwards 
How many times have we Christian min- 
isters used the sentence at the Offertory 
time in our service, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive’? We ourselves have 
learned its truth and it is one of our 
greatest privileges to make our hearers 


sure that we believe it; then they may 
have in their turn the satisfaction of 
realizing its truth. There are many men 
who will tell you nowadays that their 


most real possessions are what they have 
given away to good causes. The satisfac- 
tion that has come out of that can never 
be taken from them. Things they had 
laid up and stored away have gone never 
to return, but enterprises strengthened and 
hearts gladdened and constructive effort 
guaranteed and equipped, all abide as a 
permanent treasure. It is a current real- 
ization of what Jesus meant when He 
said, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, but lay up for yourselves treas- 
ures in Heaven.” 

However, the fact that there is a happi- 
ness about giving does not free us from 
the use of intelligence and real kindness 
in the manner and result of our giving. 
There are many of us who believe that 
some current giving is taking away from 
those who receive it more than the gift 
brings them and we have to be vigilant 
in the use of our intelligence in this re- 
spect. “The Lord loveth a cheerful giver” 
indeed, but I feel sure that He loves still 
better a constructive giver. It will be- 
come us very well to maintain in un- 
diminished strength those agencies of 
which we know within our own denomina- 
tion and elsewhere whose beneficence has 
been dynamie and constructive through 
the generations, They relieve not merely 
material wants but they quicken spiritual 
powers; and “the soul of all improvement 
is the improvement of the soul”. 


Mercersburg Academy 


PLASTER SAINTS? 
By David Dunn 

“Holy Saints in Plaster”! That the 
phrase should haunt my mind just now 
seems strange. More than twenty years 
have passed since that seemingly endless 
night when I heard it first, heard it over 
and over again in French from the lips of 
a poor poilu in an isolated hospital ward 
in Neuilly, as he writhed, demented, from 
a terrible head-wound. I remember won- 
dering, between my efforts to keep him 
prone and calm, just what circumstances 
lay behind the coming of that weird 
phrase to his disordered mind. Was it 


just a by-word of his careless youth, or. 


had he actually been taught to reverence 
the stiff and stony figures on cathedral 
walls, or had the last impression upon 
his sanity been the sight of such images 
shattered and wrecked by screaming 
shells? 

3ut why should I think of this at Christ- 
mas time? A glimpse the other day of a 
department store Santa Claus seems 
strangely responsible, With expressionless 
face and professional voice he was dealing 
out trite nothings to excited children, 
while fulllling his main function of 
drawing shoppers to the burdened count- 
ers behind him. Is this the season’s saint, 
this gaudy yet dingy figure, intended to 
incite the acquisitive instinet within chil- 
dren’s hearts, to press hard the question: 
“What am I going to get?” Ah, now I 
have the Jink across the years, as I re- 
call the treasured red toy Santa, which 
as a little boy I dropped and broke and 
found to be of crumbling plaster! 

Surely our humanity needs symbols, 
material suggestions of spiritual realities. 
But ever thrtatening is the peril that 
these things of wood and tin and paint 
and plaster shall get in the way of our 
true worship of the ever new-born Prince. 
There is a place for saints. In life they 
were men and women of real religion. 
Some of their kind are with us still. But 


when they are turned to stone or plaster, 
when their hair and bones and other relics 
become objects of popular veneration, 
then religion has fled and superstition sits 
in its chair. There is room for Saint 
Nicholas in Christmas legend and fantasy, 
but when he stands between the child and 
the Christ Child, not interpreting but ob- 
scuring, when the path of that Prince 
into the hearts of men to free them from 
the demons that scourge mankind with 
greed and hate and shrapnel, when that 
path is cluttered and blocked by the 
trinkets of commercialism and the gad- 
gets of selfishness, then “Saint Nick” be- 


OUR PRAYER 


Father of Bethlehem’s Babe, Thou 
in whom all life finds its birth, Thou 
from whom each heart must take its 
beat if it would be warm and tender 
in its throbbing for those knowing 
no tenderness, and for whom life 
has become chilled and bare, it is 
toward Thee we turn. Our turning 
is with the confidence that Thou art 
always desirous of looking upon the 
face and into the heart of earnest 
seekers. We seek the truth about 
ourselves; we aim to know that 
which is true concerning our origin 
and our destiny. We would know 
the truth that makes one free. 


Thy answer to our seeking, Thy 
response to our aspiration, is cer- 
tain and dependable as we look upon 
Him whom Thou hast sent to de- 
clare Thyself. Through Him we be- 
come Thy sons; through Him we 
know that Thou art our Father and 
as we remain with Thee we shall 
never cease to be. For this assur- 
ance of permanent life we offer our 
carols of praise. 


As we ponder on the gift of Thy-. 


self in Jesus, we pray that our 
hearts may glow with Thy radiance, 
that our minds may be possessed by 
Thy brilliance, and that our wills 
may be directed only by Thy power. 
In all we would so love Thee as to 
give ourselves. ~ 


Cast out all our sin; remove all 
the stains of wrong-doing; forgive 
us for our share in Thy heart-break; 
make us aware of our responsibility; 
cause our spirits to be congenial; 
give ability and willingness to over- 
come the unkind with kindness; let 
Jesus be King of our lives that we 
may be heralds of good-will and 
messengers of peace; and, by Thy 
influence, may the lives we touch 
learn to know Him whom to know is 
abundant life here, and abiding life 
in the Land where the songs of Thy 
hosts swell in notes divine, and 
where, through the sustaining power 
of Christ, we are ever and forever 
Thine. Amen. 


—Edwin N. Faye, Jr. 
Trinity Church, Norristown, Pa. 


longs with the “Old Nick”, of whom our 
grandmothers were wont to charge us 
with being full. Then, at least and best, 
he and his ilk are “saints of. plaster”, 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


“A CHRISTIAN OBSERVANCE” 
Henry H. Ranck, D.D. 


This is the desire of the editor and of 
every true follower of Jesus touching this 
wonderful Christmas season, when we eel- 
ebrate the coming of God’s “unspeakable 
Gift”. There is observance of this festival 
distinctly other than Christian and, while 
the Church makes much of it and its warm 
radiance lifts and sweetens multitudes, 
all too few, even of professed followers 
of Jesus, rise to a vital and worthy appre- 
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ciation of all Christmas implies. Christ- 
mas was introduced at the winter solstice 
to supplant the old Roman Saturnalia 
festivities; but many of these essentfally 
pagan practices persist. There is a -stub- 
born bent in humans to observe religious 
days on low levels. Thanksgiving and 
Sunday means for many only feasting, 
gaming or even carousing. We see adver- 
tisements of “Christmas cocktails”. Busi- 
ness capitalizes the worthy sentiments of 
Christmas purely for gain. To many, the 
season is one of hurry. worry and tyranny 
in exchanging gifts, which becomes a kind 
of barter. Years ago there was an organ- 
ization called 8. P. U. G.—Society for the 
Prevention of Useless Giving. There is 
still work for it to do. Of course we 
must keep our friendships in _ repair, 
through mutuality; but while the great 
Kingdom causes throughout the Chureh 
languish, from lack of proper support, 
lavish expenditure along these really self- 
ish lines becomes a downright sin, 


Worthy “Christian observance” will 
call for devout worship of the good God 
out of whose loving heart came this won- 
drous gift to man; yet every minister 
knows of individuals, Church members, 
who have a regular habit of Church-going 
—once a year, at either Christmas or 
Easter. Pastor Charles Wagner, of Paris, 
said a generation ago: “There is an enor- 
mous disparity between what we really 
are and what Christmas implies that we 
should be. The contrast is so painful that 
it is impossible not to be profoundly im- 
pressed by it.” Worthy observance, even 
of the day or season, must be backed up 
by consistent, wholehearted loyalty to all 
Christ stands for in His holiness, eompas- 
sion, sacrificial love and redemptive pur- 
pose. . 


Washington, D. C. 


: 
LITTLE THINGS he 
By Ernst A. Piepenbrok ar 
The average person wants to do big = 


things in life and, aspiring to do these, 
fails to take care of the little things 
which, after all, have a significance not 
to be overlooked. 
The other day the writer was calling = 
on a family which, like so many, had been = 
hard hit by the depression. The home — 
in which they lived was not their own; 
the county had provided it for them, 


= 
Their own home, a lovely little cottage, a. 
had long been lost to them. It was an ee 
undesirable neighborhood, and here was  — 
a row of houses that no one, by his own 


choice, would care to live in. My heart 
sank within me on seeing the looked-fo1 
number on the house. But how refreshe 
in spirit I felt when, in response to my 
footsteps on the tumbled-down porch, the 
door opened wide and I was privileged to 
look into the eyes of a man and woman 
whose faith had not been crushed. Here 
was the atmosphere of a real home, clean, 
comfortable and attractive in all its sim-- 
plicity. . 
To the visitor this was just another eall, 
but to this couple it was a call never to 
be forgotten, Yes, just another call, but 
a little thing in the day’s routine of a 
busy pastor; but to these folks it was 
incentive to hold and to carry on till bet- 
ter days have returned for them. 
While in the midst of a conversatic 
the man of the house suddenly heard f 
steps on the porch. Instantly he was 
on his feet. “It is our mail man,” 
he. “You know, a letter or a card 
someone means so much to us now.” 
writer had learned his lesson anew. 7 
a letter or just a Christmas card 
mean so'much to this gallant couple. 
will be remembered during the 
Christmas season. Others shall know 
it; and they too, will remember th 
only with a little thing, a simple 
mas greeting, Stee 


Indianapolis, Ind. — 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS IN VERSE 


ADVENT 


Make low the hills and mountains, 
And every highway clear; 

Prepare your hearts, ye nations, 
For lo, your King draws near. 


He comes, the Hope of Israel 
For Whom they waited long; 

The One foretold by prophets, 
The God-begotten Son. 


He comes, the Great Deliv’rer, 
To break the bonds of sin; 
To be the world’s Redeemer, 
And Gentile nations win. 


He comes, Desire of Nations, 
The royal Prince of Peace; 
To rule where once ruled Satan, 

And sin-sick souls release. 


He comes, go forth to meet Him, 
Your hearts and voices raise; 

Lift high your glad hosannas, 
And welcome Him with praise. 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


NO ROOM IN THE INN 


The town of Bethlehem was crowd- 
ed that day, 

The high and the lowly had taxes 
to pay; 

Now Mary and Joseph had traveled 
since dawn, 

Sought rest in the Inn, with night 
coming on. 


“No room in the Inn,” the keeper 
then said, 

“In the stable near by make the 
woman a bed.” 

Little he dreamed that a King 
would be born, 

With heralds of angels, before 
coming of morn. 


That Wise Men would bring Him 
gifts from afar, 

Their guide to Bethlehem a bright 
shining star, 

That shepherds, watching their sheep 
on the hill, 


Heard the angels sing of peace and 
good will. 


The Inn-keeper grieved when it was 
too late, 

No room for the Christ Child within 
his gate. 

Have we room in our hearts on this 
Christmas Day, 

And gifts for the needy we meet on 
the way? 


—Mary Virginia Noble 


INCARNATION 


To Mary, in the stable, on that 
night, 

When Love was born, it must have 
been so strange 

And wonderful a thing that He 
should deign 

To lie within her arm, that she was 
not 

Surprised, at all, to hear of guiding 
stars 

And angel songs. Yet Mary knew 
but part 

Of the divine amazement we must 
feel 

When once we learn that He who 
made the stars, 

That He to whom the hosts of 
heaven sing 

Their allelujah song, still stoops to 
earth 

To work anew His Christmas miracle 

And to be born in human hearts to- 
day. 


—BElizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


TELL THE STORY! 
B. F. M. Sours 


Shall I tell the Master’s story? 
O the tale is full of glory! 
Joy is weaving songs of angels 
On the bright eternal shore! 
Tell the story—hear them winging 
Earthward, earthward—are they 
singing ?— 
“Christ is born!”—sing evermore! 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


THREE GIFTS 


While there is a Star in the sky 
And Wise Men on the earth to 
see, 
The Light of Jehovah is nigh; 
Then there is Light for you and 
me. 


When there is no room in the inn, 
No snug little crib for a bed, 
Earth is glad to cradle the King! 
And welcome, in Christ, the God- 
head. 


When there lies a blanket of snow 
And folks are all happy and gay, 
Dear memories set the heart aglow, 

Hallow the joy of Christmas Day. 


A Star, a cradle, and a heart 
Whose pulse is tender with the 
love 
Of Mary and her Child—these are 
Three gifts no sorrow can remove! 


—Herman J. Naftzinger 


a 
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THE RICHEST SCENE 


Leafing an album of paintings, 
Musing over them one by one, 
Having notations all done, 
This is the blessing I won: 


Educating the study was 

As a whole and also in part, 
Enriching the sense for art 
And revealing the artist’s heart. 


There was the terraced hillside 
scene, 

Night views with the moon as 
queen; 

The Niagara in winter which fast- 
ens the eye, 

The sunrise and sunset with beauti- 

ful sky; 

Etchings of crowded city streets, 

Parks with fountains and resting 
seats; 

Nature’s mountains and forests, too, 

Of summer and autumn scenes a few; 

Lakes and rivers inviting you. 


I closed the album and shut my 
eyes 
And traveled far to Eastern skies, 
And kept right on until I stood 
In deep devotion, as I should, 
In Bethlehem. 


O little town of Bethlehem, 
So lowly, calm, serene, 
Thou art the richest scene! 


—L. D. Benner 
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“THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME 


JESUS” 
George Albert Snyder, D.D. 
“What’s in a name?” That which we 
call a rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet. These words contain a self- 
evident truth. If at the beginning of the 
English language some other name than 
that of—rose— would have been used to 


designate the same flower, that other name 
would bring quite as much to our mind 
as the name so well known. But the name 
“rose” has associated with it such variety 
of form, color, fragrance, and recalls so 
many joyful occasions, that upon the men- 
tion of its name, innumerable pleasant ex- 
periences crowd into one’s memory. No 
other name can now take its place. 

This is true as to Christmas, brought 
into being because of Jesus. As we re- 
call the appearance of the angel to Joseph 
when he was doubtful as to what course 
to pursue, assuring him of God’s favor, 
the name of the child to be born of the 
Virgin Mary was fixed: “Thou shalt call 
His name Jesus: for He shall save His 
people from their sins.” The source of 
the name and its significance are of vital 
meaning to every Christian, to be empha- 
sized anew at this time of the year. To 
Joseph, these words contained a promise. 
To the Christian they have become a ful- 
fillment, and the good cheer of Christmas 
time becomes the expression of his experi- 
ence. 

At this season of the year, when un- 
usual amounts of various kinds of joy are 
in evidence, even they who have not ex- 
perienced the fulfillment of the words, 
“We shall save His people from their sins’, 
partake of this joy and unknowingly bear 
witness to the fact of Jesus’ birth. The 
world having received the greatest of all 
gifts expresses its joy in the giving of 
gifts. But the giving of gifts without 
recognizing the source of the spirit that 
prompts the gifts, is quite superficial. God 
was moved to make the gift of His Son 
because of the world’s need. Even so His 
followers in Christ, mindful of God’s 
favor, make their gifts because of human 
needs, and join with the angelie host in 
ascribing “Glory to God in the highest.” 

Akron, Ohio 


CHRISTMAS SERENITY 
Cc. B. Marsteller 
The coming of Jesus brought joy to cer- 
tain shepherds and wise men, fear and 


A KING WAS BORN 


There was no room within the crowd- 
ed inn, 

No warm and proper bed on which 
to lay 

A tiny newborn babe; a manger cold 

Was all they found. They laid Him 
in the hay; 

And yet a King was born that far- 
off day! 


There were no rich and costly silks 
with which 

To wrap Him then; the high would 
scorn 

The swaddling clothes; no priceless 
gifts 

Brought they who came, His body to 
adorn; 

And yet a King was born that 
Christmas morn! 


A price was set upon His helpless 
head; 

His parents fled to Egypt in dismay; 
He grew to manhood and, for three 
short years, : 

He loved and served, but walked a 

scornéd way— 
And yet that King still rules with 
Love today! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 
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alarm to certain rulers, and to a host of 
others His coming made no difference at 
all. This is the beauty and tragedy of 
the first Christmas. The Light which 
shone brightly for those who would see 
did not cast a gleam upon others who 
lived in darkness. The same event brought 
peace and brought distress of mind. Peace 
still comes to all who say, “Come to my 
heart, Lord Jesus; there is room in my 
heart for Thee.” 

If we would find this peace which came 
with the Christ Child, we must discipline 
and develop our own lives. Jesus the Man 
found it by the route of stern discipline. 
Other great men and women have found 
it because they prepared themselves for it. 
It is the fashion of our time to count the 
things we do not have, or the things we 
have lost, thus reversing the sage advice, 
“Count your blessings, one by one.” As 
long as we dwell in the land that was, 
and is not, we shall continue to be dis- 
tracted, and peace will. remain a vain 
word. We must repent of this pagan pes- 
simism. We must remind ourselves of 
those blessings which are ours, and which 
no man can take away—physieal and 
mental health, edueation, new resources 
for new tasks, friends and kindred—these 
are prizes far more valuable than metal or 
stone of earth! 

That peace which lay over Palestine on 
that first Christmas, disturbed only by the 
tinkling of the bells or the singing of the 
angelic chorus; that peace which possessed 
the hearts of the first worshippers, may 
be symbolie of our peace. In the midst of 
our doubts and troubles, our distractions 
and uncertainties, we stand again in the 
presence of the Christ Child. We learn 
of Him, we do His will, and lo! the tumult 
dies, the shadows flee, peace has come to 
the world, and serenity to our souls! 


Lebanon, Pa. 
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KING FOR A DAY! 
William Toth 


Certain stories about Christmas have 
wound their way so permanently into our 
hearts that we could seareely imagine this 
blessed season without them. Out of the 
invisible they come, hauntingly at first 


and then with the most realistic preroga-. 


tives, until every character is with us and 
taking part in our holiday program, Dick- 
ens’ “Christmas Carol” is like this. The 
story of the Nativity in tht Gospel of 
Luke is another. Such stories as these 
embody the romance and realism of the 
ideals that entered the universe on the 
first Christmas Day. 

Another such story is that of a lovely 
Christmas poem in Hungarian literature. 
I learned it as a little boy and recited it 
often. Even yet its imagery, like a wistful 
melody, has a way of recurring in my 
imagination every year about this time. 

Couched in utter simplicity, the thought 
of the poet is that for a day and a night 
each year he would very much like to be 
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a king. Even if this privilege lasted only 
from Christmas Eve until the night of 
Christmas, he would be most gratifiqd. 
For on Christmas Eve, just as the stars 
appeared in the crisp heavens, he would 
throw open the golden gates of his palace 
of pearls. He would gather every lonely 
soul there and take every orphan under 
his wings. No one in his great kingdom 
would suffer without some loving word and 
ministration on that day. He would span 
the length and breadth of his land that 
day and with his own silk kerchief wipe 
away every tear, wherever it might ap- 
pear. If only he might be king from 
Christmas Eve until Christmas night! ... 

Now, these are not times in which the 
crown of kings nor their thrones can be 
called steady. Many of us sleep more 
calmly in our own little cottages than we 
could in stately palaces. Yet wouldn’t it 
be a tremendous opportunity to hold in 
our hands the temporal destiny of peoples 
—even for a day! 


That royal prerogative is the wistful 
longing of many a soul in love with hu- 
manity. We cannot help it, but the spirit 
of Christmas awakens in us the deeepest 
human perspective and what wouldn’t we 
give to be able to wield some magie wand 
over turbulent, restless 
change everything to the best? At one 
stroke and not for only one day but for 
all eternity? 


History has had such kings. Consider 
what an impetus the upward swing of 
moral man might have received in those 
expectant days when King Herod first 
heard of the birth of Christ. But instead 
of heralding the event with adoration in 
his heart he was already brewing hist cam- 
paign of terror and blood. Imagine what 
Constantine the Great might have been 
able to accomplish in the way of hasten- 
ing the appearance of a new heaven and 


a new earth, if his conversion had not — 


been a compromise and a bargain but had 


taken on the stamina of a conviction, — 


grounded in faith and courageously spur- 


red on by the consequences of that faith. — 
Or, to shift to a historical scene closer 


to our day, picture what a social change, 
radical in the true sense beeause it woul 


be based on the fundamentals of the hu- — 


man soul, might have taken place in Rus- 
sia a few years ago, if only those who 
became kings had not thrown in their lot 
with irreligion and godlessness and had 
begun to build the new empire on the 


The*robber frosts steal, in the fall, 
Dame Nature’s brighter dress. 


gray, 
And us in bitterness. allt 
But Christmas compensates our loss, © 
Takes o’er the world indoors, — 
And from its cheery heart a blaze 
Of color round us pours. 


And spends his solar rays = 
On other folk in other lands 
And whittles down our days. 
But Christmas comes to brighten 
Our long first winter nights 
And drives away their tedium 
With smiling Yuletide lights. 


Cold winter weather interferes 

With many glad aillures a 

Which fill our lives outside our | 

homes. f j 

Then Yuletide comes and cures 
Our vagrant thoughts and ways. W 

cease 


humanity—to - 


CHRISTMAS COMPENSATIONS | 


They leave her faded, brown, and | 


The sun grows stingy with his light | 
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abiding primal truths of the Way and the 
Light. There was a real chance to liberate 
millions from superstition and economic 
oppression but, it is my feeling, Prometheus 
has remained bound. 

King for a day! What would we do 
with such a staggering power? Could we 
take steps, the consequences of which 
would bring us closer to a social economy, 
in which man would meet man as a brother 
and recognize in one another the divinity 
that is hidden in each one of us? Would 
we banish forever the fratricidal club of 
Cain and compel the ingenuity of muni- 
tion makers to serve rather than enslave 
mankind to the destructive impulses of 
life? Would we wipe out the utter selfish- 
ness of robber barons and set up an order 
of mutual enterprising in those fields that 
eater to the material needs of man? 
Would we set up a tribunal among nations 
where justice, not political caprice and 
opportunism, would reign supreme? Would 
we throw such a flood of light upon the 
new earth and new heaven that mankind, 
enslaved by his shortsightedness and the 
glamor of the immediate, would start the 
grand march on the highway of time to- 
ward the day when glory to God, peace on 
earth and goodwill to man shall become 
the dominant note of all creation? 


What would you do with your royal 
prerogatives, if you were king for a day? 


Hungarian Reformed Church 
S. Norwalk, Conn. 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


Dr. Paul J. Dundore 

The word “carol” is derived from two 
words, cantare, meaning to sing, and rola, 
an interjection of joy. Caroling means to 
sing joyfully. The carol is a species of 
folk art. In some countries the music is 
known as folk songs, in England carols, 
and in France Noels, which means news 
or glad tidings. The first Christmas carol 
was sung by a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men in whom He is well pleased.” 

There is a difference between a carol 
and a hymn. The latter is a more elab- 
orate composition. The carol is more of 
a spontaneous outburst into song without 
any effort to employ the technique of 
music. In its origin the carol was secular 
in its appeal, but later it was spiritualized 
like the Christmas festival itself. Christ- 
mas musie for the most part is the spon- 
taneous outburst of joy; and, as such, 
will not take to complex or involved elab- 
oration. Very few great composers after 
Handel and Bach have proved conspicuous 


as composers of Christmas music. This 
expression of gladness is simple and 
straightforward. This is true of such 


carols as “The First. Nowell”, and “God 
Rest You, Merry Gentlemen!” 

Hymns like “Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing.” and “O tittle Town of Bethlehem” 
also carry with’ them a joyful strain, but 
they do not show such spontaneous out- 
flow of joy and gladness as do the Christ- 
mas earols. Carols usually are pictorial, 
and the language is always simple and con- 
erete. First hand knowledge and experi- 
ence are described without recourse to 
reason or deduction. They were composed 
in the dialect of the people, with refrains 
in many eases, so as to be easily memor- 
ized. Many of the carols were composed 

_by the earolers as they went from house 
to house earoling and, in consequence, a 
number of them are anonymous and are 
handed down by tradition from generation 
to generation. This was true of folk songs 
as well. : 

Carols existed in the form of secular 


- _musie for many centuries before they were 


introduced to the Church. Francis of As- 


» is the man who started the custom of 
singing Christmas carols. In the 11th and 
¢ 


nturies there existed in the Chris- 
ureh a heresy called Manicheism. 


OLD-FASHIONED SANTA 
By Leslie C. Beard 


Holly wreaths and mistletoe, 
Here comes Santa, all aglow! 
Reindeer stamping by the road, 
Santa bends beneath his load, 
Ruddy cheeks and rotund girth, 
Chuckling with excessive mirth, 
Santa scales the chimney high 
And salutes the starry sky. 
On the mantel now he lifts 
Bulging stockings filled with gifts, 
Christmas presents all so fine, 
This is yours and that is mine, 
Lights the sparkling tinseled tree; 
Fragrant pine, sweet memory! 
Restless children tucked in bed 
Dream of Santa’s laden sled; 
Half awake and half asleep, 
How they long to take a peep! 
Prancing reindeer, off they go, 
By the moonlight o’er the snow; 
Santa shouts while taking flight: 
“Merry Christmas!” and “Good 

Night!” 

oe ee 

Gone these happy childhood days! 
Gone are simple Christmas ways! 
Yet returns this childhood dream, 
With kind Santa’s reindeer team, 
Comes into a world of strife, 
Comes into our dusty life. 


The heresy denied the Virgin Birth of 
Christ, and the teachings proved antag- 
onistic to the Church’s doctrine of the 
Incarnation. In order to counteract these 
heretical teachings Francis of Assisi start- 
ed to focus the attention of the people on 
the birth of Christ. In the Church at 
Grecia near Assisi he constructed a crib, 
and placed around it an ox and ass with 
the idea of duplicating, as far as possible, 
the occurrence of the holy night at Beth- 
lehem. The men, women, and children 
thronged the Church, and while the tapers 
and torches burned, the people sang 
hymns. That night the Christmas carol 
and the Christmas mystery play had been 
given to the world. That was in the year 
1223. At first the carols were sung be- 
tween the acts of the mystery plays, but 
later were sung independent of these 
plays. In this way Francis of Assisi suc- 
ceeded in calling the attention of the peo- 
ple to the Birth of the Christ Child by 
the Virgin Mary. 
purpose a number of the pre-Reformation 
carols hymned the praises of the Virgin 
Mother herself. 

Carols were not always strictly re- 
ligious. Many of them were associated 
with the dance. In olden days both sing- 
ing and dancing took place in the 
Churches. Carols were frequently secular 


NEW BIRTH 


Starred with the splendor of His 
might, 
This is for me love’s Holy Night. 


I choose the biding, needful part 
Since Christ is born within my 
heart, 


And Majesty has come to dwell 
In my poor house. I tend it well 


That He may have a cradle-rest 
Soft as a wood-dove’s burnished 
breast. 


Its hearth, lit by the spark divine, 
Now glows with love, a living 
shrine! 


O Holy One, to honor thus 
God-child, in Christ, all glorious! 


—Meta Mathes 


In order to meet his: 


in regard to subject matter and often con- 
tained the sense of humor. This is true 
of such carols as the Boar’s Head and the 
Wassail carols which were often sung as 
toasts on festive occasions. The tunes 
have often been associated with earlier 
profane verse or borrowed from the 
hymnody of the Church. Among the carols 
we find “secular tunes sanctified and the 
sacred tunes popularized.” 

Beyond a doubt many of our Christmas 
customs as well as songs have come to us 
from heathen practices. St. Augustine and 
his missionaries in England found the 
Saxons celebrating a great winter feast 
with much eating and drinking. There 
were barbarie rejoicings in which the 
Christian Saxons found delight. Instead 
of forbidding their festivities he started 
to convert the heathen festival into a 
Christian festival. Step by step they were 
led to sing Christmas hymns and played 
simple dramas illustrating events in the 
life of Jesus. Even so carols were made 
religious by bringing them under the con- 
trol. of the Chureh. Christians said, “If 
people must have plays for Christmas, let 
them be plays of divine mystery and 
miracle; if they must have songs, let them 
sing the musie of the Church.” 

Prior to the Reformation the carols 
characterized much of the Church music. 
The Reformation, however, proved no in- 
centive nor inspiration to earol writers. 
Many of the carols hymned the praise of 
the Virgin Mary in the form of Christmas 
lullabies. Naturally the Reformation 
fathers would be averse to the exaltation 
of the Virgin Mary after such fashion. 
There was a break in the continuity of 
carol singing at the time of the Reforma- 
tion. The Reformers removed imagery 
from the Churches, organs and altars, and 
in many places whitewashed the walls of 
the Churches. This change was more pro- 
nounced in the Reformed wing of the Re- 
formation than the Lutheran. There was 
not only a suppression of the singing of 
Christmas carols but of Chrstmas festivi- 
ties and even of Christmas itself. The 
Puritans in England threatened the very 
existence of Christmas. The spirit of good 
cheer was frowned upon as being pagan. 
In 1644 the Long Parliament décreed that 
Christmas should be observed as a fast. 
The Pilgrims in our own country abhorred 
the thought of joy and festivity to be as- 
sociated with Christmas and in their jour- 
nal we read: “Dec. 25, 1620. This day we 
went on shore, some to fell timber, some 
to saw, some to rive, some to carry, so no 
man rested on that day.” 

The disciples of John Knox endeavored 
to drive Christmas out of Scotland and 
succeeded fairly well. Unto this day, in 
certain sections of Scotland, persons are 
unaware of Christmas either as a holy day 
or a holiday. The ministers, it is said, 
made their wives spin flax at the front 
doors, and the more zealous sent their 
servants into the fields to plough on Christ- 
mas Day, to emphasize their disapproval 
of Christmas festivities. 

These persons repeated Lady Friga’s er- 
ror. They overlooked the mistletoe and 
threw it contemptuously away. They con- 
secrated all the departments of life ex- 
cept its joys and recreations. The Church 
of New England treated the ‘joyful ex- 
periences of life as Congress treated the 
Indians, and with a result somewhat sim- 
ilar. The Indians were once friendly. Our 
legislators banished them outside the lim- 
its of Christian influence, consigned them 
to the society of buffaloes, bears, wolves, 
and rattlesnakes. The Church, far too 
often, has thrust amusement and recrea- 
ton far beyond her pale, resigned the man- 
agement of the same to her enemies and 
exposed her children to all sorts of tempta- 
tions. The suppression of caroling and 
the creation of Christmas mirth was ear- 
ried to excess. As a result the bringing 
of the Christmas carols to America came 
through the Germans and the Seandinav- 
ians, and not the English. 


Many of the carols are based on old 
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legends and may be classified as story 
telling carols. The Boar’s Head carol 
sung by the students of Queen’s College, 
Oxford, is based on the legend of a stu- 
dent who was attacked by a wild boar on 
a hill near the college and with rare pres- 
ence of mind escaped by thrusting a vol- 
ume of Aristotle into the animal’s jaw. 
The Cherry Tree carol is based on a legend 
relative to Joseph and Mary on their way 
to Bethlehem. Mary expressed the wish 
for some cherries from a tree nearby but 
Joseph refused to pluck cherries, where- 
upon the tree bows down and offers its 
fruit to Mary. 


There are tree carols. In this group the 
Holly and Ivy receive most attention. 


“The holly and the ivy 
Now both are fully grown; 

Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the palm.” 


The nature carols deal with birds, flow- 
ers and trees. Often the Virgin is repre- 
sented by a flower. 


“Lovely Lily, emblem of purity, 

He is born of Mary, who is pure as thee. 

Sweetest flowers, O come and in a beau- 
teous ring, 

Spread your lovely perfumes round 
your heavenly King. 

Tiny Violet, emblem of all modesty, 

Show how humble He is made for you 
and me.” 


The Wassail is a very old form of Eng- 
lish carol. The word comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon Weshal and refers to a toast 
in connection with a festive occasion 
equivalent to the modern “Good Health”. 
This was an old-time custom in connection 
with heathen festivals and inasmuch as 
the Christmas festival is largely an out- 
growth, as to its form of observance, of 
the winter festivals of the Druids, the 
feast of the Yule and other heathen festi- 
vals, the character of the Wassails is no 
surprise. These carols were mostly of a 
secular nature, though sung frequently to 
religious tunes. 

Some carols like “The Holy Well” and 
“The Carnal and the Crane” are built 
around the childhood of Christ. Of the 
Lullabies and Cradle Songs, centering 
around the infant child Jesus, there are 
many. They would emphasize both the 
human life of Jesus and also the prom- 
jinence of the Virgin Mother. 

The appearance of the angels to the 
shepherds and the visit of the Wise men 
prove popular subjects for carols. There 
are carols welcoming Christmas and carols 
bidding farewell to Christmas Day. 


“Christmas has made an end, 

Well-a-day, well-a-day, 

Which was my dearest friend, 
More is the pity; 

For with a heavy heart 
Must I from thee depart; 

To follow plough and cart 
All the year after.” 


Caroling was practiced in olden times 
mostly by the French, the Russians and 
the English peoples. In England especial- 
ly the ecarolers would go from house to 
house and frequently were invited inside 
for refreshment. The custom is getting a 
firm hold on the American people. The 
carol singing out-of-doors in the crisp De- 
cember night is on a steady increase in 
our land. In a New Jersey town we are 
told a carol is sung on Christmas Eve be- 
fore every door; the Church choirs are 
divided into groups of four and six and 
in this way the work is done without 
working a hardship on any one. In the 
doorway or window of every home glows 
a Christmas light as an expression of ap- 
preciation to the carolers. 

We often hear the complaint that Christ- 
mas is being eommercialized and that it 
has lost its old-time simplicity. It is the 
time when persons exchange gifts and for- 
ward greeting cards, mechanically made 
and distributed. In many homes Santa 
Claus is the object of supreme interest 
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THE BIRTH OF THE PRINCE OF 
PEACE 


Deep in the hills the shepherds 
watch their sheep, 

When, lo, a Star with golden daz- 
zling rays, 

Beams o’er the Khan where Jesus 
lies; 

They haste to Him ere morning 
ski 


es 

Shed radiant splendor o’er His low- 
ly place 

Or He awakes from babehood’s 
blissful sleep. 


Deep in the heart a mother’s love 
can know 

The holy queen enshrines her prec- 
ious child, 

And happy husband has a smile 

For Sages who in princely style, 

Bow down and worship Him with 
reverence mild 

As they their gifts of love on Him 
bestow. 


Deep in the Time while ages never 
cease 

Thy name shall be, O little House 
of Bread, 

For God’s sweet Love was in thee 
born, 

And love of man begun that morn,— 

And hate and sin and wrong shall 
now be dead, 

For love shall crown the world with 
rest and peace. 


Deep in the world where ransomed 
souls now are 

Who once were washed in blood as 
pure as light, 

The martyrs and all spirits true, 

With Mary and her Joseph too, 

Shall bow before Christ’s shining 
throne of white 

As on the night when Wise Men 
saw His Star! 


—Rev. Wm. Francis Berger 
Jersey City, N. J. 


and he supplants the Christ Child born in 
the Bethlehem manger. 
The Christmas carol is the means of 
bringing back to us the true Christmas 
It helps to transmit good cheer, 
develops neighborliness, and 
good-will among men. Caroling brings true 
Christmas joy to those who participate as 
well as to those who listen. Here is an 
opportunity for choirs of Churches, classes 
in the Church School, Young People’s So- 
cieties, etc., to render a helpful and un- 
selfilsh service in the community. If not 
all the homes can be visited, effort should 
be made to visit the homes of the aged, 
the infirm and the shut-ins. 
homes for the aged and the orphans and 
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similar homes especially welcome the joy- 
ful ministry of the carolers. The Christ- 
mas season should stamp upon the soul 
of man the divine seal of gladness. On 
the first Christmas morning a multitude of 
the heavenly host heralded the birth of 
Christ. It was a time of rejoicing. In 
that chorus heaven and earth took re- 
sponsive parts. Christmas Day is a day 
of joy. We ought to guard against mak- 
ing it such a day of hilarity or frivolity 
as to rob it of its true spiritual meaning. 
Christmas bids us make our Churches radi- 
ant and our homes happy with the glad- 
ness children can enjoy. It is very largely 
a children’s festival. He best uses Christ- 
mas who makes his home so happy that 
his children cannot be enticed from it. 
The singing of Christmas carols helps to 
foster the spirit of Christmas joy and glad- 
ness which should prevail in the home 
and the Church on Christmas Day. “And 
the angel said unto them, be not afraid; 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which shall be for all peoples; 
for there is born unto you in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 
Children who are privileged to hear the 
gladsome and angelic carols on Christmas 
morning are most likely to have God’s 
angels hovering over them the rest of 
their lives. 


Greenville, Pa, 
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A LITANY OF THE INCARNATION 
By Richard K. Morton 


For Thy truth, for great visions, hopes, 
and expectations revealed, in times past, 
by saints, prophets, and leaders, : 

We thank Thee, O Lord. 

For Thy voice speaking above the tu- 
mult, light in darkness, guidance in time ~ a: 
of wandering, reassurance in time of doubt __ “ 
and despair, F Aes ae 

We thank Thee, O Lord. <a = Hy. 

For Thy love which sought to save, — ae 
Thy Word seeking to visit us in our need 
and to dwell with us, . 

We thank Thee, O Lord. rie 

For Thine only-begotten Son, who re- 

deems us from sin and reveals Thyself, 
We thank Thee,O Lord. » F 

In hastening to the manger to adore 
the new-born Babe, to bring our gifts, _ 
and to rejoice in that which is come 
to pass, f 

We praise Thy holy name. a 

In returning to proclaim the glad tid- 
ings of hope and salvation to a needy 
world in troubled times, in fellowship and 
co-operation, ; ‘oa 

We praise Thy holy name. ae 

In striving to follow in His way and 

live in His spirit, ee 
We praise Thy holy name. ‘, SA 

In earnest endeavor to relieve the suf- 
ferings of the poor, the anguish of the 
sorrowing, the remorse of the sinful, __ 

We praise Thy holy name. Bs 

In consecrated, courageous effort to 
spread His Gospel, do His gvorks, and real- _ 
ize Thy Kingdom on the earth, ae) 

We praise Thy holy name. 

O Thou who didst reveal Thyself in “eZ 

Thy Son, Pee 
Incarnate in us Thy spirit. a 

O Thou who so loved the world 

sought for its redemption, ‘ 
Inearnate in us Thy spirit. az 

O Thou who manifested Thyself in the 
likeness of man in the little Babe of Beth- — 
lehem, hope of the world, 

Incarnate in us Thy spirit. — 

O Thou Creator of the world, who 
visited Thy people and bestowed u 
them Thy loving providence, 

Incarnate in us Thy spirit. 

O Thou Father of us all, whose So: 
has been revealed to us the Way, tk 
Truth, and the Life. a 

Inearnate in us Thy spirit. — 

O God and Father of mankind, embc 
Oe ue Son apted sacrifice, and s¢ 
an ing us, ough Him, unte 
eternal and sede es 
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The American National Red Cross—The Mother of Helpfulness 


(This address was delivered at the Annual Dinner Meeting of the Red Cross Chapter of York City and County at 
Hotel Yorktowne, Dec. 9, 1934, by Dr. ALLAN S. Meck) 


Ole Bull, the Scandinavian violinist, 
gave a concert in Paris. While rendering 
a composition his A string snapped. Im- 
mediately he transposed the music and 
finished on three strings. That is life. 
We are companions in suffering, facing 
difficult situations. Many people must go 
ahead on three strings, others on two and, 
here and there, people must finish on one 
string. 

In a complex civilization there is wide- 
spread human misery, following war and 
peace, fire and floods, hurricanes and tor- 
nadoes, pestilence and famine, drought and 
sandstorms, disasters and calamities of 
every degree. 


How Face Suffering 


How shall we face misery and suffer- 
ing? Which handle shall I grip? What 
attitude shall I take? Shall it be the at- 
titude of rebellion? Shall I behold misery 
and feel that life is irking, vexing, mad- 
dening; that life is a farce, foolishness, 
a jest, with no purpose and no meaning? 
Shall I pick up trouble with the same 
handle that Job’s wife picked it up? 
“Curse God and die.” Shall I take the at- 
titude of the poet Byron, blowing the 
bugle of revolt and shake my fist in the 
face of Fate? Or shall I take the attitude 
of self-pity and become a whimperer, a 
whiner, a complainer, a fault-finder, a 
squealer, a sour-ball? Or shall I take the 
attitude of resignation and bow to the 
inevitable, not bitterly, but in wise sub- 
mission? Endure what cannot be changed. 
Accept nature, do not resist it. Or shall I 
take the attitude of insight, courage and 
helpfulness? Analyze a difficult situation 
and see what can and what cannot be 
done. That is the handle with which to 
grip any difficulty or misery or suffering. 
It was the attitude of the poet Longfellow 
when his wife literally burned alive in his 
hands, following the ignition of her dress 
while cutting the curls of the girls and 
sealing the curls in an envelope with melt- 
ing wax. The poet could not save his wife, 
but he could save his reason by translat- 
ing Dante. General John Pershing took 
the same attitude of insight and courage 
when that never-to-be-forgotten tragedy 
hotel fire came into his life. He was away 
on duty with the Army. The hotel where 
his wife and two daughters and one son 
lived was destroyed by fire. His wife and 
two daughters lost their lives in the ecat- 
astrophe. When his father-in-law, Senator 
Warren of Wyoming, telegraphed him, 
among other things he said, “Thank God, 
Warren is left.” Insight and courage sav- 
ed the General. 


At an Eastern University it was the 
custom of the professor when calling the 
roll of his class to have the boys stand 
and answer, “Present”. He noticed that 
one boy answered, “Present”, without 
standing. The professor remonstrated. The 
freshman said, “Sir; I would like to stand, 
but since I am four years old I cannot 
stand on my feet.” What a difficult situ- 
ation! The crippled boy finished his 
eourse and on commencement day the 
husky football players carried him on their 
shoulders into the presence of the Presi- 
dent to receive his degree. What cheers! 


> “Unto us a Child is born, 


‘Unto us a Son is given.” 

Thus the Church proclaims the Christ- 
as message to those within and to those 
out her fellowship. Like the star 


f° 
> 
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Rebellion? No! Self-pity? No! Resigna- 
tion? No! Insight and courage? Yes! 


The Mother of Helpfulness 


Here the mother of helpfulness steps 
in. The Red Cross analyzes a difficult sit- 
uation and decides what can and what 
cannot be done. Insight and courage and 
helpfulness mark the path of this great 
national and international organization. 
The Red Cross knows that it costs terribly 
to love and care for people in misery and 
suffering. The Red Cross believes that the 
need of the weak is the opportunity of 
the strong. The Red Cross through vicar- 
ious sacrifice has written in _ blood, 
“Strength owes a debt to weakness.” 

The Red Cross does specific work in re- 
lieving and mitigating and preventing hu- 
man suffering. It has resources of 12 mil- 
lion dollars, an annual income of 3 million 
dollars, a disaster revolving fund of 4 
million dollars. There are 3,700 Red Cross 
Chapters, 9,000 branches under these chap- 
ters, 4 million members, 8 million junior 
members, 37,000 nurses subject to call, and 
has issued two and a half million certi- 
cates to trained workers, assisting in pub- 
lic health. This Mother of Helpfulness 
does its work in three different spheres: 

Veterans’ Relief—The Red Cross is 
chartered by Congress and its books audit- 
ed by Congress. Its primary purpose is to 
minister to the sick and wounded soldiers 
in war time and peace time. The Gov- 
ernment is generous in its help to the 
veterans of all our wars. It gave nearly 
seven billion dollars to the veterans of the 
Civil War. It has already given nearly six 
billion dollars to the veterans of the 
World War. As much as 560 million dol- 
lars was spent by the Government in one 
year for the World War veterans. Never 
forget that thousands of veterans are in 
need of home relief for whom the war 
will not be over until their misery is stop- 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 


O God, as Thou hast sent a herald 
angel unto humble shepherds and 
hast led Wise Men by a star, lead 
us unto Thy Son, our Saviour. In 
our quest for a Saviour, may we 
come closer to Thee, prepare our- 
selves to teach and exemplify Thy 
Word, and work steadfastly to build 
Thy Kingdom. 

In the light of the Christmas star, 
help us to see Thee and to help ful- 
fill through our discipleship the age- 
old longings of Thy chosen people 
and their prophets. May we not 
come to the manger merely to gaze 
or to give praise, but rather to find 
the answer to our spiritual quest 
and to be prepared to return to our 
fellow-men with new values made 
primary, new enthusiasm kindled, 
and lives so quickened that through 
us the day may be speeded when all 
the earth shall “give back the song 
which now the angels sing.” In the 
name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 


—Richard K. Morton 


Emmanuel 


A Christmas Message for 1935 


hanging over Bethlehem, the Church points 
to Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. The 
words of Isaiah have received a fulfilment 
greater than he knows; for God sent not 
simply a man filled with the spirit of God 


ped by the open grave. The Red Cross 
gives accurate information for Veterans’ 
Relief. It has the record of 6,000 cases 
in York County and just now 542 active 
cases are looked after. It stands ready to 
help deserving war veterans and thus it 
fulfills the purpose of its charter. 


Disaster Relief—During 1934 we had 
128 disasters in the United States. 100,000 
people die annually through accidents in 
the U. S. 10 million people were injured 
in one year. Among these are 370,000 
permanent cripples through accidents. What 
an annual toll! May I recall just one Dis- 
aster Relief project by the Red Cross dur- 
ing 1934. On Sept. 8, 1934, the Morro 
Castle was in flames and 550 human be- 
ings in distress, en route from Havana to 


‘New York. That sea tragedy cost 137 


lives. The liner was in distress off the 
Jersey coast. As soon as the SOS was 
heard the Monmouth County, New Jersey, 
Chapter of the Red Cross began mobiliz- 
ing for immediate service. The Chapter 
has three branches; all joined in minister- 
ing to people in distress. Emergency Re- 
lief was administered to survivors. Nurses 
were mobilized, squads of men trained in 
first aid congregated, canteens were estab- 
lished, ambulances brought to the beach, 
hospitals and houses were thrown open 
for the injured, bodies recovered from the 
sea were taken by special train to Jersey 
City, where a corps of nurses at the 
morgue were ready to treat relatives and 
friends who came to identify their dead. 
This is just one case of thousands of others 
where the Mother of Helpfulness steps in 
and relieves human misery. 


Civilian Relief and Prevention—The 
Red Cross believes that an ounce of pre- 
vention is worth a pound of cure. That is 
why it has thousands of men and women 
taking courses in First Aid, Life Saving, 
Accident Prevention, Home Hygiene and 
Care of the Sick, Public Health, Nutrition 
Service, Braille System for the Blind, and 
encouraging the work of the Junior Red 
Cross. Two and a half million people re- 
ceived certificates, trained-to help in be- 
half of public health, What an educa- 
tional leaven for health! Behold the eight 
million boys and girls in the Junior Red 
Cross doing projects for people in misery 
and distress. Attitudes are caught rather 
than taught. What wholesome influences 
and what atmospheres are created by this 
work of helpfulness! 


Rank and File 


The Mother of Helpfulness solicits our 
interest. The Father of our Country is 
honored and revered. His leadership help- 
ed to found a nation where liberty but- 
tressed by the law is a reality. But Wash- 
ington would not have succeeded had it 
not been for the help of Morris, who col- 
lected money to pay the army; for the 
help of Miller, who gathered tons and 
tons of paper used in making powder; for 
the help of Pessenger, the butcher of Long 
Island, who drove cattle by the thousands 
to feed the army. The Revolution was not 
won by Washington alone but with the 
help of the rank and file who believed in 
a noble cause. The Red Cross ministers to 
misery, suffering and distress. Her success 
depends on the help of the rank and file. 


. 


but the Son of God became man: such is 
the child born to us. 

This Child, so human in His defenseless- 
ness, so utterly dependent in His helpless- 
ness, is yet the focal point of Divine real- 
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ity. His weakness is His strength, for 
His weakness is the artlessness of love. 
Force can always wound love; pride can 
repel it; but love is stronger than death. 
All the world cries out against the In- 
carnation. The world cannot comprehend 
it nor believe it; yet the world cannot be 
rid of it. It haunts the lives of men even 
when selfishness and brutality seem most 
entrenched. It destroys the pride of man 
and reveals the ugliness of lust. It un- 
masks the false security we spend our 
energies in seeking and exposes the brutal 
nature of the means by which we seek 
to attain and maintain our questionable 
success. The Incarnation exposes the hol- 
low pretense, the vain promises, and the 
essential selfishness of the programs put 
forward by the strong and wise men of 
the world—the dictators, the captains of 
industry, the nationalists, the empire-build- 
ers, the self-seeking employers and em- 
ployee, the preachers of utopias and their 
ecclesiastical programs—because it is the 
breaking forth of the divine activity into 
the world. The Incarnation is both the 
threat which condemns all our godlessness 
—our self-sufficient capitalisms and social- 
isms, our imperialisms and our peace with- 
out justice, our self-seeking disregard of 
the welfare of our fellowmen—and the 
event which points to the divine activity 
on which human existence alone depends 
and which alone makes human life liv- 
able. : 

It is to humanity in all its selfishness, 
pride, and lust that the Christ is given by 
God. When we reflect on this fact, all 
the shallow excuses which we use to ease 
our consciences are seen to be what they 
really are, the defenses of our pride and 
selfishness which will not surrender. Our 
insistence that this haunting story which 
we would like to believe but cannot be- 
lieve because the world is what it is, 
namely, a world ruled by brute force, by 
ruthlessly used power, by blind greed, 
which forces us to surrender spiritual in- 
tegrity and compromise the gospel, is only 
so much defense of our own way of living. 
It is our refusal to trust the weaknesses 
of God which are stronger than the 
strengths of men. 


There is much truth in our protests: 
our lives and our world are ruled, because 
they are lived by pride, selfishness, and 
greed. The very attempts of individuals 
to live a better life are frustrated by the 
collective selfishness of men crystallized 
into social institutions, which enthrone un- 
just gains and which perpetuate abuses. 
The efforts of governments to raise human 
life to higher levels of decency are always 
subject to distortions because of the in- 
trigues of powerful individuals. To seek 
for a way out of our difficulties through 
the use of our own powers and abilities 


This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee—Matt. 21:10-11. 
Blessed is the King that cometh in the name of the Lord—Lwke -19:38. 


Will wonders ever cease? When I was 
a lad in school the teacher would fre- 
quently discuss, with the pupils, the seven 
greatest wonders of the world. Among 
them were such incredible achievements of 
man as the pyramids of Egypt and St. 
Gothard’s Tunnel; such natural phenom- 
ena as the scenic grandeur of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado and the majestic 
beauty of the Niagra Falls; and such mar- 
vels of scientific progress as the discovery 
of wireless telegraphy and the invention 
of the aeroplane. But living, as I do, in 
the 20th century, the greatest of all the 
ages for scientifie discovery and advance- 
ment, every day would bring forth an ad- 
ditional wonder, so that -the list would 


THE STAR SHINES ON 


A glorious Star began to glow 
Lo, these many years ago; 
Rich in splendor shining on, 
More effulgent than the dawn. 


This Star arose o’er Galilee 

To light the way that man could see, 
That ample path superbly fine 
Wherein is room for all mankind. 


Men ne’er feel the thorns of sin 
When with Him they walk therein; 
A path He shows glorious to keep 
And a harvest rare to reap. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 
Hagerstown, Md. 


alone is to condemn ourselves to futility. 
We shall not be able to cope with the fund- 
amental and basic question of all human 
existence until we are realistic enough: to 
understand the full significance of that 
question. The question which every man 
and nation must face is the question of 
what relationship to God is established. 
Without that question sincerely faced in 
practical living, all the other questions, 
war, peace, nation, class, race, the good 
life, personality, remain unilluminated and 
insoluble. Wars continue to be fought in 
order to end war; peace will remain a 
breathing space for the nations to raise a 
new crop of soldiers and to perfect more 
deadly weapons; nations, under the genial 
guise of developing a world ¢ulture, will 
continue to frustrate mutual understand- 


_ ing between nations and races and the 


strong, under the very banners of civiliza- 
tion, will continue to rape, plunder, and 
murder the innocent and impotent; the 
privileged will continue to exploit the 
weak for their own profit; industry will 
continue to be a means for the exploita- 
tion of the workers and, consumers instead 
of a means of establishing the conditions 
of economic security for all; this will go 
on until men have made the motive of 
Christmas their motive and organize their 
individual and collective lives so that that 
motive might have unhampered expres- 
sion.’ The drama of the Incarnation is 
re-enacted wherever and whenever the 
Christ becomes the very center of person- 
ality. Then, no matter what the opposi- 
tion, indeed, in spite of opposition, the 
way of life exemplified in Christ is lived 
again. Such a Christ-centered person does 
not complain that the world is not of the 
kind which is friendly to his way of life; 
for, he knows that, whatever the world 


The Sign of Humility 


Who is this? 


HERMAN J. NAFTZINGER 


constantly have to be revised. The fact 
is that the world is so full of wonderful 
things and remarkable events that it is 
quite impossible to count them all, not to 
speak of confining them within one par- 
ticular group or limited number. Conse- 
quently the exclamation, “Will wonders 
ever cease!” was then, and is still, fre- 
quently heard. Which is the greatest and 
most enduring of them is purely a matter 
of individual judgment and private opin- 
ion. 

Of course wonders will never cease so 
long as we are living in a changing, grow- 
ing universe and so long as human nature 
remains as it does—never satisfied with 
its lot or condition. And many of the 


_ Jerusalem was startled by an eve 
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may do to him, his life is God’s lite in him. 
The light that streamed from heaven on 
Bethlehem does not obscure the hafsh 
conflicts, the brutal selfishness and the 
vain pride of human life. Rather it throws 
them into bold relief. The acknowledg- 
ment of the true nature of our lives, strip- 
ped of all pretense and sham, is the first 
painful truth which is forced on us by the 
Christmas story. .That is not all, how- 
ever, which is shown us; else we would be 
driven to the blackest despair. If in the 
presence of the Christ Child we see our 
lives in their stark, naked truth, we also 
see a Saviour, a coming of God to ¢laim 
man to a new allegiance, a new way of 
life. As the Son of God entered history 
in order that he might serve men by 
breaking the tyranny of sin, so we in his- 
tory are called to live as those who are 
not slaves but freemen—free to live our 
lives as the children of God. It is to this 
service that we, who have beheld the glory =! 
of God the Father in the face of Christ, 
are called. So we find our salvation be- 
cause we have a Savior. So truth, good- ' 
ness, and love are wrought into the fabric 
of the world; for God, Who has created eg 
it, has redeemed it to Himself. es 


The fact of the Incarnation is the basis 
of the Christian life. It is the fact which = a 
is the answer to all the cynical objections —=— 
of the world to the Christian life. The 
Incarnation means that a new power has 
entered into history and it is this power 
which is the support and stay of the Chris- 
tian. This power—the power of God Him- 
self—is what is real and what will be a 


triumphant. Therefore the Christianismot = 
bound by self-seeking motives to indiffer- : 
ence to his brother man. He knows the 
inadequacy of the relief made available — 
by federal, state, and city governments and 
will not stop his ears to the cry of human 
suffering with the self-assurance that re- 
lief is adequate or that relief is bemg 
abused. He knows a more excellent way 
than force and so will not lend himself 
to militarism and imperialism. He sees 
his life as a vessel of the spirit of Chri 
and therefore he cannot identify himself — 
with a social order which sets up greed 
and profit as its sole motive. ‘ 
The Incarnation has initiated a new 0: 
der in the very midst of the old. And 
is in this new order that the Christian 
lives. It is an order full of grace and 
power. Those who take the Christ int 
their lives know that it is the new order, 
not the old, which gives meaning and pur- 
pose to human lives; that in the face of 
the Christ Child they behold the nature of “ 
God; that God has come to us and abides” 
with us. Emmanuel! ae 
—The Joint Commission on Christian So-— 
cial Action of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. 
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greatest wonders of the world oceur 
tirely within the spiritual realm of li 

Our generation, therefore, is n 
only one that has ever been aston 
Some 60 generations ago the popula 


spiritual significance of which has 


there was a 
city gate. 
the scene of 
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ing upom a burrow toward the city gate. 
Surrounding Him was a wildly enthusi- 
astie mob, throwing their garments before 
Him and strewing the way with palms. 
He was their unmistakable hero. But who 
was this popular leader? That was the ex- 
citing question. What was the significance 
of this sudden outburst of popular ap- 
proval? Why this spontaneous shouting 
of hosannas? Who is this? asked the 
priests and rulers, who were always wary 
of popular leaders. Who is this? asked 
the Pharisees, who were always annoyed 
by the rabble. Who is this? asked the 
Sadducees and city dwellers who were im- 
pressed by the unusual acclaim of the 
erowd. “This is Jesus of Nazareth, the 
prophet from Galilee,’ replied the crowd. 
And, in the words of Luke, they sang, 
“Blessed is the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

‘A King upon a donkey! Will wonders 
ever cease! Yes, the poor, the forsaken, 
the snubbed and despised, the disinherited 
and exploited, the meek and common folks 
had accepted Him as their King! Had 
he not asked them to join His ranks by 
saying, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest?” They could understand that kind 
of an invitation. Was he not riding to 
victory upon the offspring of a mule, the 
beast of burden of the poor? They could 
readily respond to that kind of leader- 
ship. They followed Him because they 
were humble folks and His sign was the 
sign of humility. 

Several days later, in answer to the 
question of Pontius Pilate, “Art Thou a 
King?”, Jesus Himself replied, “Thou hast 
said, Pilate, I am a King; but My king- 
dom is not of this world, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and My kingdom is 
the kingdom of humility.” To this amaz- 
ing claim the generation of Jesus could 
only reply with the exclamation, “Will 
wonders ever cease!” They could see 
nothing of the King in Jesus because 
they did not recognize the standard of 
humility which is His unfailing insignia. 

We are still seeking for the King! But 
He passes us by because, like the Jews 
in Jesus’ time, we will not look upon Him 
in the robes of humility, therefore we 
can not look upon Him at all. Statesmen 


and diplomats, backed up by huge armies. 


and ldtge navies, have a big ado about a 
warless world, but the nations will never 
behold the Prince of Peace until someone 
humble enough to identify himself with 
the poorest and most helpless woman on 
earth, whose sons are to be fed to the 
demons of war, will take her cross upon 
his shoulders and lead the frenzied war 
makers of the world to the Calvary of uni- 
versal peace. 

Then, too, we are looking for a sort of 
financial super-man who shall deliver us 
from the bondage of a hopeless economic 
wire entanglement. A host of economists 
and statisticians have advanced all sorts 
of ideas and suggestions from inflation, 
reflation and deflation (whatever they may 


How 


_ The first Sunday in Advent is the New 
Year’s Day for the Christian Church. It 
is a time when we can review the past and 
forward to the future. One of the 

beautiful, inspiring and uplifting 
ent hymns is that entitled, “Watch- 
‘ell Us of the Night.” It is based 
mpse which Isaiah gives us, of 
on the tower of a city wall. 
ert, eagerly watching for the 
nly there comes to him out 
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mean) to the millenial dream of Dr. 
Townsend as panaceas for our broken 


down systems of national and interna- 
national finance. The late Dr. Tinley, fa- 
mous Negro pastor of Philadelphia, was 
once asked how many members were in 
his congregation. His reply was “Five 
thousand, good, bad and _ indifferent— 
mostly bad.” So it is with the multiplied 
schemes for the economic recovery of man- 
kind. Doubtless some of them have great 
value, but certainly a number of them 
are theories that can not work out in prac- 
tice or are too costly to be tried, while 
many of them are bad. The best that can 
be said of any of them has already been 
expressed by the words of Tennyson—“In 
Memoriam”: 


“Our little systems have their day; 
They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken lights of Thee, 
And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.” 


CHRISTMAS AND GROWING 
YEARS 


(Suggested by a suburban snow- 
storm scene) 


As silently as falls the snow; 

So come our years—yea, come and 
£0; 

And as the heaps of snow grow 

_ round, 

So grows 
bound. 


life’s volume, thicker 


As surely as the friendly trees 

Submit themselves to  winter’s 
freeze; 

So Christmas draws its visage near 

And warns us, “Comes another year!” 

Lo! in these houses fires glow 

And exorcise the cold of snow; 

The dread of years may us engage, 

But Christmas thaws the frost of 
age. 


Let’s revel then in Christmas Day 
And share its sacred task of play; 
For so are we, if thus beguiled, 
Like Him, the Everlasting Child. 


—Carl G. Petri 


The economie problems of the world 
will never be solved until we are humble 
enough to obey the injunction of Christ 
to the rich young ruler, “Go sell all that 
thou hast, and give to the poor.” 

In the third place, we are looking for 
a superior magistrate who shall enforce 
all the laws against crime and immorality 
and thus make obedience to law the rule 
of the day. Accordingly, the number of 
federal G-Men is increased to run down 
all the big racketeers and kidnappers; the 
State police are multiplied to demolish the 
private stills and close the speakeasies 
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which prohibition repeal did not put out 
of business; all infractions of the law and 
the degenerate business of vice are to be 
prevented by the inculeation of fear. Now 
let us be realistic enough to recognize that 
crime and immorality constitute one of 
society’s gravest problems. But let us also 
recognize that the vile deeds of miserable 
men are usually the fruits of a diseased 
social order, and that society itself, 
through its pride and self-complacency, is 
frequently responsible for most of its 
worst criminals. Thus John Dillinger, hav- 
ing received an unjustly severe punish- 
ment for his first offense, while his older 
and hardened accomplice, who had really 
led young Dillinger into the erime, was 
let go with a mild sentence, became so 
embittered against society that he sought 
vengeance until he became the arch-crim- 
inal of our generation. Let us confess, 
too, that the sins of our modern social 
order such as war, unemployment, the ex- 
istence of slums with their prevalence of 
poverty, disease and degradation, are the 
greatest breeders of crime that we have. 
Thus it becomes apparent that the ecrim- 
inal is really a sick man and that he 
needs, without our becoming sentimental 
over his plight, loving and sympathetie 
treatment more than anything else. Only 
the humility of One, who said, “Let him 
that is among you without sin cast the 
first stone,” is capable of creating a so- 
ciety that will understand the implica- 
tions of the words, “Go and sin no more.” 

Finally, the Lord’s Prayer, as indeed 
any prayer, can be prayed only in the 
spirit of true humility. A petition, how- ‘ 
ever insignificant it may be, always places 
the petitioner in a position beneath the 
one from who it is asked. Such a self- 
assumed position makes for true humility. 
When, in contemplation of our miserable 
social order, we ask God for the coming 
of His perfect Kingdom, how abjectly 
humble we must become! Again, if we 
really expect our debts to be forgiven, 
“As we forgive our debtors,” how dare we 
be anything else but crushed into the very 
ground? God have merey upon the soul 
who repeats the Lord’s Prayer without 
the spirit of repentance and humility. 

On December 18 there arrived on the 
shores of America one for whom the Cross 
is the great reality of Life, for whom 
Love is the law of Life and Humility is 
the way of Life! And he—will wonders 
never cease!—is a Japanese! His name is 
Toyohiko Kagawa! 

Wonders will never cease as long as we 
can look along the corridors of time and 
behold, as we do in Kagawa, the humility 
of Jesus! He was born—not in Japan— 
but in a stable! His name is Jesus be- 
cause He saves the people! He is called 
the Christ because He is the chosen one 
of God! Across the desert of the ages wise 
men have followed Him from afar; in 
every age the common people have heard 
Him gladly. His sign in the heavens—a 
brilliant Star! His sign in the world—a 
life-of sweet humility. 


Far Has the Night Gone? 


gone, Watchman?”, and the watchman 
replies with an answer with a hidden 
meaning: “The morning cometh, and also 
the night; if ye will inquire, inquire ye; 
turn ye, come.” 

When this hymn was written in 1825, 
in England, by Sir John Bowring, the 
Christian world was stirred with religious, 
educational, and materialistic zeal. An 
old order was passing away; a new order 
was coming which thrilled men to look for- 
ward to a coming great day for the better- 
ment of mankind. The great Missionary 


‘ 


Isa. 21:11: Watchman, what of the night? 
Dr. Moffett: How far has the night gone, Watchman? 


Movement of the 19th century was under 
way. Men and women began with vigor 
to fulfill their duty to carry the Gospel 
to all nations. Historians tell us that in 
those years in England and also in Amer- 
ica, there was a great revival in literature. 
Tennyson, Browning, Carlisle, Emerson 
were stirring the world with their works. 
Public education was beginning to take 
shape. Parliament passed its great Re- 
form Bill, factories and railroads were 
building. In 1833 England abolished slav- 
ery in its possessions. New political, so- 
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cial and religious ideas were “stirring like 
wind in the trees,’ and in the Church 
there was new life and vigor. 

“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night,” was 
born of the inspiration of those early days 
and the sincere belief that the Prince of 
Peace, the Son of God, had come. 

The author lived to see his high hopes 
shattered. The morning came and the 
night also. England had its wars and 
America its Civil War. Then within our 
time the morning came again, but the 
night followed in the great World War. 

When that ended we felt assured that 
a new day was dawning and war would 
be no more. But the night is again fall- 
ing upon Europe. Italy is warring on 
Ethiopia by guns and bombs to gain land. 
Fifty-two nations are peacefully warring 
on Italy to compel it to cease its war. In 
return Italy threatens to plunge Europe 
into war if there are signs that she will 
be in danger of being compelled to give 
up her war. In brief Mussolini practically 
says, “Keep hands off or I’ll plunge Europe 
into another dark and bloody night.” ' 


No matter how the war is settled, he 
has already plunged Europe into a long, 
long night of fear and uncertainty. If he 
wins his war, another war will surely fol- 
low later on with England, unless God 
intervenes. If he is defeated, it will mean 
the creating of a bitterness and hatred 
toward those fifty-two nations wlHich 
caused his defeat, which will be satisfied 
only by blood or many years of economic 
battle. 


Japan is taking China by wholesale, 
and, unless Russia interferes, in a few 
years China will be under complete Japan- 
ese control. Germany is armed to the 
teeth, and America is preparing to take 
good care of itself in case of trouble. 


All these are facts well known to you. 
In the religious world there is a slow 
recovering from the materialism and leth- 
argy which has beset it for years. But 
attendance upon Church services is still 
deplorable. Industrially we are slowly 
recovering at such a colossal expense that 
it will require generations to pay the bill. 
Morally, we have made no progress. Cor- 
ruption in high places and low still flour- 
ishes. Drunkards are again being made 
by the thousands. Christian ideals that 
interfere with money-making are being 
constantly assaulted by mercenary inter- 
ests. Putrid literature and many sensual 
movies still infest the land. 

It is a very dismal and disquieting word 
picture I have painted on this, the Church’s 
New Year’s Day. Yet it is a true picture 


50 S55 00 S55 00 5 00 5 00 55 00 S55 00 S55 00 S00 S500 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


oom OO 00 ——] 00 ——— 00 oo ———> 00 ——— 00 ——— 00 —— OTD] 


FORTY YEARS OF SERVICE 


This issue contains a reference to the 
completion of a remarkable ministry of 
40 years in the exposition of the Christian 
Endeavor Topie for the “Messenger” by 
the Rey. Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer. So long 
has he been identified with this service 
that for many his initials stand for “Chris- 
tian Endeavor” Schaeffer. It is doubtful 
if any other religious journal in America 
has had the benefit of so long and popu- 
lar a service in this department. Our 
thanks and good wishes go to our friend 
in abundant measure. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 
Some more Christmas greetings in the 
form of gifts for the Bowling Green 
Academy salary fund. $5 from the Mis- 
sionary Society, Shenkel Church, per Mrs. 
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and the Christian Church needs to be dis- 
quieted, mightily disquieted. Smooth 
things can not be said when things in the 
world are fraught with the plants of dis- 
cord, violence and war. ‘ 

The watchman said, “Inquire ye; if ye 
will inquire.’ We have inquired and the 
inquiry has made plain that we would 
live in a fool’s Paradise if we failed to 
see and realize conditions as they are. 
There has been a moral break-down in 
almost every pliase of our life, and the 
end is not yet, because millions of Chris- 
tians take their Christianity so easily that 
they scarcely know that they call them- 
selves Christians. 

When Isaiah pictured the watchman and 
put words in his mouth, Israel was much 
like America today. The rich lived at 
ease, the politicians were corrupt, the 
pleasures of the people were many and 
some questionable. The poor were kept 
poor. They carried their religion as easily 
as a woman can earn an eider-down cloak; 
drunkards reeled in the streets; the women 
painted their faces, put silver bells on 
their toes and walked with mincing steps. 
In fancied ease and security they ridi- 
culed the prophet who warned them of 
what was going on in the east and would 
inevitably destroy them in time. 

So we live in fancied security. But there 
is no assured security for us while one- 
half the world is at war or preparing for 
war. Experience has shown that over 
night we may become deeply involved in 
the affairs of Europe. I expect it, unless 
we give heed to the admonition of the 
watchman, “Turn ye; come.” Isaiah makes 
the watchman stand for God, and the one 
who asks the question stands for the Jew- 
ish people. It is God speaking to the Jews 
when the watchman says, “Turn ye; come.” 
Three words, but they are the all signifi- 
cant words which apply to all peoples and 
nations which have turned from God and 
wander in the dismal night of their own 
making. 

Turn ye! From what shall we turn? So 
far as the, civilized world is concerned it 
must turn from the old way of securing 
prosperity, by murdering and plundering 
other peoples, to a new way. And that 
new way is mutual, peaceful, fair and just 
cooperation with others to the benefit of 
all. That is the Christian way, but it is 
a way that will be vigorously opposed by 
all those who seek to profit at the expense 
of others. 

Our country may point the way. From 
the beginning of this nation there never 
have been forts and standing armies on 
the Canadian border. We live at peace 


J. Hunter Geigley; $5 from the Y. P. So- 
ciety C. E., St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, 
Pa., per E. R. Butterwick, and $5 from “A 
Friend”—no name, no address. Total $15 
or a grand total of $280. Thanks! Hearty 
good wishes and Christmas greetings to 
all! 
Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. Spe- 
cial. , Just as this item was going to the 
printer, we received $5 from another of our 
dependable friends, Mrs. E. L. MeLean, 
and here is another $5 from W. M. &., St. 
John’s Church, Chambersburg, Pa., per 
Mrs. Anna E. MacDonald. Total up to the 
last minute, $290. 
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Rev. H. N. Auler, from St. Louis, Mo., 
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with Canada, and recently have gone a 
step further in mutual beneficial coopera- 
tion. 

Never can we expect to have world 

peace until the nations adopt the teach- 
ings of Jesus about living as brethren. 
Some men may scoff at such idealism. True 
it is, that at this time the realization of 
such idealism seems like a fantastic dream, 
But there was One who centuries ago sat 
on a hillside by the Sea of Galilee and 
taught such idealism and gave His life for 
it. He had turned from the ways of the 
world to the ways of God and the rulers 
didn’t like His ways, so they nailed Him 
to a cross. But that One still lives, and 
what He taught is still being taught, and 
time has glorified His cross. The rulers 
who nailed Him to the tree are dust of 
the earth. And so it is with the ways of 
men. For a time they may flourish, but 
in time they also become dust, but the 
ways of God still abide. 

Turn ye? From what shall the Chris- 
tian world turn? Turn from a _ world- 
diluted faith in God and His might and Se 
justice, to a firm, pure and unshaken faith 
in Him as the one Supreme Ruler of man- 
kind, through his Son Jesus Christ. 

Now, what do I mean by a world-di- 
luted faithg I mean a faith in God thatis 
diluted by worldly-wise wisdom. A faith 
that fears to take God at His word and 
yields to the so-called “practical, hard- 
headed common sense” of great material- 
istic leaders. + bas 


We have many such Christians. I come my cts 
into contact with them frequently. It is 
this world-diluted faith that accounts for — 
much of the indifference of many Church ~ 
members. It also accounts for the desire 
of some that the worship of God should — 
be more of an entertainment for the people. 
It accounts for many things which kee 9 
the Church so weak in its influence for 
good in the world disorder of today. __ 


“Turn ye; come.” The watchman does 
not leave the traveler uncertain as to 
what he shall do. He says, “Come.” It © 
was the call to Israel to come to its God. 
And that is the call to the Christians to- — 
day, to come to God in all sincerity and 
truth; to come in willing obedience to Hi te 
word; to come in willing service to Him; 
to come in unquestioned faith in His — 
promises; to come with the conviction that — 
His Son will yet reign King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. When all Christians turn 
and come to God in this way, then in all 
certainty a 


“Will darkness take its flight ; 
And doubt and terror be withdnaa 
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Rev. Otto E. Baumann, from Han 7 
Towa, to Goehner, Nebr. 
Rev. Elmer J. Elshoff, from Ada, Ohi 
to 1920 E. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rev. Edward R. Hamme, from D; 
Ohio, to 110 N. West St., Waukeg 
Rey. A. P. Hilgeman, from Da; 2 
to New Straitsville, Ohio. \ 
Rev. H. Juergens, Em., from 4506 
130th St., to 13105 Highlandview — 
Cleveland, Ohio. A 
Rey. O. B. Michael, from Edi 
to Box 98, Newton, N.C. | 5) 
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Rev. K. L. Schneide 
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“ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME” 


Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 


Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfil Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou muSt save, and Thou alone. 


Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Vile, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 


While I draw this fleeting breath, 
- When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 


—S>S= 


Rey. Hans Zumstein, Em., from R. F. D. 
1, Lakewood Sub-Div., to R. F. D. 6, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 


Lie. Alvin J. Forry was unanimously 
elected to the pastorate of Grace Church, 
Sharpsville, Pa., on Dec. 1. He has ac- 
cepted the call and will be ordained and 
installed within the very near future. 


In Immanuel Church, Indianapolis, Ind., 
Rev. H. F. Weckmueller, pastor, a special 
‘ offering will be taken at Christmas service, 
 ~ Dee. 22, for the Ft. Wayne Orphans’ Home. 
A dawn service will be held Christmas at 

f 6.30 A. M. 


E Home Mission Day receipts to December 
rn 16 were $7,569.98. This amount is being 
distributed to the Home Missionaries this 
£ week on the back salary due them. All 
Gs congregations and Sunday Schools are ask- 
___ ed to send their special offerings in prompt- 
oe ly so that these Missionaries may receive, 
; in part at least, what is due them. 

Y In Trinity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. 
‘ Nevin Kerst, pastor, Christmas will be 
--—s observed with 4 services Dec. 22. There 
r will be carol singing Christmas Eve for 
the sick and shut-ins. On Christmas Day, 
junior and senior choir will hold musical 


and worship at 7 A. M. All special offer- 
- ings will be given to the Ft. Wayne Or- 

_ phans’ Home. 

r, Philadelphia Classis is making notable 

_-—s«éprogress in the payment of its Apportion- 


A ments for 1935. By the first of December, 


i 5 eongregations has paid in full, or over- 
paid, and 3 others had almost reached the 
‘minimum goal. 61% of the Apportion- 


ment had been paid, which is an increase 
of $600 over the first 11 months of last 
year. 


Rey. Addison H. Groff of the Boons- 
oro, Md., Charge and Rev. Harvey S. 
Shue of the Adamstown Charge were even- 
ing speakers at annual district Sunday 
School Convention held at New Market, 
_Md., Thursday, Dec. 5. Both pastors are 
_ officers of the Maryland-Delaware Council 
of Religious Edycation. 


The Kingdom Service Committee of In- 


_ dianapolis Classis, in its Stewardship Bul- 
: ke tin issued Dec. 1, announced that two 
_ egations had already paid their Ap- 
ments in full and two others had 
r succeeded. Carrollton Avenue 
h, Indianapolis, of which the Chair- 
the Committee, Dr. E. G. Homrig- 
n is pastor, has paid a substantial 
ver its Apportionment. The Classis 

le is 7% ahead of the correspond- 

of last year. 
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friend who knows the need has offered to 
donate in cash 80c for every dollar secur- 
ed for the debt before Dec. 25. This is 
fine, and we hope they succeed, for after 
the debt is paid, the congregation will be 
ready to start their new building project. 
At present they have only the Sunday 
School building in which to conduct wor- 
ship services, and a Church building is 
urgently needed. 


The congregations and Classes seem to 
have a genuine interest at this season in 
the support of the denominational work. 
They have been working in its behalf 
during 1936 through the Kingdom Roll 
Calls that have been made throughout the 
Church. In these closing weeks of the 
year, they are making earnest efforts to 
pay their Apportionments in full. Prompt 
remittances, so that the last monies for 
the current year are in hands of the 
Boards not later than Jan. 7, will insure 
inclusion in the announcements that will 
be made shortly after that date. 


The new Zion Church, Norwood, O., Rev. 
Ben M. Herbster, pastor, was dedicated 
Dee. 1. It is a beautiful structure and 
reflects much credit upon pastor and peo- 
ple. The building committee consisted of 
Henry Portman, Dr. William H. Rohden- 
burg, Frederick F. Brandhorst, Mrs. Fred- 
erick Hoelscher, Mrs. John Bauer, George 
Nevin Hartman, and Henry J. Ramp. The 
building is constructed of limestone and 
the roof is covered with hand-made tiles. 
The souvenir programs announcing the 
dedication and fully illustrating the his- 
tory of this congregation are very artistic 
and complete. 


Friends will be interested by this word 
from our faithful missionary, Rev. J. F. 
Bucher, to Secretary Casselman: “The local 
postmaster tells us that it will cost us 20¢ 
per letter to send Christmas cards to Amer- 
ica in envelopes. At that rate we cannot 
afford to send them. Therefore, we are 
including Christmas wishes in our letters, 
from time to time. Please extend my best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all the members of your 


office force, to Mr. Poorman, to yourself, 


and all our other friends around the Schaff 
Building.” We are sure Mr. and Mrs. Bu- 
cher would be pleased to hear from their 
many friends. 


“The Candle Lighting’, a Christmas ser- 
vice, was presented by 12 young people, 
assisted by the junior choir and the or- 
gan, on Sunday evening, Dec. 15, in First 
Church, Canton, O., Dr. R. W. Blemker, 
pastor. The choirs will sing Christmas 
music on Christmas Day at 7 A. M. 

Rev. Edward R. Hamme, formerly pro- 
fessor of Old Testament Languages and 
Literature in Central Theological Semi- 
nary, and in recent months supply pastor 
of the Corinth Boulevard-Hawkers 
Churches in Dayton, O., has accepted a 
eall to the St. John’s Church, Waukegan, 
Til. 


The young people of Trinity Church, 
Boonsboro, Md., Rev. Addison H. Groff, 
pastor, conducted evening Church service, 
Nov. 10. The sermon was delivered by 
Rey. John 8. Adam of Middletown. At 
the close of the service the congregation 
assembled in the social room and held a 
fellowship hour, partaking of refreshments 
served by the young people and viewing 
the moving pictures of Camp Hancock 
shown by Rev. Harvey S. Shue. On Dee. 1 
the young people met for discussion and 
worship and laid plans for a “Peace Meet- 
ing” on Dec. 29, at which time a peace 
play will be given. In January they will 
conduct another regular Sunday evening 
Church service. 


In Salem Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Dr. 
J. N. LeVan, pastor, the Kingdom Roll 
Call was observed Dec. 15 under the direc- 
tion of Elder J. William Bowman, who 
planned for 10 teams of 10 members each. 
At the morning worship the workers were 
consecrated and went forth in pairs. The 
members were asked to remain at home 


THE REV. 
CHARLES A. SANTEE, D.D. 


Another revered name must be re- 
moved from the roll of ministers of 
our Church by reason of the sudden 
home-going, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 
of our dear friend, Dr. Charles A. 
Santee, 79, of Ft. Washington, Pa. 
The editor cherishes a brotherly letter 
received from Dr. Santee just about 
a day before the news of his passing 
saddened his many friends. In that 


letter he said he felt he was recover- 
ing from a bad cold, bordering on 


pneumonia, and he enclosed a gift 
he had received for Bowling Green 
Academy. He was a member of 
Synod’s Committee on that work, 
and always deeply interested in its 
success. Dr. Santee is survived by 
his devoted wife. The service was 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Ft. Wash- 
ington, on Dec. 15, the pastor, Rev. 
R. L. Holland, being assisted by Drs. 
A. M. Schmidt and Chas. E. Schaef- 
fer. On Dec. 16 the remains were 
removed to Sharpsburg, Md., where 
further services were held and inter- 
ment made. A fuller account of his 
life and labors will appear later. 


in the afternoon to meet the visitors. Can- 
vassers and members were urged to at- 
tend the evening worship, and at the close 
of the service all repaired to the Social 
Hall, where the reports of the Roll Call 
were made and a social hour of real fel- 
lowship enjoyed. Dr. Robert Abernethy, 
superintendent of the Harrisburg schools, 
spoke at the meeting of the Men’s Club 
on Dee, 12. 


- Zion Church, Charlesville, near Fred- 
erick, Md., Rev. S. R. Kresge, pastor, ob- 
served Church Paper Day in October with 
the encouraging result that there are now 
11 “Messengers” coming into the congre- 
gation each week where there were 2 be- 
fore. Annual pre-Christmas candlelight 
service was held Nov. 24 with a large at- 
tendance. An appropriate message was de- 
livered by Rev. George K. Ely of the Mt. 
Pleasant Charge. Ladies’ Aid Society re- 
cently purchased the community school 
house (closed by consolidation), the con- 
sideration being $175. The building is be- 
ing used as a parish house. Annual Christ- 
mas cantata by the S. S. is scheduled for 
the evening of Dec. 26, the offering, as 
has always been the custom in this con- 
gregation, to be given to the Hoffman 
Orphanage. 


More than 50 young people from Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania met at Baker 
Camp, Braddock Heights, Md., on Noy. 29, 
for discussion and worship. The young 
folks, most of whom had attended Camp 
Hancock the past two summers, were 
guests of the Intermediate C. E. Society 
of Christ Church, Middletown, Md. They 
have laid plans for a permanent organ- 
ization which will be formally launched at 
a meeting to be held at Walkersville, Md., 
next spring. A plan of self-development 
was presented for individual use, ineclud- 
ing the reading of worthwhile books, 
Church attendance and support, ete., and 
a special commitment service was held for 
the first time, and its use recommended in 
loeal groups. 


A course in religious music was given 
for the first time in Washington County 
in connection with Boonsboro Leadership 
Training School this year, of which Rev. 
Addison H. Groff has been dean for 4 
years. 75 were enrolled in the school, of 
whom 30 were in the music course. At 
the close of the school a desire was ex- 
pressed for more instruction in Church mu- 
sic, and as a result the Boonsboro Choral 
Society was formed. 35 members from all 
Churches in the community are enrolled in 
the Society, of which Mrs. Groff is presi- 


dent. Prof. Raymond K. Hollinger of 
Hagerstown, Md., a graduate of the West- 
minster School, is the instructor. The 
Society sang in publie for the first time 


at the community Thanksgiving service 
held in Trinity Church, Boonsboro. 
First Church, Bellaire, O., Rev. Daniel 


Gress, pastor, has had a busy autumn sea- 
son. Annual Harvest Home service was 
held in September. Aside from Easter, 
this is the largest festival of the year in 
this Church and there was a fine display 
of grains, fruits, vegetables, plants and 
flowers. Rally Day was observed Oct. 6 
with a large attendance. Autumn Com- 
munion was held in October and Thank 
Offering services in November with of- 
fering of over $160. Kingdom Roll Call 
was made Noy. 24 with about 26 can- 
vassers visiting members after a brief de- 
votional service. Christmas service will 
be held Sunday evening, Dec. 22. Many 
improvements have been made recently to 
Church and parsonage. The people are 
practically all at gainful work again, as 
many mills have recently resumed opera- 
tions. 


The Men’s Club of St. Mark’s Church, 
Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pas- 
tor, visited the The Bell Telephone Build- 
ing on Dee. 19, and had a chance to see the 
marvelous equipment for local and long 
distance telephone ealls. Brooke L. Over- 
holtzer was in charge. Christmas celebra- 
tions will begin in the Sunday School Sun- 
day morning, Dec. 22, when White Gifts 
to the King Christmas will be celebrated 
and at night when the Sunshine Division 
of Young People will present the Christ- 
mas pageant, “The Choir”, led by Estelle 
K. Krick, and assisted by Fred Cardin of 
the faculty of music in the Co-Ed High 
School, and an orchestra, will have charge 
of the Christmas Dawn worship at 6 A. M. 
A Christmas breakfast for the choir will 
follow this popular service. The junior 
and chapel choirs appeared for the first 
time on Sunday morning, Dec. 8, under 
the direction of Estelle K. Krick, and 
made a favorable impression. They will 
assist every other Sunday morning in pub- 
lie worship. The Y. P. S. C. E. attended 
Sunday night Church worship in a body, 
Dec. 15, led by Vernon Steubner, presi- 
dent. The Catechetical Class, now 44 in 
number, attends every Sunday morning in 
a body, a requirement from which none 
is excused. ; 


St. John’s, Johnstown, Pa., Dr, J. Har- 
vey Mickley, pastor, answered the roll call 
as follows in the last few months: Minis- 
terial Relief Day offering, $44; ‘Messen- 
ger’ Day, 6 new subscribers with more to 
follow; Home Mission Day, offering $83; 
the W. M. S. and the G. G. held a joint 
Thank Offering Service with a fine pro- 
gram Nov. 24, and the offerings were W. 
M. S., $63, and G. G., $10. Preliminary 
steps were taken in September to raise 
the apportionment in full and close the 
year with all bills paid. There is every 
assurance that it will be done. The King- 
dom Roll Call, under leadership of Messrs. 
Alex. Heslop and Albert T. Whitledge, as- 
sisted by 48 visitors, is in fine shape and 
the prospects are that it will be the most 
successful in the history of the congrega- 
tion. Student George H. Bricker of the 
Theological Seminary preached Dee. 15. 
Preparations for Christmas are progress- 
ing. 

Zion Church, Lenoir, N. C., Dr. Walter 
W. Rowe, pastor, observed Home Mission 
Day Nov. 10; offering totaled $63. A 
beautiful Thank Offering service was held 
the evening of Dec. 1, with offering of 
$130. Apportionment will be paid in full. 
Consistory has recommended a 10% in- 
crease in budget for 1936. Much interest 
is shown in the systematic mid-week Bible 
study of the New Testament; average at- 
tendance is 50. The pastor recently gave 
the Priscilla Book Club of Lenoir an in- 
terpretation of “The Merchant of Venice”, 
as interpreted by Henry Irving as Shy- 
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lock and Ellen Terry as Portia. Dr. Rowe 
and his family recently received one of 
those “Poundings” that are never objec- 
tionable, and which was much appreciat- 
ed. A White Christmas will be observed 
by the Church School in connection with 
children’s service the evening of Dec. 22. 
The young people will sing Christmas 
carols on Christmas Eve. 


In Wooster Avenue Chureh, Akron, O., 
Dr. George Longaker, pastor, a most re- 
markable year is approaching its end. The 
S. S. has averaged 493 in attendance, 
jumping from 428 of last year. The School 
earried off city honors on Rally Day, 
counting 1,054. The Church is filled reg- 
ularly at morning worship. Contributions 
have run ahead of subscriptions for 1935. 
One of the best every-member canvasses 
has just been concluded. On Volunteer 
Day, Nov. 24, practically five-sevenths of 
1936 budget was underwritten. This gave 
a thrill to visiting teams, for they went 
forth enthusiastically a week later. It is 
conservatively estimated that the Church 
has already gone “over the top”. Christ- 
mas plans are being made, with white 
gifts for local relief to be presented Dec. 
22, and a pageant to be given Dee. 23, 
with offering for Ft. Wayne Home. This 
congregation has been “going places” all 
year and a fine harmonious spirit prevails. 
Membership is exceedingly responsive. 


One of the most beautiful and impress- 
ive services within the memory of many 
in attendance featured the regular morn- 
ing worship at the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, Brunswick, Md., which 
service was largely attended. The occa- 
sion marked the celebration of the Holy 
Communion, which was preceded by a 
most beautiful memorial service at which 
several memorials to the late pastor, Rev. 
R. Franklin Main, were presented and 
dedicated. Among those attending the 
services were all near relatives of the late 
Rev. Mr. Main, from Baltimore and Wash- 
ington, as well as others residing in the 
Middletown Valley. A handsome altar 
cross, the gift of the brothers and sisters 
of the late pastor, was presented by a 
brother, Mr. J. Calvin Main, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., and was accepted on behalf of 
the Church by the pastor, Rev. Jacob W. 
Getz. Other memorials dedicated included 
a pair of candelabra and a missal stand, 
the gift of the congregation. The guest 
soloist of the occasion was Mr. Gerald 
Eckstine of Hagerstown, who rendered a 
vocal number most beautifully. Mrs, N. 
E. Conway, local teacher of music, pre- 
sided at the console of the organ. The 
number of communicants Sunday morning 
was the largest in the history of the 
Church at one time. Following the service 
members of the family of Rev. Mr. Main 
were entertained at luncheon by members 
of the congregation. 


From Oct. 1 through Dee. 8, St. Paul’s 
Church, Woodstock, Va., Rev. J. B. Frantz, 
pastor, centered all thought and activity 
on a central theme: “Our Bible—What It 
Is—How It Came To Us—What Is In It— 
How We Can Use It.” Certain phases of 
development, content and use of the Bible 
were emphasized in Church services and 
all activities of auxiliary organizations. 
Unusual interest was aroused in the old 
family Bible, two being discovered among 


-members dated 1735 and 1794. A challeng- 


ing Old Testament story, “The Sacrifice of 
Jephathah’s Daughter,’ was presented the 
evening of Nov. 10 by the young people 
under direction of Mrs. Frantz, and pre- 
sented at Young Rally of Virginia Classis, 
Nov. 16. Antiphonal singing by vested 


junior and senior choirs, under direction 


of Major and Mrs. Guy A. Benchoff, mark- 
ed Family Day service, Nov. 3. Monthly 
musical services have been resumed. In- 
spiring Thank Offering services were held. 
A ‘stereopticon lecture, “The Old Book 
Finding New Friends,” Dec. 8, concluded 


the project which had added significance - 


in view of nation-wide celebration of the 
400th anniversary of the printed English 
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“HOLIDAY CHEER” . 


No need to ponder over the 
most appropriate gift for 
mother, father, sister, brother, 
or that very dear friend. 


CHRISTMAS 


Join the many fond parents, 
thoughtful children and dis- 
criminating friends who solve 
this problem with complete 
satisfaction, year after year, by 
choosing a year’s subscription 
_to the 


MESSENGER 


A Gift That Lives Throughout. 
the Year 


Send us the name and ad- 
dress and the New Price of 
$2.00. We will enter the sub- 
scription promptly and send an 
appropriate card bearing your 
name as donor and carrying an 
expression of your thoughtful- 
ness. 
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Bible. As a result, a Bible Book of 
Month Club is to be organized Jan. 1. 
Harold W. Miller; president, led a sti 
lating discussion on “The Use and Mis 
of Alcohol,” at December meeting of M 
League. The congregation installed a n 
furnace at the parsonage Nov. 1. Kingd 
Roll Call was conducted the week of D 
1. Mrs. Frantz was reelected teacher 
Week Day Schools of Religion, condu 
by Shenandoah County Council of 1 
gious Education. Christmas will be 
served in 4 services in St. Paul’s. 


A Chemistry Club has been organize 
Mercersburg Academy, with L. Sa 
Zimmerman, of Lebanon, Pa., as preside: 

On Dee. 11, St. John’s Church, 
City, Pa., held their 3rd annual con 
tional dinner with their pastor, Rev. N 
E. Smith, as toastmaster. After a sp! 
program, reports were given and o 
elected for the ensuing year. In the 
of splendid reports and a very | 
frame of mind, the pastor submitted h 
resignation and announced his int 
to accept a call to a much larger field 
Westminster, Md. His resignation w 
aecepted very reluctantly, although h 
people rejoiced in his much deserved a 
vancement. Rev. Mr. Smith came to 
City in June, 1931, from the 
Theological Seminary, and in his 
four and a half years won not or 
permanent place in the hearts of his 
ple, but in the community as well. 
dition to his duties as pastor, he | 
tribued unstintinglly of his time and 
ergy to the spiritual needs of 
munity, taking an active part in 
fairs and their religious: life. 
largely responsible for the Com 
Daily Vacation Bible School and 
of the leaders of the Communi 
ligious Training School. He has 
his influence to bear in the Chu 
large, and especially in work 
people. Each year he was a 
Shady Side Conference and is 
loved by the young people 
Synod. In 1933 he was 
Spiritual Conferenee at 
has regularly attended — 
and has been active in 
words of commen 
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to his capable, energetic and lovable wife, 
who has won a place in the hearts of the 
people of Evans City that time will never 
erase. She will be missed not only in 
her Church, but in the Woman’s Club and 
Community Club, where she was an untir- 
ing worker. 


GENERAL SYNOD NOTES 
J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 


A package of 1935 Statistical Report 
Forms containing sufficient copies for dis- 
tribution to every pastor and vacant 
charge or congregation in each Classis will 
be mailed to the respective stated clerks 
at the earliest possible date; probably be- 
fore Dee. 18. 

These new Statistical Forms are now be- 
ing printed. They will be similar to those 
used for years by the “E” groups. This 
change of form for the “R” group was re- 
cently authorized by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the General Synod. It will en- 
able the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
to publish a United Statistical Report for 
the year 1935 similar to the one regularly 
issued by the “E” group. ‘ 

The facts requested on the new Forms 
are mainly such as we have habitually 
reported. With a brief pre-study of its 
few new questions, our pastors will find 
little difficulty in entering all the desired 
information. 

The Classical Tabulation Sheets for to- 
talling all the Parochial Statistics will also 
be mailed with the supply of Parochial 
Blanks, if they are off the press in time. 
They will not be needed, however, before 

’ Jan. 1, 1936, and it may be necessary to 
send them later in a special package. The 
helpful good will of each one of our 56 
“genial stated clerks is again invited in 
assembling the 1935 Classical Statistics 
for the “R” group by the first of March, 
if at all possible. . 

+ The customary Blank on Licensures, 
. Ordinations, etc., has recently been mailed. 
| It should be filled out in full and returned 

by Jan. 10, so that these records may be 

entered promptly in the Reformed Church 

Register, in alphabetical order, | for the 

year 1935. " 

Every stated clerk may be fully assure 

of the sincere appreciation of the whole 
~ Chureh for his every effort to co-operate 

jin the forward-facing adventure which 

now confronts us. } 

Wishing every officer, pastor, consistory 

and congregation another radiantly joyful 
_ Christmas-tide, 

Fraternally, 

J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 


Ph a id 


records on Dec. 14, show 29 Classes 
. E aaites with payment in full on their 
General Synod’s Contingent Fund Appor- 
tionment for the calendar year 1935. These 
29 Classes include the following: For the 
o%s Synod of the Mid-west, the Treasurer has 
' remitted for all of its 8 Classes: Ft. 
a Wayne, Chicago, Iowa, Lincoln, Indianap- 
__ olis, Missouri-Kansas, Kentucky and Zion’s 
; Hungarian; from the Synod of the North- 
west, 7 Classes: Sheboygan, Milwaukee, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Ursinus, South Da- 
kota and California; from the Synod of 
the Potomac, 7 Classes: Zion’s, Maryland, 
Mereersburg, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Gettysburg and Carlisle; from the Eastern 
‘Synod, 5 Classes: Philadelphia, Tohickon, 
ee West Susquehanna, Schuylkill and New 
- York; from the Ohio Synod, 2 Classes: East 
nio and West Ohio; to Sakis the Pitts- 

_ Synod, St. Paul’s Classis. 
vere are also 12 additional Classes 
are close to the goal. This is a 
endable and greatly encouraging rec- 
s the Church approaches the close of 


ends our first calendar year for 

1 od of the Evangelical and 
ch. The 1936 General ofa 
‘Fund A Se ec ao 
eir meetings, 


— eps 
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year 1935 this Annual Apportionment was 
$29,452.52, and $24,303.62 has been receiv- 
ed to date. By action of the new General 
Synod’s Executive Committee, 41% of the 
amount received has been remitted by 
Treasurer Warner to Mr. F. A. Keck, the 
treasurer of the New Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church Contingent Fund, for its 
expenses. As treasurer of the “R” group’s 
fund, Mr. Warner has also paid over 23% 
of it for the expenses of the Executive 
Committee, and 26% for our “R” group. 

It will be a pleasure to make record 
that all indebtedness to this Fund for 1935 
have been remitted when the Treasurer’s 
report for the closing Calendar Year is 
prepared. To such an honorable goal, let 
every one of our 56 Classes earnestly focus 
its energies as December closes another 
year of growing and giving. 


VACANT CHARGES 


According to the Records of the Stated 
Clerk of the General Synod in the 
“R” Group Dec. 15, 1935 


EASTERN SYNOD 


Lancaster—Armstrong Valley .Charge, 
Warren Lentz, Halifax, Pa. 
East Susquehanna—Gowen City, Joseph 
i Weikele kh. No: 1, °Shamokin, Pa, 
Zion’s, George F. Rentz, Ashland, Pa. 
Lehigh—Christ, Ray Deily, 238 E. Union 
St., Allentown, Pa 
German Philadelphia—Bethlehem, Harry 
Schmidt, 2013 Memphis St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

OHIO SYNOD 
Central Ohio—Galion Charge, Ray Gar- 
verick, R. No. 2, Galion, O. St. John’s- 
Clyde, Wilbur Fausery R. F. D. No. 4, 
Bueyrus, O 
East Ohio—Hartville Charge, William 
Kanel, R. No. 6, N. Canton, O. 
Northeast Ohio—West Salem, James 
Kramer, Diamond St., Ashland, O. 
Hough Ave., W. A. Greenwood, 13606 
Eastwood Rd., Cleveland, O. 
Northwest Ohio—St. Jacob’s, Guy King, 
Payne, O.° 

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 
Sheboygan—Potter, August Schaefer, 
Brillion, Wis. Second Sheboygan, G. M. 
Reineking, 1425 N. 16th St., Sheboygan, 
Wis. 
Minnesota—Zwingli, Wm. J. Zeller, R. 
No. 1, West Concord, Minn. Frieden’s 
and Zion’s, W. G. Grieman, Garner, Ia. 
Peace, Chester R. Soward, 930 Conway 
St., St. Paul, Minn. 


Ursinus—Salem, Mrs. Lloyd Bettin, 
Early, Ia. 

South Dakota—Herrick Charge, Ed. 
Kautz, Herrick, 8S. D. 
Portland-Oregon—Ebenezer, B.  Hiel, 
Quincy, Wash. Hillsdale, John Raz, 


Hillsdale, Ore. 

Eureka'—Odessa Charge, Jacob Orth, 
Artas, S. D, Freeland Charge, Adolph 
Berreth, Zeeland, N. D. 

PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Westmoreland—First-Pine Run, W. P. 
Yockey, 108 Lafayette Ave., Vander- 
grift, Pa. 

Clarion—Emlenton, Dr. ©. S. Briden- 
baugh, Emlenton, Pa. 

_ Somerset—New Centerville Charge, H. 

W. Musser, Rockwood, Pa. Glade 
Charge, M. R. Schrock, R. R. No. 1, Ber- 
lin, Pa. Stoyestown Charge, John Wal- 
ter, Stoyestown, Pa. 
Allegheny—Christ, Emerson Sproul, 7084 
Kelley St., Pittsburgh, Pa. First, Alex- 
ander Faulds, 333 Tioga St., Homestead, 
Pa. St. John’s, Harold Lutz, Evans City, 
Pa. 

POTOMAS SYNOD 
Virginia—Edinburg Charge, 
Downey, Edinburg, Va. 

SYNOD OF MID-WEST 
Ft. Wayne—First, Wm. Cramer, Fulton, 
Mich. 

Chicago—Grace, H. W. Hartzell, Orange- 
ville, Tl. St. John’s, Richard H. Sher- 
er, 15 N. St. James St., Waukegan, Il. 


William 
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FOR SALE—Cheap. Ten units, 


Macey sectional bookcases. 


Mission oak. Bases with drawer. 
Address: H, MESSENGER Office, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Lincoln—Grace, N A. Weidert, 1130 S. 
Newton St., Sioux City, Ia. Hope, John 
Taverna, Belden, Nebr. 
Indianapolis—Trinity, Wm. Kornbroke, 
2832 Bethel Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Missouri-Kansas—First, Ora Morgan, 
Holton, Kans. St. John’s, W. J. Soor- 
holtz, Melbourne, Ia. 


The next report on Vacant Charges will 
be issued on March 15. Prompt informa- 
tion from any Classis of vacancies which 
may occur before that will be gratefully 
appreciated and should be made to this 
office in conformity with this report. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 


DR. JOHN AHLUM SCHAEFFER 
INAUGURATED 7TH PRESIDENT 
FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 
COLLEGE 


John A. Schaeffer, Ph.D., Se.D., was in- 
augurated the 7th President of Franklin 
and Marshall College with simple dignity 
in Hensel Hall on the campus, Friday, 
Dee. 6. 

B. F. Fackenthal, Jr., D.D., LL.D., of 
Riegelsville, Pa., President of the Board 
of Trustees, presided at the inauguration 
ceremony and inducted the President- 
elect into his new office after the invoca- 
tion by Rev. George W. Richards, D.D., 
8.T.D., LL.D., President of the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church. Dr. Schaeffer 
made an address upon “The Funda- 
mentals in a Liberal Arts Education”, and 
William Mather Lewis, LL.D., President 
of Lafayette Oollege, spoke on “The 
Scholar in Society”, 

President Schaeffer has been Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Hagle Picher Lead Co., Joplin, 
Mo., for the past 14 years and chief chem- 
ist for the preceding 11 years. Previous 
to that, he taught chemistry at Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, 1908-1911, and 
received the degree of Ph.D., majoring in 
chemistry, from the University of Penn- 
sylvania in 1908. He was graduated from 
Franklin and Marshall in 1904, and re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of science in 
1929. He is the son of the late Nathan C. 
Schaeffer, 67, who was superintendent of 
public instruction of Pennsylvania for 
26 years; and a nephew of the late Dr. 
William C. Schaeffer, who was for a num- 
ber of years professor of New Testament 
Exegesis in the Theological Seminary of 
the Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa.; and 
his cousin, Prof. J. Nevin Schaeffer, has 
been professor of Greek at Franklin and 
Marshall for 25 years. 

The following honorary degrees were 
conferred: Doctor of Letters: Victor W. 
Dippell, professor of German; Harry M. J. 
Klein, professor of history, and John 
Nevin Schaeffer, professor of Greek, all 
three having been for 25 years on the 
Franklin and Marshall faculty; and Mrs. 
Emily Newell Blair, Washington, D. C., 
author, lecturer and chairman of the Ad- 
visory Council of the Consumers’ Division 
of the N. R. A. and the first woman to 
receive a degree from Franklin and Mar- 
shall College; Doctor of Science: Herbert 
H. Beck, professor of chemistry, a mem- 
ber of the faculty of Franklin and Mar- 
shall since 1901; Doctor of Divinity: Paul 
Grosshuesch, President of Mission House 
College, Plymouth, Wis., and Samuel D. 
Press, President of Eden Theological Sem- 
inary, Webster Groves, Mo.; Doctor of 
Laws: William M Lewis, President of 
Lafayette College; William B. Linn, 
Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court; Henry ©. Niles, President Judge of 
the Common Pleas Court of York County, 
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Pa., and a former president of the Penn- 
sylvania Bar Association, and Dr. Henry 
H. Apple, president emeritus of Franklin 
and Marshall College and for 26 years the 
president of the institution. The latter 
made a brief, concluding address of felici- 
tation and good will and the benediction 
was pronounced by Dr. Paul Grosshuesch. 

A program of music was rendered by 
the Franklin and Marshall College sym- 
phony orchestra, under the direction of 
Prof. Frederic §S. Klein, from 10.15 to 
10.45 A. M. 


The academic procession was formed at 
Stahr Hall, including 34 college and uni- 
versity presidents, and consisted of the 
representatives of undergraduates, the 
Alumni Advisory Council and the Alumni 
Association, and delegates from learned 
societies and foundations, preparatory 
schools, colleges and universities, and the 
faculties of the Theological Seminary of 
the Reformed Church, Lancaster, and of 
Franklin and Marshall College; the recip- 
ients of honorary degrees; the Board of 
Trustees; speakers; the President of the 
Board of Trustees; and the President- 
elect; every division being led by a fae- 
ulty marshal. Nearly 200 representatives 
and delegates were in the colorful parade. 


After the inaugural ceremony, a recep- 
tion was held in the Hotel Brunswick and 
nearly 500 of the visiting delegates and 
guests were entertained there at luncheon. 
The Hon. William H. Keller, LL.D., ’91, 
was the toastmaster, and the invocation 
was pronounced by Rev. Scott R. Wag- 
ner, D.D., ’97, pastor of Zion Reformed 
Church, Hagerstown, Md. The respondents 
to toasts were Rev. Fred P. Corson, D.D., 
-President of Dickinson College; the Hon. 
William B. Linn, LL.D., Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, of Philadelphia, and Paul 
Kieffer, LL.D., 701, of New York, repre- 
senting Oxford University. 

A buffet supper was given by the new 
President at his home on the campus to 
members of the Board of Trustees, recipi- 
ents of honorary degrees and a few inti- 
mate friends. 

The following institutions and boards of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
were represented: Catawba College, How- 
ard R. Omwake, Ph.D., Litt.D., President; 
Cedar Crest College, William F. Curtis, 
Litt.D., President, and Frank M. Cress- 
man, President of the Board of Trustees; 
Elmhurst College, Timothy Lehmann, D.D., 
LL.D., President; Franklin and Marshall 
Academy, Edwin M. Hartman, Pd.D., 
Headmaster; Heidelberg College, Charles 
E. Miller, D.D., LL.D., President; Hood 
College, Henry I. Stahr, D.D., LL.D., 
President, and Andrew R. Brodbeck, LL.D., 
President of the Board of Trustees; Massa- 
nutten Academy, Howard J. Benchoff, 
Pd.D., Headmaster, and A. M. Gluck, D.D., 
President Board of Trustees; Mercersburg 
Academy, Boyd Edwards, D.D., §,T.D., 
LL.D., Headmaster; the “Reformed Church 
Messenger”, Paul S. Leinbach, D.D., 
Litt.D., Editor-in-Chief; Tennent College 
of Christian Education, Clinton Hancock 
Gillingham, D.D., President; W. M. 8. of 
General Synod, Mrs. Lewis L. Anewalt, 
Vice-President; Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Lawrence E. Bair, D.D.; Board of 
Ministerial Relief, Harry N. Bassler, D.D., 
President; Board of Education of the Po- 
tomac Synod, James R. Bergey, President; 
Board of Foreign Missions, Arthur V. 
Casselman, D.D., Secretary; Board of For- 
eign Missions, Charles E. Creitz, D.D., 
President; Eastern Synod, Preston A. De- 
Long, President; Reformed Churchmen’s 
League, Edward 8. Fretz, President; Board 
of Education of the Eastern Synod, Wil- 
liam D. Happel, Ph.D.; Board of Visitors 
of the Theological Seminary of Lancaster, 
Pa., Irvin W. Hendricks, D.D., President; 
Board of Ministerial Relief, James W. 


Meminger, D.D., Secretary; Pittsburgh 
Synod, John M. Peck, B.D., President; 
Board of Home Missions, Charles E., 


Schaeffer, D.D., 8.T.D., General Secretary; ° 


Council of Chureh Boards of Education, 
Henry I. Stahr, D.D.; Eastern Hungarian 
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Classis, Geza Takaro, D.D., President; and 
Old Folks’ Home of Potomae Synod, Scott 
R. Wagner, D.D., President of the Board 
of Trustees. —Robert J. Pilgram 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
WOMELSDORF, PA. 


Rev. H. E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


Rev. Dr. Lee M. Erdman preached an 
interesting sermon to the children on Sun- 
day, Dec. 8. 

The Bethany Choir attended services at 
St. Paul’s Church, Allentown, Rev. Elmer 
E. Sensenig, pastor, on Sunday evening, 
Dec. 8. The fog made traveling very dif- 
ficult. 

Bethany is getting prepared for Christ- 
mas. We shall follow the custom of last 
year and not give gift packages to the 
children until Christmas Day. The gifts 
can not be acknowledged until after then. 
The children were all happy to hear that 
the ladies of Tohickon Classis would 
again make possible a turkey dinner for 
them on Christmas Day. 

St. John’s Minstrels, Reading, Dr. Thos. 
H. Leinbach, pastor, gave a program to 
the children on Friday evening, Dee. 13, 
that was enjoyed by all. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


Add ONE MORE NEW CHAPTER — 
Grace Church, Easton, Pa., the Rev. L. V. 


Hetrick, pastor. For some time this group 
has been thinking of organizing. Under 
the leadership of their aggressive pastor, 
they became sympathetic toward the 
League, and after a season of study, they 
finally decided to link up definitely with 
the organized men’s work in the Church. 
Our Synodical Chairman, thé Rev. Chas. 
Freeman and his men, impressed the men 
of Grace Church greatly with the charac- 
ter and worthwhileness of the League. A 
beautiful service was held on Charter 
night, Sunday, Dec. 1, when the Secretary 
was privileged to address the men and wit- 
ness their signature in the open congrega- 
tion. As these men—18 of them—stood 
around the chancel that night and pre- 
sented themselves to the congregation, one 
could read on the face of their fine presi- 
dent and his associates the joy and deter- 
mination of Christian men, who came to 
the front in response to the call of Christ 
in their hearts. In a brief and memorable 
address, the pastor counselled them to 
make this organization a power in the 
Church and in their lives, and to help 
build the Kingdom of God im its widest 
reaches, as does the Women’s Missionary 
Society, so well represented in this active 
Church. The officers for 1936 are: Presi- 
dent, Byron W. Sechrist, musician and 
electrical supplies; secretary, Richard D. 
Hetrick, insurance; and treasurer, Samuel 
S. Hahn, tinner. Here we have art, busi- 
ness and mechanics combined, which 
should assure beautiful, stable and able 
leadership and develop the men to a higher 
and more productive efficiency and fellow- 
ship. Congratulations and welcome to our 
growing fellowship! 

Something new happened in Hope 
Church, Philadelphia, when the MEN OF 
THE CHURCHMEN’S LEAGUE opened 
the Christmas festivities with a Christmas 
tree and decorations at their regular 
monthly meeting in December. Usually this 
is done by the children or young people, 
but here the MEN STARTED CHRIST- 
MAS. One hour’s discussion of the topic, 
so ably presented in the material written 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, made the eve- 
ning profitable as well. 

A FINE NEW YEAR’S 
CHURCH — ORGANIZE re CHAPTER 
of the League. 
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And yet ANOTHER CHAPTER! This 
time at Carrollton Ave., Indianapolis, Ind., 
the Rev. Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, “pastor. 
This Church is well known because of its 
progressive and scholarly pastor, who is 
sharing his talent and thought not only 
with our united Church but with the 
Churches and Church leaders of America. 
But even the best and brightest of men 
takes his inspiration and encouragement 
from his environment and the associates 
amongst whom he lives and labors. The 
men of this Church have approached this 
matter of the League with studious eare 
and after thorough examination of its 
principles and prospects, have finally de- 
cided to organize a chapter and to link 
up with the men of the Church and enjoy 
in common with them study, fellowship 
and service. We feel sure that if the same 
thoroughness and spirit continues, this 
Chapter should be of great help to the 
pastor, to the men themselves and to the 
Church-at-large. Indianapolis is a city of 
Churches and Church movements. The 
Secretary of the Federation of Churches 
is one of our own fine men, the Rev. Dr. 
Ernest N. Evans. We look for this Chap- 
ter to grow in strength and usefulness 
and are happy to enroll the men in our 
League. Officers as follows: President, C. 
W. Goris, of the Publie Service Co. of 
Ind.; Vice-President, J. A. Mullen, Tenn. 
National Life Ins. Co.; Secretary, Mark 
Meyers, Link Belt Co., 
Paul Schaffner, Indiana Bell Telephone 
Co. How much wisdom, experience and 


virility together with administrative and 


executive ability lies in this combination 
of talents. Blended and welded together, 
it should make for strong and successful 
leadership. 


St. Paul’s Church, Allentown, Pa., the 
Rey. E. E. Sensenig, pastor, has reorgan- 
ized its chapter and started out with pros- 


pects of new life and activity. The new 


officers of Chapter 18 are: President, Ralph 
R. Guth, chauffeur; Vice-President, Le- 
ander Beers, watchman; Secretary, Philip 


Reighter, clerk, and Treasurer, W. R. Ever- 
This group is 
President th | 
caught some of his new fire at Oamp 
Mensch Mill, the men’s retreat. We rejoice 
at the revival of spirit and life, sometimes — 
more difficult to bring about than the 


ett, carpenter-contractor. 
small but determined. 


starting of a new chapter. 
tions! 


Congratula- 


“Our chapter is getting along very nice- 
ly and we enjoy every one of our pro- 


and Treasurer, 


grams.” This statement is made without ahah 


We Need Your Help! 


Consult the date on the wrapper 
of your copy of the 


MESSENGER 


To share in making as good a | 
showing as possible for ‘es MES- 
SENGER at the close of the fis- 
cal year, we would kindly state 


that if your subscription is not | | 


) 


Paid in Advance your remittance 
must reach us before Dec. 31. — 


From past experience, we know 
that these few words are all t 
will be necessary to bring 
hearty co-operation. 


So a cheery “Thank You” 


advance. 
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solicitation by Hamilton Gray of the 
chapter at Weatherly, Pa. This brief state- 
ment is a commentary on the spirit and 
character of this ehapter, which holds to 
the essentials, the educational program 
of our League, and certainly would not 
fail to develop the social side also. We 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Sunday, December 29, being Review Sun- 
day, no notes are furnished. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
The Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 29. My Hopes for the New Year. 
Rom. 8:28; I Pet. 3:10-16. 


The last Sunday in the year is a time 
for reflection and for anticipation, for 
memory and for hope. We review the past 
and call to mind our successes and our 
failures. We see all the way through 
which we have been led, and we make an 

\ inventory of our lives hitherto. There are 

' doubtless many things which we regret 
and there are many things for which we 
) are duly grateful. Our lives have been 
spared till now and our work is not yet 
done. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”, 
and we raise our Ebenezer of praise and 
- gratitude. But the old year is dying, a 

few more hours and we shall bury it in 
_ the sepulcher of the departed centuries. 
The year is dead, long live the year! A 
iy. new year is at the portal of time. We 
stand upon its very threshold and it beck- 


oe ons us to enter. Just what it has in store 
“ for us is all unknown to us. Therefore, 
see we enter it in loving trust and faith, 


* knowing that He who has brought us thus 
far will be with us in the future, even 
unto the end of the days. Perhaps it is a 
good thing that we cannot clearly discern 
the future and that much of it is hidden 
and veiled for us. We do not ask to see 
the distant seene—one step enough for us. 

We walk by faith, not by sight. We live 
in hope, not in memory. Hope is a won- 
derful quality of the soul. In the New 
Testament God is called “the God of 
Hope”. The three cardinal virtues are 
Faith, Hope, and Love. Paul says that 
_ Christians are saved by hope. Christ in 

us is the hope of glory. Through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures we have 
hope. Hope is an anchor of the soul, sure 
and steadfast; we have been begotten unto 
a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead. Hope is coupled not only 
with faith and love, but also with patience 
and experience. Patience worketh experi- 
ence, and experience hope. 

But just what do we mean by hope? 

Thomas Aquinas says: “Hope is a divinely 

_ infused quality of the soul, whereby with 

certain trust we expect those good things 
of the life eternal which are to be attained 


o- 


WAI ag oer 


se 


a 
_ 


Va. af f we are hopeful in the Christian sense 
of the word, we shall live and think and 

_ ‘work with the resolute conviction that the 

al and aim of human life, for ourselves 
for others, is that which the Bible 
s it to be.” These are great defini- 
but perhaps a far simpler one is 
e is that which we both desire and 
’? There are some things which we 
sire, but heard not ead Giant 
which we expect, but we 

eee them; but when we both ex- 
d desire, that is hope. Now it is 
y be note that the religion of 
both of the Old and of the New 
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by the grace of God.” Bishop Paget says: 


CHURCH 


are encouraged by such manifestations of 
healthy, growing life, and hope to hear 
more of these brethren in the beautiful 
Pocono Mountains. 


START RIGHT IN and ORGANIZE 
YOUR CHAPTER in 1936. 


Testament, is always a religion of hope. 
The heathen religions were.all religions 
of despair. Paul condemns Paganism on 
the ground that its adherents “have no 
hope and are without God in the world”. 

What then, are my hopes for the New 
Year? 


“My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 


I have hope for the New Year because 
I am convinced that God reigns and that 
His purposes will prevail. This is not a 
blind optimism whereby we say: “God is 
in His heaven; all is right with the world,” 
for many things are not right. There is 
much that is wrong; there is wickedness 
on every side; there is injustice and op- 
pression; there is hatred and warfare, 
there is sin in high and in low places, 
but these are the incidental things in life. 
The main current of life moves on towards 
the good and towards the goal that God 
has set for it. Nothing can ultimately 
thwart that purpose. “We know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God.” God will so order and 
direct the affairs of men that ultimately 
good will come out of them. Even the 
wrath of men shall praise God. Our blind 
and blundering way shall bring us home 
at last. Therefore during this new year 
I shall endeavor to conform my life to 
God’s ordering. I shall trust Him to be 
my guide, my guardian, my gracious bene- 
factor, and I shall trust in Him no matter 
what may befall me. 


I hope that the New Year will bring 
better social and economic conditions 
among men. Already there are many evi- 
dences of better days coming. For five 
years the world has been in the slough of 
despond and despair. The depression has 
not only despoiled men of their posses- 
sions, but it has robbed them of their 
peace and joy. It has taken the glow, the 
radiancy out of men’s souls. I hope there 
are better days ahead. It would, however, 
be a vain hope to cherish the return of 
the former prosperous years unless men’s 
hearts are greatly changed. The better 
days for which we are hoping are ‘to be 
times when men are better men than they 
formerly were, when they will know how 
to use God’s gifts and not to be mastered 
by the things of this world. We do not 
want more material things if these things 
continue to drag us down, for then our 
last state will be worse than the first. We 
want a finer, higher, better life, not mere- 
ly more comfortable living; larger devo- 
tion, not simply bigger dividends. 

I hope the New Year will bring a great 
revival to the Church. In many parts of 
the world the Church has been disregard- 
ed, and in some places even repudiated. 
Many people have become lukewarm to- 
wards the Church and have not faithfully 
attended its services and supported its 
work. We all know that religion lies at 
the foundation of all our life, and the 
Church is the only institution definitely 
and solely committed to the interests of 
religion. Therefore I hope that there will 
be a great spiritual awakening and that 
men and women will once more honor and 
uphold the Church of Jesus Christ. 

I hope that all our young people will 
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come to a clearer realization of the 
strategic position they occupy in Church 
and in society. The New Year will usher 
you a step nearer to the great responsi- 
bility which is yours in making this world 
a better place in which to live. You will 
be farther on in your mission in life and 
you will come to occupy new places of 
leadership in peculiar ways. I hope you 
will be fully qualified to enter all these 
newer relationships and make your lives 
count for God and man. 

As I am writing up this last topie for 
the year I am reminded that this marks 
the close of 40 years of service which I 
have rendered the young people of our 
Church. During all these years I have not 
missed a single issue of the “Messenger” 
in which these comments have regularly 
appeared. For all this I am devoutly 
grateful to a kind and gracious Providence 
and also to a patient lot of young folks 
who have been pleased to use the ma- 
terial I have furnished, in the conduct of 
their meetings. I wish you all a very 
happy and prosperous New Year and hope 
you will have many more of them. The 
Dutch have a way of greeting each other 
on New Year’s Day with these words: 


“Long may you live, 

Much may you give; 

Happy may you die, 

And heaven be yours by and by.” 


CHRISTMAS AT CEDAR CREST 


The Christmas season at Cedar Crest 
College is a very busy one which is an- 
ticipated by all the students. The first 
event of the season, and probably one of 
the most important, was the “Hanging 
of the Garlands” conducted by the senior 
class, for it helped a great deal in bring- 
ing the Christmas spirit to the campus. 
Kach year the decorating is done under 
the leadership of any organization or class 
which volunteers to conduct it. 

On Sunday, Dec. 8, the annual senior 
vespers were held under the leadership 
of Madelyn Ganz of Allentown, the class 
president. The program consisted of the 
reading of Henry Van Dyke’s “The Other 
Wise Man” by Evelyn Brong, president of 
the Chimes Dramatic Club, several Christ- 
mas songs by the senior class, and group 
singing of carols. 

The same evening the 13th annual col- 
lege night service was held in Christ Lu- 
theran Church. The faculty and students 
from the surrounding colleges were invit- 
ed to attend and Christmas numbers were : 
rendered by students of Cedar Orest and 
Muhlenberg. , 

On Wednesday, Dec. 11, the Cedar Crest- 
Muhlenberg joint Christmas chapel service 
was held in the Egner-Hartzell Memorial 
Chapel at Muhlenberg. The Cedar Crest 
Glee ‘Club, under the direction of Virginia 
Kendrick, a graduate of the Curtis Insti- 
tute of Music, rendered two anthems — 
“Sleep, Holy Babe”, by Matthews, and 
“Carol of the Russian Children,” by Gaul. 
The Muhlenberg choir sang “Break Forth, 
O Beauteous Heavenly Light” by Bach, 
and “While Shepherds Watched their 
Sheep”, and Professor Anthony Corbiere, 
Ph.D., of Muhlenberg, sang “Cantique 
pour Noel” by Adam. 

Dr. John A. W. Haas, president of 
Muhlenberg, delivered “The Message of 
Joy” to the students and faculty of the 
two colleges. Dr. William F. Curtis, presi- 
dent of Cedar Crest, led the congregation 
in the closing prayer and pronounced the 
benediction, 

The busiest time of the Christmas sea- 
son at Cedar Crest was the eve of the 
departure of the students for the Christ- 
mas holidays. The first event of the eve- 
ning was a formal dinner held in Curtis 
Hall. This year Roberta Ritter, Plainfield, 
N. J., was in charge. After the dinner 
the faculty and students attended a de- 
lightful two-piano recital by Pauline 
Schaadt Kocher of the music department 
at Cedar Crest and Woodrow Schaadt. 

At 10.30 the students were taken by bus 
on a caroling tour through surrounding 
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towns and later to the homes of faculty 

in Allentown, Bethlehem, and Emaus, 

where they sang familiar Christmas songs 

and enjoyed refreshments. Upon return- 

ing from carolling each dormitory had its 

annual Christmas party under the direc- 

tion of the house presidents. 


And last but not least—on Friday, Dec. 
13, the students left for their homes in 
nine states where they will enjoy the holi- 
days and will return to school on Jan. 2. 

—Mary Hand, Class of 737. 


SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY AT 
WHEELING 


The St. Stephen’s congregation of 
Wheeling, W. Va., Rev. S. H. Matzke, pas- 
tor, celebrated its 60th anniversary with 
a 4 day observance, Dec. 8 to 11, inclusive. 
Sunday morning, Dec. 8, the undersigned 
was the main speaker. He spoke of the 
“Four Essentials of the Christian Church”, 
and used as his text, Acts 2:42: “And they 
continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread and in prayers.” He also dwelt 
briefly upon the first verse of Psalm 122, 
in the German language. 

The evening service was a reunion of 
eatechumens. At this service the pastor 
addressed the congregation on the text, 
Rey. 3:11, “Hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man may take away thy 
crown.” There have been 562 persons con- 
firmed in this charge in its 60 years. Rev. 
E. M. Preuss, a former pastor, brought 
the sermon on Dec. 9. Text, Haggai 1:8, 
“Go up into the mountain and build.” 
The Tuesday night service was a denomi- 
national service, with the local pastors of 
the Evangelical and Reformed union 
bringing the felicitations of their respec- 
tive congregations, and speaking, each 


CHURCH 


briefly, upon various phases of the union 
of the Evangelical and Reformed denomi- 
nations. Other pastors of the community 
also took part. Those pastors who spoke 
were Rey. W. J. Hausmann, pastor of the 
St. John’s congregation, Rev. J. R. C. Haas, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, and Rev. Dan- 
iel Gress, pastor of the First Church of 
3ellaire, Ohio. 

At each of the services special music 
was furnished, including choral, solo, and 
quartette numbers. Among the congratu- 
latory letters and telegrams read during 
the services, were one from Rev. George 
Grether, Sauk City, Wis., a former pastor, 
the district attorney of Ohio County, and 
the Judge of the Intermediate Court of 
Ohio County. In spite of adverse weather 
conditions, which reigned throughout the 
celebration, the audiences were large for 
each of the services. For the Sunday eve- 
ing service, it was necessary to bring in 
many extra chairs from the Sunday School 
rooms, and the seating capacity was taxed 
to the utmost. The decorations were main- 
ly of palms and chrysanthemums. 


On Wednesday, Dec. 11, the anniversary 
observance was terminated with a fellow- 
ship reception in the social rooms. A va- 
riety program was in order, with speeches 
by representatives of the organizations, 
and musical numbers. Refreshments were 
served. The entire affair was a huge suc- 
cess, not only in the large attendances, 
but in the inspirational encouragement 
afforded the congregation and its officers. 
The pastor, Rev. Mr. Matzke, surely has 
been doing good work in this congregation. 
It was a pleasure for the undersigned to 
take part in this celebration, as it brought 
a renewal of the fellowship that he en- 
joyed with the pastor when he was at 
New Knoxville, Ohio, and the former at 
Piqua, Ohio. —L. H. Kunst. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 

Text, Romans 8:9, “But if any man hath 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His.” 

The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit of 
Christ, Whose birthday we celebrate on 
Christmas Day. Little children often have 
the Christmas Spirit before adults. <A gen- 
tleman visiting a friend for the first time 
had not long been seated when the little 
daughter brought out her birthday book. 
Turning over the leaves from January 1, 
be read the names of many of her friends. 
When he came to December 25, he found 
one line carefully written: “Dear Jesus 
Christ.” “But, Mary,” said the gentleman, 
“this is only for names of your friends.” 
Looking up into his face, her face flushing 
with joy, she quietly replied, “Why, Jesus 
is my best and dearest Friend, and that 
is the nicest birthday of all the year.” 
Here was a child who had the true Christ- 
mas Spirit, and was one of those about 
whom Jesus said, “To such belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven.” 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 
As the sermon draws to a close, 


some register high resolves, while 
others merely reach for their hats. 


We see, then, that the Christmas Spirit 
is a childlike spirit. That is what makes 
Christmas such a joyful day. It is then, 
if ever, that men and women manifest the 
childlike spirit, which is the spirit of joy 
and appreciation and gratitude. Let us 
not lose sight of the fact that it was Jesus 
Himself who said, “Except ye turn, and 
become as little children, ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
Christmas brings back to us the memories 
of childhood, and with them comes the 
spirit of childhood. We all become like 
children again. And woe unto the person 
who does not have this experience, for “if 
any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of His.” 


The Christmas Spirit is the spirit of 
simplicity. When I was a boy, the gifts 
we received on Christmas morning were 
very simple, but we were just as happy as 
those who received more elaborate and 
more costly presents. Sometimes the giv- 
ing of gifts on Christmas is overdone and 
children are confused and overwhelmed 
by the number of gifts they receive, and 
sometimes they are spoiled by the lavish 
showering of gifts upon them. It is doubt- 
less a blessing that many persons have 
been compelled in recent years to return 
to a simpler form of life and if they can 
learn to be more contented therewith, in- 
stead of hankering after the days of ex- 
travagance which are past, they will be 
thrice blessed. 

When we think of the simplicity of the 
surroundings of Jesus When He was born 
in a stable and cradled in a manger, we 
are impressed with the fact that, although 
He was the Son of God and the King of 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 19, 1935 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


We are in the midst of preparatiens for 
Christmas. In that respect we are not 
any different from a private home. Those 
of our family still able to do any work 
are making a variety of articles to be 
given to relatives and friends as Christ- 
mas presents. Even our oldest guest, Mrs. 
Fulmer, in her 98th year, has been doing 
crocheting on handkerchiefs which are to 
be given to friends as Christmas gifts. . 
Christmas cards are arriving in consider- 
able numbers, and packages have begun 
to appear, and our little post office has 
become much busier than usual. 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary has decided . to 
again provide turkey for the Christmas 
dinner and a sumptuous feast awaits our 
guests. 

The material for both interior and ex- 
terior decorations have been secured and 
our buildings will be appropriately decor- 
ated. The tall juniper trees planted along 
the front of the new building will be dee- 
orated with colored lights and the lobby 
of the new building will have a tree in its 
centre, 

The family will hold its Christmas fes- 
tival on Sunday afternoon,’Dec. 22, when 
one of the Sunday Schools in the vicinity 


ai 


of the Home will render an appropriate 


as 


program. 
We have been fortunate in receiving 
special contributions for the season and 
we are much in need of them at present. 
At the last meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee it was found that bills due exceed- 
ed the balance in the treasury. We are 
able to make provision for immediately — 
paying all bills due; but we are much 
concerned with the important fact that we 
need help very much for the coming = — 
months. = ie. SY, 


i 
f 


is 
the Jews, He brought nothing into the — 
world with Him, as none of us did, and — 
yet he possessed a glory which drew the © 
angels from heaven, the shepherds fron 
the fields, and the Wise-men from t 
Orient. And He lived the simple li 
among men, never having any prope 
or other earthly possessions, yet, as 
Paul tells us, “When he ascended on hi 
he led captivity captive, and gave gi: 
unto me.” The riches of Christ lay 
His character, and by making Him our 
ample we shall be able to cultivate the 
best gifts, and among these is the Christ- 
mas Spirit. ing 
The Spirit of Christmas is the spirit 
mystery. There is always something m 
terious and mystical about the birth o 
Christ. Although the story of His co 
into the world is told in simplicity by 
Matthew and St. Luke, yet there is a p 
found mystery in it all. Many have 
to explain this mystery and have fa 
The best way is to receive it in a 
like spirit and to take it by faith. 
dren do not have much trouble to 
the Gospel story. and many of th 
want to analyze and explain its 
lose its blessing. : eh 
There is an atmosphere of myster 
the Christmas season which ma 
teresting. Long before the ha 
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rives plans are made for its proper ob- 
servance, and especially for the kind of 
gifts to be made or purchased with which 
to gladden the hearts of loved ones. Some 
of the most cherished gifts are those which 
are made by the giver. There is a certain 
amount of personality in the money with 
which Christmas gifts are purchased, but 
it does not compare with that which en- 
ters into the making of a gift, however 
simple and inexpensive it may be. And 
what an atmosphere of mystery there is 
when one works secretly upon the gift and 
keeps it from the sight of the prospective 
recipient. There are secrets and whisper- 
ings and conferences and hiding places 
and guesses and expectations — all of 
which help to make the spirit and atmos- 
phere of mystery so charming. 

The Christmas Spirit is a spirit of love. 
This is its sublimest characteristic. God 
is love. Love must express itself in giv- 
ing. “God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.” God’s love brought 
the world the greatest Gift it ever receiv- 
ed, and that is why we feel that we want 
to give gifts on Christmas. 

The Christmas spirit is a spirit of kind- 
ness and benevolence, which are the forms 
the spirit of love takes to express itself. 
At Christmastide, more than at any other 
time, this spirit of benevolence manifests 
+ itself. We want to give not only to our 

friends, or to those who give us gifts, 
which is not exactly benevolence, but we 
want to give to those who are less fortu- 
nate than we, to those who are in need 
and in distress. We want to help the 
widows and the orphans and the heathen, 
_ _beeause our hearts go out in love and sym- 
_-~—s pathy toward them. This is no exchange 
of gifts but outright giving because we do 
not expect to receive anything in return 
4 for what we give. 

-» In “Little Women” there is a story by 
Louisa Alcott out of the experience of her 
own early days. The four children who are 
her heroines, knowing of a neighbor in 
De need, go in a little procession and carry 
her their breakfast. This doubtless grew 
out of an incident in the Alcott home when 
‘Louisa was a girl. It was winter and the 
ny weather was bitterly cold. The stock of 
| wood was low, and night had fallen when 
+ there came a knock at the door. When 
_ they opened, a shivering child stood there, 
saying that her mother had no wood, that 
the baby was sick and the father had gone 
\ on a spree. She begged for a little wood. 
“Divide our stock with her,” said Mr. Al- 
cott,, “and we will trust in Providence. 
The weather will moderate or wood will 
come.” No wonder that the children 
trained in the Alcott household grew up 
-  heedless of privation and generous to 
those whose need was great. This is the 
true Christmas Spirit. If our Christmas- 
tide is pervaded by real unselfishness we 
shall manifest to every one the love that 

Christ brought to the world. 


iF : The times through which we have been 
_-—s-/passing during recent years have had a 
f a deteriorating effect upon many good peo- 
ple, and some have lost and others are in 
* danger of losing the true Christmas Spirit. 
Persons dwell so much upon their dimin- 
ished incomes that they think they have 
nothing to give, or that they cannot afford 
to give anything. They have grown hard- 
headed and, alas! they have grown hard- 
rted. They are not as kind and sympa- 
as they were. They think too much 
hat they did five years ago, and be- 
they cannot come up to that stand- 
, want to give up. How much 
would be if they would begin 
a simple and childlike way to 
the (Chri s Spirit, and they 
find themselves on the way to 
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s, the Prince of Peace, was 


STAR IN THE EAST 


What is the meaning of the sign 
To those whose hearts deny 


The manger King? I ask for mine— 
A Star, to lead me by. 


—Meta Mathes 


a multitude of the heavenly host praised 
God and sang: “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace among men in 
whom he is well pleased.” People with the 
Christmas Spirit are people of peace and 
good will. The Christmas Christ is the 
world’s peace-bringer. We cannot have 
worldwide peace and permanent peace un- 
til we can put the Spirit of Christ, the 
true Christmas Spirit, into the hearts of 
men and women and children everywhere. 

The Spirit of Christmas is the spirit of 
worship. As soon as the shepherds from 
the fields and the Wise-men from the East 
saw the Christ child they fell down and 
worshiped Him. They gave Him their 
hearts first; then other gifts were accept- 
able. Let us all worship the Christ, who 
alone can put the Christmas Spirit into 
our hearts. 


Elevator Man: “Here you are, sonny. 
This is your floor.” 

Superior Youth: “How dare you call me 
‘sonny’! You are not my father.” 

Elevator Man: “Well, I brought you up, 
didn’t I?”’—Hollywood Citizen. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


DEPENDABILITY 
Cecil Noel 


“T had to leave the children,” said a 
woman to me one day, “and I’m sure they’ll 
get into mischief while ’m away.” 

“T hope you didn’t tell them that,” I 
remarked. 


“Oh yes, I did,” she replied. “I told 


them I was sure they’d be up to some 
sort of mischief, and also, that they would 
get a good scolding for it when I got 
back.” 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


Tonight’s the night that Santa Claus 
Will make his yearly trip, 

And presents bring to boys and girls, 

With sound of bells and whip. 


His merry chuckling laugh is heard, 
His reindeer’s prancing feet, 
As joyously he makes his rounds, 
Through calm or storm or sleet. 


But there are some who don’t believe 
In this time-honored saint, 

And others, too, whose faith in him 
Is growing weak and faint. 


To such I’d say their doubt is wrong, 
And trust their faith’s restored, 
And that their souls will see in him 

The spirit of our Lord— 


Our Lord Whose birth we celebrate 
On each glad Christmas Day, 

Who came to earth long years ago, 

To teach to man the Way. 


The Way to make Life full and free, 
The Way to really live, 

Is like old Santa, through the years, 

-Not to receive—but give. 


—Walter Esmer 


“I wish you hadn’t said that to them,” 
I answered. “You know, we generally 


get just what we expect in life. If you 
expect your children ,to be naughty in 
your absence, they probably will be. If 
you say you trust them, and you feel con- 
fident that everything will be just the 


same as if you had stayed with them, then 
it is likely it will be just the same.” 

“T never thought of that,” she said. “I 
think V’ll try it the next time I go away.” 

She did, and some time later, when I 
asked her how it had worked, she told me 
she had found it the most wonderful 
formula for good children. “Though,” she 
added with a smile, “my little ones always 
will show some spice of mischief.” 

There are varieties of mischief, just as 
there are varieties of fun, but if you want 
your children to do no serious mischief 
during your absence, you must depend up- 
on them. 

Children love being trusted. They love 
doing “just as Mother would do.” They 
like the importance of being “on their 
honor.” They like to plan pleasant little 
surprises for you, when you come home. 
If the surprise does not altogether please 
you, do keep it a secret. Look at the 
intention behind the deed and enjoy the 
intended pleasure. 

Children are the most sensitive beings 
in the world. If you hurt them by accus- 
ing them of misbehavior when none was 
intended, you are liable to do them last- 
ing injury. 

Again, suppose your boys and girls did 
fail to do what they should have done, in 
your absence. It does not necessarily 
mean that they planned to take advan- 
tage of you. Very likely they simply 
forgot. Perhaps the usual conditions were 
quite changed. When you are at home do 
you constantly remind them, or have they 
learned to depend upon themselves? In 
your absence there is no one to remind 
them except, perhaps, an elder sister or 
brother, and unless you have accustomed 
them to doing so, they are apt not to pay 
much attention to the admonitions of an- 
other child. 


Try to recall your own childhood. Did 
you not often forget? Yet did you not 
like to be trusted Did you not love being 
told that “Mother knew you would be 
good, would be fair”? If your children get 
the feeling that it is not fair to be naughty 
in Mother’s absence they usually will be 
good. Most children want to “play. the 
game.” 

I had only one daughter, but I always 
trusted her. I was sure everything would 
be as safe with her as with myself, and it 
was. She is grown up now and is most 
dependable. 

Please let me repeat. If we want our 
children to become reliable men and wo- 
men, we should show them while they are 
little that we expect to be able to trust 
them. Then they will grow in depend- 
ability, naturally, day by day. 


“T regard the kindergarten as an essen- 
tial part of our school system. That some 
communities have given it up for the 
sake of immediate saving of costs and 
other communities have never recognized 
its value is regrettable.”—Franklin W. 
Johnson, President, Colby College, Maine. 


Is there a free kindergarten in your 
neighborhood? If not, you can find out 
how it is possible to obtain one by writ- 
ing to the National Kindergarten Asso- 
ciation, 8 West Fortieth Street, New York. 


SUBSTITUTE NO GOOD 


“Dad,” said his son, Charlie, “do you 
think they will ever find a substitute for 
gasoline?” 

“They have one now,’ replied his dad, 
“and I wish you’d give it a trial.” 

“Huh,” rejoined Charles, “I’ve 
heard of it. What is it?” 

“Shoe leather,” retorted his father. 


—Exchange. 


never 
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FOOD FACTS 
Did You Know That: 


——The natural yellow color of 
milk, cream and butter is due 
entirely to their carotene (“Pro- 
vitamin A’) content. 


——Onions grown in early spring 


are milder than those grown in 
hot weather, reports the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture. 


——The color of beeswax is derived 
from the color of the pollen of 
the flowers visited by the bees. 


—Refined Irish and Iceland moss 
have been suggested for use as 
substitutes for gelatine. 


These “food facts” are compiled by 
the Division of Consumer Informa- 
tion, New Jersey State Department 
of Agriculture, 


Teacher: “Who was the smartest in- 
ventor?” 

Pupil: “Thomas A. Edison. He invented 
the phonograph and radio so people could 
stay up all night and use his electric light 
bulbs.”—Missouri Pacific Magazine. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO WORD SANDWICHES 


NO. 32 
1. T-rope-S 5. A-mule-T 
2. S-tare-S 6. F-lash-Y 
3. S-hare-R 7. P-lane-T 
4, A-Dore-D 8. C-rate-S 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME 
NO. 40 


first is in noble but not in tall, 
second is in larger but not in small. 
third is in gentle but not in rude, 
fourth is in jostle but not in erude. 
My fifth is in Santa as well as in Claus, 
My sixth is in merits but not in flaws. 
My seventh is in single but not in two, 
My eighth is in many but not in few. 
My ninth is in effort but not in try, 
My tenth is in spider but not in fly. 
My eleventh is in wagon but not in sled, 
My twelfth is in “Prancer” but not in Ted. 
My thirteenth is in fir-tree but not in pine, 
My fourteenth is in fire-fly but not in 
shine. 
My fifteenth is in singing but not in song, 
My final is in planet as well as in prong. 
My whole is the name of the printer- 
patriot who said, “A good conscience is 
a continual Christmas.” —A.M.S. 


Mrs. Binks: “Well, this is good news, 
any’ow. Me daughter’s written to say she’s 
got a reg’lar job at last, as bridesmaid to 
a film actress at ’Ollywood.” 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene DeChant Seltzer 


The children of a Church School I know, 
will have one of the happiest Christmas- 
tides they have ever had. And why? Be- 
cause it will be a FOR OTHERS Christmas 
for boys and girls who have no father 
and no mother. The very first day of De- 
cember their home missionary pastor told 
them about-the 253 orphans in one of our 
Homes—that it costs a lot of money to 
feed and dress so many children, and to 
keep them warm and well. And scarcely 
had he given an envelope to each class, 
than the children began to plan how they 
would fill it. Some of the nickles and 
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dimes will be earned, and some will be put 
into the envelopes instead of being spent 
for movies, candy canes and chocolate 
Santas. And your Aunty Seltzer can 
scarcely wait until every Church School 
will help the boys and girls to GIVE to 
others, rather than to expect an orange 
and a box of candy. Just think! One 
Reformed-Lutheran Church School I know 
spends SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH 
CHRISTMAS for ORANGES AND CAN- 
DY for its members! Just imagine how 
MUCH those SIXTY THOUSAND PEN- 
NIES would mean to our orphans, or to 
boys and girls in China who have nothing 
to live upon but roots or soap stone! So 
here’s to all my boys and girls who want 
to celebrate the birthday of the Babe 
Jesus by giving rather than getting, and 
who like to say, in the words of one of 
my Japanese girls, “The give man is hap- 
pyer than the receive man.” And she 
spelt “happier” with a “y” which, I think, 
is much better! 


A Rescued Christmas 


By Grace Harner Poffenberger 


Christmas was only two weeks away, 
and not a cookie, nor a fruit cake baked— 
not even a turkey ordered! 

Martha had not told the family yet, 
but she had decided that they would go 
out for Christmas dinner—it would ease 
the hurt a little. After all, the children 
were grown, and no longer needed a great 
fuss made at Christmas. 

What jolly times they had had in years 
gone by—the very thought of it made 
the stinging tears slip down! Weeks be- 
fore, preparations began in the kitchen, 
hundreds of cookies to be cut in odd 
shapes, and baked; great fruit cakes, both 
dark and light, to be made; and best of 
all the plum-puddings to be steamed—a 
day’s work in itself. But how delicious 
Mother’s plum-puddings were! 

For years and years, Martha and Dad 
had trimmed the trees—a sacred ceremony 
of their own, that was performed with 
much care and deliberation . 


Then Christmas morning at Home—when 
“Dada”, as the grandchildren had called 
her father, announced with a wide and 
meaning smile that the curtains to the 
living room would not be drawn until 
EVERYONE had eaten a hearty break- 
fast, and all were finished. So there was 
no use in anyone hurrying too fast! 

What a dramatic moment when all were 
finally lined up, expectantly waiting until 
Dada drew the curtains aside, revealing 
the great tree, in all the splendor of gar- 
lands of tinsel, and multi-colored balls; 
with the gleaming star at the very top— 
and the waxen cherub with spun glass 
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wings, dancing above the trees, where it 
hung suspended by a rubber cord from the 
ceiling—the “angel,” it had always been 
to the children. be 

But that was all over now—there was 
no longer any “Home” to go to for Christ- 
mas; no eager, understanding parents to 
share secrets, and to make of Christmas a 
jolly, joyous ceremony! 

Dad had been gone for sometime, and 
now MOTHER! The very thought of 
baking cookies made Martha sick with 
grief! Things could never be the same 
again—if only Christmas wouldn’t come! 
She felt that she could not endure it... 

Listlessly she put on her wraps to go 
to town; there was shopping that must be 
done, she supposed, and that dress that 
was being altered. So much had happened 
since she had bought it, she would attend 
to that the first thing. 

As the fitter came from the workroom 
Martha recognized the same stern-faced 
old maid, who had done much of her work 
for years. She explained apologetically, 
that the long illness and death of her 
mother had made it impossible for her to 
have the dress finished sooner; and her 
deep grief was apparent in her face. 

“Are you married?”, came the astonish- 
ing question from the fitter. “Have you 
children?” 

“Why, yes, I have my husband and my 
fami yee DU ite : 

“You are fortunate,” was the bitter an- 
swer. “I have no one. My parents were 
all I had—I never married because I was 
their sole support. 
I lost them both within the last three 
months! 
liness is terrible—sometimes I feel that 
I am losing my reason . +: ; 


Martha’s own sorrow slipped away into — 
the background before the heart hunger — 
of this stern-faced person who was suffer- 
ing torments greater than any she had 


known. 
never be as 
other; for after all she had her family ... 

Quite suddenly it seemed as though 


The emptiness in her life could 
great as in the case of the 


ie 


I lived for them, and 


I know what grief is—the lone- — 
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great light had burst through and flooded 


the day with brilliance! 
tion—almost of happiness—swept over hi 
as she sought to help the other by sug- 
gesting that she get a dog, or canary, 


night. 


They talked for quite awhile, Martha 


i 


knew from experience how much it helped 
just to be able to “talk it out.” 

As they parted, Martha was conscic 
of the fact that a change had come 
her; she was able to see how se t 
had been, forgetting everyone else in 
misery of her grief. > 

She finished her shopping briskly, f 
a pleasure and satisfaction in se 
suitable gifts for the family, then hu 
home. 
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At the dinner table that evening, she 
surprised them by announcing that she 
had a plan for Christmas. Each one, she 
said, was to invite a guest to spend the 
day with them—someone who was lonely, 
or unhappy; someone who needed love and 
friendship. 


The idea was hailed with enthusiasm; 
Bob, her son, said immediately, “Gee, Mom, 
that’s great! Wve been feeling sort of 
rotten about that young Cuban I spoke 
of; he really has nowhere to go. It’s too 
far for him to go home for the holidays. 
I shall invite him!” 


Lu promptly broke in with, “Oh, Mother, 
I’ve always thought it would be fun to 
get the poorest, loneliest little girl from 
the Orphans’ Home, and bring her ‘here 
to show her a real Christmas! Won’t it 
be a joy to buy toys again? Bob, you 
must put up your electric train, for kids 
love things that go... ” 

Martha’s husband had sat quietly lis- 
tening; but as her eyes met his question- 
ingly, he said, “Yes, Martie, I have a 
guest in mind, too. There is -a fine chap 
who comes ‘into the store quite often. 
He’s alone in the world. He waséa little 
too quiet and dignified for his wife. She 
ran away with another man. I should 
like to have him here—you will like him. 
But your guest, Martie, have you decided 
on yours?” 

“Mine is the one responsible for the 
whole idea,’ Martha answered. “She is 
the fitter at Blake’s. She, also, is alone 
in the world, and has no one to eare for 
her at all.” 


“Gee, Mom,’ Bob cut in, “you may be 
making a match of those two. Who 
knows?” 


The meal was finished in a hubbub of 
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excited plans; each one to be responsible 
for making his or her guest happy, buy- 
ing appropriate gifts, entertaining in what- 
ever way seemed most suitable. 

“Tm going to call Juan tonight, before 
anyone else has such a bright idea,’ an- 
nounced Bob, disappearing into the study, 
followed by Lu. 

Their father lingered for a moment by 
Martha’s side, slipped his arm around her, 
stooped and kissed her. “It’s a beautiful 
plan, Mother,’ he said. 

A few moments later in the kitchen, 
when Martha had completed her plans 
for breakfast, she added, “Annie, I have 
changed my mind about Christmas; get 
out the cookie sheets, we start in ‘the 
morning with our baking.” 

As she knelt by her bed that night, it 
was with mingled feelings of elation and 
shame. 

“Father, forgive me for my selfishness! 
To think that I should need a bitter, lonely, 
old maid to teach me that true happiness 
comes only through thinking of others. 
. . . Help us, dear God, to make them 
happy!” 


The Family Altar 


Rev. Alfred Grether, Defiance, 


HELP FOR WEEK DECEMBER 23-29 


Memory Verse: “The lovingkindness of 
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his right- 
eousness unto children’s children.”—Psalm 
103:17. 


Memory Hymn: “O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem.”’ 


Ohio 


Watching by the Chimney—A Conspiracy to Catch Santa Claus 


Theme Review: 
ile and 


Significance of the Ex- 
Restoration. 
Monday: Punishment for Sin 
Isaiah 1:1-9 

Sinners do not like to be punished for 
their transgressions and therefore do not 
give heed to God’s earnest warnings but 
and harden their hearts. Like the 
servant who said, “My lord delayeth his 
coming,” they put the day of reckonin 
far off and grow bolder in wrong-doing. 
Yet thereby they do not avert God’s 
severe judgments that are sure to over- 
take them but only increase their guilt 
and penalty. For all the sins that they 
commit (unless absolved through faith in 
Christ) men shall “receive a just recom- 
pense of reward.” The first chapter of 
Isaiah should make it clear to nations 
as well as individuals that to persist in 
sin against Him, to whom as Father all 
owe an everlasting debt of love and grati- 
tude, is inconceivable folly and madness. 
“Come now and let us reason together.” 

Prayer: To Thee, dear Father, we con- 
fess that we have sinned in thought, word 
and deed. Purge us of all guilt and quick- 
en us by Thy Spirit, so that we may flee 
every sinful way and whole-heartedly love 
and serve Thee. For Christ’s sake. Amen. 


close 
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Tuesday: Preservation in Exile 
Isaiah 49:8-13 

Not till the measure of their sin was 
full did God permit the enemy to lead His 
people into captivity. Their humiliation 
and suffering in the nature of the case 
were greater than words could describe. 
Yet God still bore them upon His heart 
and marvelously preserved them. It was 
His divine purpose, through His covenant 
with them, to “establish the earth”; and 
do we not clearly see from our lesson 
how he was directing all to that end? 
More tender words than these can no- 
where be found; no one, howsoever dwarf- 
ed his conception of God’s love may be, 
can with open heart read them and still 
feel that God is lacking in kindness and 
merey. Surely “He stayeth his rough wind 
in the day of the east wind” and over- 
rules all, even the judgments that descend 
upon His children, for good. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Father, for 
the many assurances brought to us in Thy 
Word and, also in Thy dealings with us, 
that Thou hast thoughts of peace and not 
of evil concerning Thy children. Do Thou, 
Israel’s Keeper and Defender, keep us 
and all of Thine very near to Thee. Amen. 


Wednesday: Peace Among Men 
Luke 2:8-20 

There was “music on the air” the night 
that Jesus was born. The sweetest song 
that mortals ever heard was sung by 
heaven’s minstrels, in whose utterances the 
principles and aims of the Christian relig- 
ion are clearly set forth. Their message 
was re-echoed by the shepherds, as they 
with great joy made known what was 
come to pass. And did not the very earth 
and the heavens themselves re-echo it? 
That harmonious blending of the voices 
of angels and men and nature was proph- 
etic. For centuries men had been “grop- 
ing for the keys of heaven’s harmonies.” 
In ‘Christ they are found! They who draw 
near to Him in the spirit of the shepherds 
and wise men find in Him all that they 
need to bring their lives, personally, into 
harmony with God, and catch the vision 
of a new heaven and a new earth per- 
fectly harmonized, perfect in love, peace 
and blessedness. 

Prayer: 
“All glory be to God on high 

And to the earth be peace; 

Good will henceforth from heav’n to men 
Begin and never cease.” Amen. 


Thursday: Prayer in Exile 
Daniel 9:15-19 
This celebrated prayer shows us, on 
the one hand, how truly its author was 
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identified with his people, sharing to the 
full their humiliation, pain and sorrow; 
and on the other hand, how exalted he 
was in his religious life, possessing inner 
qualities and powers of the highest type. 
Though the fully merited judgment that 
God visited upon him and his people bore 
down on his spirit with crushing effect, 
yet in his soul he, on their behalf, mounted 
up to God and vented his feelings in words 
so expressive, pleading and sincere that 
they grip the heart of every reader and 
convince one that prayer is of greatest 
value (as it was here), and that God, in 
His desire to heal and restore his erring 
children, only waits for men and nations 
to approach Him in the spirit of a Daniel. 

Prayer: To Thee, gracious God and 
Father, we turn again in prayer. Accept 
our praise and bring the inward and out- 
ward restoration to pass for which count- 
less hearts daily pray. “Revive Thy work 
in the midst of the years.” Amen. 


Friday: Pardon for Penitence 
Isaiah 40:3-11 


When men repent of their sins and are 
forgiven of God, their repentance is not 
a price which they pay to Him for what 
they receive. All of God’s gifts to crea- 
tures who have rebelled against Him are 
unmerited, and bestowed as divine favors, 
gifts of grace, for Christ’s sake. But 
repentance on their part is necessary to 
prepare the way for accepting the bless- 
ings proffered by Him. God can not 
come in a grand, triumphal entry to in- 
dividuals and peoples and make an end 
of woe and bring peace and blessing, till 
the mountains of their pride are leveled 
down and the deep gulches of mistrust, 
doubt, and opposition are graded up to 
receive Him. Then He gives the bless- 
ings of heaven in fullest measure. By 
such cooperation of the contrite, believing 
heart with God, “the heavenly Kingdom 
comes.” 

Prayer: 


“Come gracious Lord, descend and dwell, 
By faith and love, in every breast; 
Then shall we know and taste and feel 
The joys that cannot be expressed.” 


—Amen. 


GRACE CHURCH CELEBRATES DR. 
NOTT’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


Friday, November 29th, was just another 
day to most folks, but to the members of 
Grace Chureh of Milwaukee, it was in- 
deed an outstanding event—a day we have 
been looking forward to for sometime. For, 
just 50 years ago, November 29th, 1885, 
Dr. Henry C. Nott was ordained as our 
pastor. A half century has elapsed and 
by the grace of God he is still with us in 
the active ministry, surprisingly hale and 
hearty. As far as we know, never before 
in the history of the Reformed Church has 
a pastor served one congregation continu- 
ously for a period of 50 years. 


The Golden Jubilee celebration followed 
the national day of Thanksgiving, so for 
us it meant another day of joy and thanks- 
giving. A happy, devoted congregation 
turned out en masse to honor their be- 
loved pastor, who has guided them so 
faithfully during all these years. About 
500 partook of the sumptuous anniversary 
dinner which was served by the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, and it was necessary to handle 
the overflow crowd in the gymnasium. 


Elder Chas. A. Burgardt was toastmas- 
ter. Among those who lauded Dr Nott 
from the speakers’ table were some who 
were members of the Church even before 
Dr. Nott’s #iduction as pastor. Mrs. Otto 
A. Zedler, whose father was our first 
pastor, has been a member of the Church 
for 70 years. Hugo Zedler, a member for 
70 years, reminisced back to the days when 
“young Henry Nott started as our pas- 
tor.” John F. Grunkau, who was a mem- 
ber for 60 years, and who is still very 
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Saturday: Prosperity in Adversity 
Genesis 41:37-45 

Can anything, strictly speaking, be “ad- 
verse” to the man or woman whose heart 
is right with God—set at all times and 
under all circumstances to know and do 
His will? Do not the facts of history 
prove that to such the seeming obstacles 
and hindrances are only stepping stones 


SANTA CLAUS HELPERS 


“Come, children,’ said mother, “TI 
have a new game 
That all of my children can play; 
Be Santa Claus helpers, and do all 
you can 
To make others happy and gay.” 


‘There is poor widow Brown, with 
her boys and girls four, 
Who lives in the house on the 
hill; 
You can help Santa Claus fill their 
hearts with good cheer, 
And help him their stockings to 
fle ; 


“Tll give them my sled,” said Rich- 
ard the brave, 
“And ask good old Santa to bring 
Another one for us.” “I’ll give them 
two dolls,” 
Said Nina, “and carols we’ll sing.” 


Said Donna, “I’ll give them warm 
mittens and skates, 
For winter is surely quite near.” 
“They’ll like ‘Mother Goose’ with its 
pictures and rhymes,” 
Said Alice, who was a wee dear. 


When Christmas Eve came, happy 
children were they 
Who went to the house on the hill; 
And when the door opened, “Merry 
Christmas,” they said, 
And sang, “Peace to Men of Good- 
Will.” 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


active in Sunday School and Church work, 
said the opening prayer. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Davis came all the way from Freeport, 
Ill., to attend the celebration. She re- 
called Dr. Nott’s boyhood days in Free- 
port. Other speakers on the program were 
Mrs. Louise Walenta, Christ Weckmueller, 
Mrs. N. Baumann, Hermann Gerlach, Dr. 
A. F. Hinz, Mrs. J. Keeler, Mrs. J. C. Han- 
sen, Howard Melzer, Dr. C. C. Klumb, 
Gerald Burgardt, and William Klumb. 

In addition to heartfelt congratulatory 
remarks and expressions of praise, our pas- 
tor was also remembered in a material 
way. The congregation presented him with 
a new modernistic radio, and the Ladies’ 
Aid Society gave him $50 in gold, as well 
as a purse to Mrs. Nott. These gifts were 
greatly appreciated. The surprise gift of 
the occasion, however, was a leather-bound 
book containing dozens of congratulatory 
letters received from ministers, mission. 
aries and laymen all over the world. The 
front of the book contained pen and ink 
sketches of the three Church homes used 
by the congregation. The wedding pic- 
tures of Rev. and Mrs. Nott, as well as 
the Nott family picture were reproduced 
in sepia. The book was masterfully pre- 
pared by Miss Dorothy Keeler, and is 
something Dr. and Mrs. Nott will cherish 
all their lives. 

' Anniversary festivities continued Sun- 
day, Dee. 1. At 9.30 A. M. the Sunday 


School held special services in charge of — 
and today, and for ever.” 


Miss Ella Klumb. The primary and begin- 
ners’ departments joined the grown-ups for 
the occasion. They marched into the audi- 
torium, each little tot carrying a golden 
chrysanthemum in honor of the pastor. 
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by which they rise to higher levels, favor- 
able winds that speed them in their quest 
for the true riches. “Who can harm you, 
if you are followers of that which is good?” 
Though Joseph’s brethren meant to do him 
real harm, yet because of his uprightness 
of heart and trust in God their attempts 
on his life and good name were overruled 
in his favor. One feels justified in saying 
that he thrived on the adversity inte which 
by them he was plunged. How often in - 
human affairs have his experiences been 
re-enacted by persons who made it the 
rule of their lives to put “first things 
first.” 

Prayer: Dear Savior, as we look for- 
ward unto this new day, be Thou with us 
and guide us in the way in which Thou 
wouldst have us go. If trials and adver- 
sity should come, help us to profit and 
prosper by them. Amen. 


Sunday: Praise for- Victory 
Psalm 126:1-6 ‘ 

God’s children have the assurance that 
they shall be more than conquerors, pro- — 
viding they do not east their confidence’ i 
away, but cling to Christ, even through 4 
the hardest and most oppressive experi- — vy 


ences. Trusting Him they cannot fail. Be = 
cause He is their hope they can sing songs 
of joy, even when their skies are thickly ib 


o’er-clouded. Though at such times the a 
praise may flow in minor tones, when the  —__ 
shadows flee and the mists are dispelled, 
the change to “major” quickly follows —_ 
and their hallelujahs flow forth as natur- 
ally as sparkling, singing waters pour’ 
from perennial springs. “Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter and our tongue 
with singing.” ; 7 ai? 
Prayer: Give us, Lord, a heart and mind 
to praise Thee at all times. Help us each 
day, regardless of trials and hindrances, 
to sow seeds that will bear fruits of eternal 
joy. Let us not at the harvest come b 
fore Thee empty-handed. Amen. | 


Amateurs have been so _ successful 
the entertainment field that there is some 
talk of them invading college football— 
Life. 


Miss Sara Frueler, who has served us 
many years as Sunday School teae! 
gave an interesting historical sketch 
the early days of our Sunday Sehool. Sk 
told of the first Sunday School pienies 
the old “Shooting Park,” and reealled 
day when Helen Nott gave her first 
solo at the age of two. A large : 
picture of Dr. Nott was presented 
Sunday School at this time, the pie 
being unveiled by Dr. Nott’s winsome 
granddaughter, Carol. Ewald Klum 
the presentation speech. Harry Jossi a 
Rosa Gross sang the pastor’s fav 
hymn, “This is My Father’s World, 
George W. Richards, President of t 
eral Synod and of our Theological | 
nary at Laneaster, favored us with a 
address. "3 p. 
Church services at 10.30 were very im 
pressive. Dr. and. Mrs. Nott and the 
sistory members and their wives, 1 
the choir in the processional. 
Grosshuesch, President of the 
House College, gave the invocati 
choir sang “Jehovah Reigneth,” Psz 
This anthem was composed by P 
Kurtz, a former pastor of our 
the one who preached the ordin 
mon. for Dr. Nott, Nov. 29, Ii 
anniversary sermon was deliv 
Richards. In glowing terms h 
long ministry of Dr. Nott, 
text St. Paul’s epistle to 
xiii,8: “Jesus Christ the s 
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sin came to pay tribute to Dr. Nott. Musi- 
cal numbers included selections by a string 
quartette, organ solos by Hermann A. 
Nott, and Choir anthems directed by our 
former Choir Director, Carl Haase. The 
Misses Esther Zeuhlke and Helen Nott 
sang a selection from Mendelssohn’s Hymn 
of Praise, “I Waited for the Lord.” Short 
addresses were made by Dr. Paul Gross- 
huesch and Rev. F. W. Knatz, the latter 
pastor of our sister Church—Immanuel. 
The services were followed by a reception 
and tea. 

Dec. 5th our Brotherhood of Andrew and 
Philip gave a Golden Jubilee Dinner to 
which were invited members of the Mil- 
waukee Ministerial Association and Coun- 
cil of Churches. About 175 men attended 
this meeting, including a large number of 
Protestant ministers serving Milwaukee. 
Dr. George L. Robinson, Professor of Bibli- 
cal Literature and English Bible at the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chi- 
cago, gave the principal address. Rev. Mr. 
Miller, pastor of Perseverance Presbyter- 
ian Church, extended the greetings of the 
Ministerial Association, and Elder C. E. 
Houtkamp of the First Reformed Church, 
spoke in behalf of the Council of Churches. 


—Arthur J. Gerlach. 


UNITED STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 


Stewardship is not dead, but very much 
alive; and so are its champions. ' This was 
very evident at the annual meeting of the 
United Stewardship Council of the United 


States and Canada, held at Washington, 
“a D. C., Dee. 6 and 7, where, under the in- 
d spiring leadership of President Dennison 
-———s of Dayton, O., a number of men and women 
7) spent the days considering the present 
Vaeu status, the needs of and the program of 
3 Stewardship as related to the Protestant 
i. Churches comprising a membership of 
Te 25,000,000. 
aca” Whilst no Church communion at this 
i” time has a full-time secretary in the field, 
oe and the work of Stewardship has been 
--—s integrated into the denominational pro- 
aa . gram of educational agencies, yet the same 
individuals and some of their associates, 
‘ who formerly devoted their entire time to 
A this work, are still giving their thought 


and leadership to the same in connection 
with other varied and important duties. 
However, it was felt at this conference, 
~~ ‘that more time and attention will be re- 
is quired to meet the growing demands of 
_-— recognition of the importance of the teach- 


ing and direction of Stewardship in many 
, quarters today. 

“>, Instead of shrinking up, because of eco- 

z _- nomie pressure upon the Boards, Steward- 

ship has grown to world proportions. Dr. 

_ -‘MeConaughy, the veteran Stewardship 


leader, who was present at this meeting, 
__- reported that Stewardship is being directed 
in an organized way by groups and 
Churches in England, France, China, 
Korea, Japan, Siam, India and requests 
have come from Germany by some of the 
Chyrch leaders. 
- The world needs the teaching, under- 
standing and application of the principles 
of Christian Stewardship as never before, 
in order to evaluate life and live it in 
_ relation to the Kingdom of God. 
_ Some years hence a World’s Stewardship’ 
Conference will be held after the forces 
in our own country and Canada have de- 
veloped a greater unanimity of fellowship 
i purpose and held a convention of, 
own, as was arranged at this meet- 
- Such matters and many others were 
ed at this conference. 
: new publications were an- 
The recent book of Bishop Fran- 
onnell on “Christian Materialism,” 
t the request of the Council, was 
d will prove stimulating to all 
tewardship. . 
Stewardship, that lends it- 
day School lessons is pre- 
ulson under direction of 
e on Stewardship is- 
arches is listed by 


ta. ¥ 
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the Council and interchanged among its 
members; practical plans for Stewardship 
teaching of children and young people are 
discussed; encouragement is given to dra- 
matization and visualization of Steward- 
ship teachings; insignia for imprints on 
Stewardship literature were suggested; 
methods ot Stewardship presentation and 
teaching in schools, Churches, summer con- 
ferences, interdenominational gatherings 
were discussed. Suggestions were made 
how, under the present limited leadership, 
this vital study can be conducted with 
profit to the individual, the Churches and 
the world. 

Surely with such a wide range of items 


.on the program, the thought and time of 


those present was “filled to the full.” Two 
days passed quickly and left with the 
members an even greater desire to con- 
tinue their studies and efforts more than 
ever that this important teaching and 
philosophy of Jesus may have its heart- 
deep. and world-wide reach and influence. 

Some of the great leaders were detained 
through pressing duties, but almost with- 
out exception, they assured the conference 
of their genuine interest. The secretary 
was in India and one of our veterans, Dr. 
Crawford, had recently passed to his re- 
ward. Dr. Wm. E. Lampe, of our own com- 
munion, has played a Jarge part in shaping 
and keeping up this Council and through 
his sane and strong convictions has helped 
materially in keeping Stewardship in the 
program of the Christian Churches as a 
vital and life-giving element. 

Whilst the attendance was not large, it 
was potential and full of power as evi- 
denced by the resolution to be published 
later, whose content and spirit will un- 
doubtedly help curb vicious practices and 
help to improve present-day methods of 
raising monies in our Churches for Chris- 
tian work. This alone was worth the con- 
ference. 

The Rey. H. L. Streich, who has done 
a fine piece of work along Stewardship 
lines in the Evangelical Synod, was present 
and shared with others the joy of deepened 
thought and fellowship. 

It heartened the brethren to have the 
newest statistics presented showing that 
there had been an increase in givings in 
18 out of the 22 communions to the extent 
of $4,805,495 during the last year. Total 
contributions of Protestant Churches was 
$300,000,000. Officers for 1936 were elect- 
ed as follows: President, Dr. H. C. Weber, 
New York; vice-president, Dr. J. M. G. 
Darms; secretary and treasurer, Dr. Harry 
S. Meyers, New York. These officials, to- 
gether with the chairmen of the various 
committees, constitute the Executive Com- 
mittee. : 

It was indeed both a privilege and a 
challenge to be present and to enjoy the 
association of such far-visioned and high- 
thinking men and women, who have at 
heart the growth and development of the 
Master’s teachings in the life of the 
Chureh and of individual Christians. 

—J. M. G. Darms. 


COMPENSATIONS OF OLD AGE 


(An address delivered to the guests of 
Homewood, Hagerstown, Md., on the 
occasion of the annual Thanksgiving 

Service held by the Christian En- 
deavor Society of Christ Church, 
by Eleanor Keller Sprecher) 


“Surely goodness and loving-kindness 
shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah 
forever.” Let us rejoice in the realization 
that His goodness and loving-kindness 
shall follow us all the days of our lives, 
and that we cannot get away from the 
goodness and loving-kindness of our 


Father God. 


All through the days of childhood’s 
lovely innocence, and through the days of 
youth, with its courage, high ideals, and 
impatience of the achievement of its pur- 
pose; through the years of maturity, that 
follow youth-years of patient toil, of bur- 


\ 
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den bearing and sacrifice; years of dis- 
illusionment as well as of achievement, 
and on into old age, God’s goodness fol- 
lows us still. 

And what has old age to offer in proof 
of the goodness and loving-kindness of the 
Lord? Age, from whose grasp many 
shrink with dread and aversion; age, that 
brings with it the closing of many of the 
doors of opportunity; age, that brings 
physical and mental weakness, loneliness, 
and seeming uselessness. Are these things 
true? 

But age also brings release from the 
uncertainty of toil and tumult, from haste 
and passion, and from fear and pain. One 
by one, we lay aside our duties and re- 
sponsibilities and we are free. Now we 
have time for those things that we have 
long wished to do, but for which we have 
been too busy. Perhaps it is to revel in 
the beautiful thoughts of many great 
authors; perhaps to give expression to 
one’s own thoughts as they come to us 
through the years, or to fashion something 
of beauty with our own hands. Maybe 
just to have the joy of being a child again 
with little children. Is opportunity really 
closed to folk like this? 

Now we are free to take our book of 
memories, and remove those pages which 
should be forgotten, because they carry 
with them a sting; and to treasure up in 
our hearts all the loving, helpful, and 
gracious memories that have come to us 
throughout the years; and because we are 
free from passion and haste we are now 
ready to give to the many hungering hearts 
all round about us understanding, and 
sympathy, and compassion. Is this, after 
all, being of little use in the world? 

Best of all, there comes the opportunity 
by day and by night, to get close to the 
heart of God. To see Him in the morning 
sunrise, and the privilege of a new day 
lived in His presence; to see Him and hear 
His voice in nature, in His Holy Word, 
in our brother man, and in the quiet com- 
munion of our own heart with Him, until 
at last He shall be— 


“Closer to us than breathing, 
And nearer than hands and feet.” 

Is there room for loneliness, fear, or 
pain, in such a life as this? “Surely good- 
ness and loving-kindness shall follow me 
alt the days of my life; and I shall dwell 
in the house of Jehovah forever.” 


Hagerstown, Md. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE 


The Fourth Annual Young People’s Insti- 
tute of Philadelphia Classis was held at 
Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa., on Fri- 
day, Nov. 20. 60 young people from 10 con- 
gregations, together with pastors and other 
leaders, spent the entire day considering 
the theme, “Christ in the Life of the 
Church.” 

A group from First Church, Spring City, 
had charge of the opening service of wor- 
ship. Following this, the Rev. Fred D. 
Wentzel spoke on the subject, “Is Christ 
in the Church?” Mr. Wentzel stated that 
Christ finds it difficult to live in an insti- 
tutional Church, and in a Church which 
is individual rather than social in its con- 
cerns. He suggested that if we want Christ 
in the Church we must be sensitive to 
finer values, be more reverent and fraternal 
in the deepest sense. 

Discussion groups were conducted in the 
morning and afternoon with the following 
leaders in charge: Mrs. Virginia Weber 
Gould, Rev. E. N. Faye, Rev. Raymond 
E. Wilhelm, and Rev. Purd E. Deitz. Topics 
under consideration were “The Church that 
Would Challenge Me,” and “What Can I 
Do to Help Build such a Church?” Re- 
ports by delegates summarizing the discus- 
sions were presented around the luncheon 
table and at the close of the afternoon 
session. Secretary Wentzel gave the clos- 
ing address, in which he brought together 
the findings of the several groups. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of reports were presented 
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to all delegates at the close of the confer- “The Servant in the House.” The per- 

ence. ; formance was presented by the Players’ 
A recreation period, in charge of Dor- Guild of First Church, Philadelphia. 


othy Witmer, of Trappe, was held in the 
college gymnasium before the dinner hour. 
The conference was brought to a fitting 


Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, chairman of the 
Classical Committee on Christian Educa- 
tion, had charge of the arrangements for 
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close by the presentation of the drama, the conference. 
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regulation requiring every 


A Treasury 
taxpayer to file two copies of his Federal 
income tax return next March has been 


announced. The additional copy will be 
made available to State and local tax 
collectors. 

Pledging the British Government to 
“firm support of the League of Nations” 
and to the building up of her defenses for 
safeguarding the empire, an address by 
King George on Dec. 3, openeu the 9th 
Parliament of his reign. The traditional 
ceremonies accompanying the opening of 
Parliament were cancelled because of the 
death of Princess Victoria, sister of the 
King. 

A national campaign for abolition of 
slums and for increased Federal aid to 
promote low-cost housing was started Dee. 
3 at a luncheon meeting of the National 
Public Housing Conference in New York 
City. 

The John Fritz Medal, highest in the 
engineering profession in the United 
States, was presented Dec. 3 to Dr. William 
F. Durand, professor emeritus of mechan- 
ical engineering at Leland Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

Colonel Henry L. Doherty, chairman of 
the National Committee for the 1936 Birth- 
day Ball for the President, has announced 
plans for the benefit parties to be held 
on President Roosevelt’s 54th birthday, 
Jan. 30. 

The National Association of Manufac- 
turers, the outstanding body in formulat- 
ing industrial policy in this country, open- 
ed its annual convention in New York 
City Dee. 4. Clinton L. Bardo, the presi- 
dent, said in his opening address, “In- 
dustry, much against its will, has been 
forced to enter the political arena or be 
destroyed as a private enterprise.” 

An appropriation to establish a trans- 
atlantic air mail service will be asked of 
Congress at the next session, Postmaster 
General Farley announced Dec. 4. He said 
that he hoped there would be an Amer- 
ican air line across the Atlantic to match 
the Pan American service now operating 
over the Pacific. 

A large stone cross and a little chapel 
will be erected to the memory of Queen 
Astrid of Belgium on the shore of the lake 
in Switzerland where she met her death 
last August. 

The King and Queen of Italy have given 
their wedding rings to Mussolini for de- 
fense of their country. When the Italian 
women gathered at the tomb of the Un- 
known Soldier on Dee. 18 and offered their 
gold wedding rings, Queen Elena was 
among them. 


Premier Mussolini, a Mark Twain de- 
votee, has contributed $200 to the fund 
for a shrine at St. Louis to the memory 
of the author. 


As a eritical situation again arose in 
North China, simultaneous warnings came 
from the United States and Great Britain 
against Japanese attempts to alter the 
status there.—Secretary of State Hull cited 
treaty rights—that the United States 
meant to respect its agreements and ex- 
pected other countries to respect theirs. 

A decline between 1933 and 1934 of 
more than 30% in the number of persons 
with net incomes of $1,000,000 or more 


was revealed Dee. 5 by the Treasury on 
the basis of income tax returns. 

Italian airplanes recently dropped 1000 
bombs on Dessye, headquarters of Emperor 
Haile Selassie, wrecking his palace and 
much of the town. A hospital conducted 
by American Adventists was badly dam- 
aged. Red Cross tents were set afire. 
The dead were estimated at 32 and the 
injured at 200. 

Premier Laval of France obtained a 
vote of confidence, Dec. 7, by 351 to 219 
after the Right and Left parties in the 
Chamber of Deputies had agreed to dis- 
solve their armed leagues. Premier Laval 
had submitted three bills providing for 
such action and for heavy penalties against 
carriers of arms. 

President Roosevelt will formally open 
the 1936 Demoeratie campaign at the Jack- 
son Day dinner in Washington on Jan. 8, 
Postmaster General James A. Farley an- 
nounced Dee. 6. 

In appreciation of his work in the resto- 
ration of Williamsburg, Colonial capital 
of Virginia, the Society of Virginians pre- 


sented a bronze medal to John D. Rocke- ° 


feller, Jr. The work of restoring the 
capital cost $15,000,000. 

The China Clipper finished the round 
trip crossing of the Pacific Ocean Dee. 6 
when it landed at Alameda, Cal., 7 hours, 
5 minutes under the schedule, due to an 
unusual shift in the wind. The entire dis- 
tance covered in this round trip was 16,000 
miles and took 122 hours, 42 minutes, fly- 
ing time from Alameda to Manila and back 
to Alameda. 

According to figures available, American 
oil companies have an investment in Italy 
of $70,000,000 to $80,000,000, while the 
stake of the British owned or controlled 
concerns approximates $100,000,000. 

Finland paid $230,453 on the date due, 
Dec. 15, to meet its obligation on its war 
debt, the State Department announced. 

Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen, United States 
Minister to Denmark, sailed Dee. 7 for 
Copenhagen to return to her diplomatic 
post after a vacation in this country. 

Only one person in the United States 
had a net taxable income of more than 
$5,000,000 in 1934, and his was between 
$6,000,000 and $9,000,000, Internal Revenue 
Bureau figures showed Dec. 8. 6 classes 
of net income were grouped to conceal 
identity. 

88 persons were killed and 44 injured 
when an avalanche of ice swept down upon 
the Soviet city of Kirovsk, Dee. 5. 

With his holiday at Warm Springs, Ga., 
over, President Roosevelt, Dec. 9, made 
two speeches—the first one at Chieago 
before the American Farm Bureau Feder- 
ation and the second one at South Bend, 
Ind., where he attended, at Notre Dame 
University, the convocation in commemora- 
tion of the establishment of the Common- 
wealth of the Philippine Islands. The 
President received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws. He arrived in Washing- 
ton Dec. 10 where immediately he grappled 
with problems nee to the convening 
of Congress on Jan. 3. 

One death and more than $1,000,000 
property damage was caused by flood 
waters Dec. 8 at Houston, Texas. 
ranging 
days caused the floods. 
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Thomas H. McDonald, Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Public Roads, said Dec. 8 that 
the complete construction of 24,609 miles 
of highway had been financed by the gov- 
ernment from Aug., 1933, to June 30, 
1935. 

Dr. Lafayette Benedict Mendel, pioneer 
and world authority on nutrition, died at 
his home in New Haven, Dee. 9. He was 
63 years old and Professor at Yale. Last 
year he was elected the first president of 
the American Institute of Nutrition, and 
in 1927 he received the gold medal of the 
American Institute of Chemists. 

Mrs. Nina Grieg, 90, widow of the com- 
poser, died Dee. 9 in Copenhagen. Her 
husband died 28 years ago. Their romance 
inspired some of his best songs, including 
one of the most beautiful ones, “Melodies 
of the Heart.” 

Bruno Richard Hauptmann’s plea for a 
review of the trial as a result of which 
he was sentenced to die for the kidnapping 
and murder of the Lindbergh baby was 
refused by the Supreme Court Dee. 10. 


The formal opening Dee. 9 of the five- 
power naval conference at London hopes 
to supersede the treaties of Washington 
and London with a new agreement for the — 
limitation of naval armaments. The United _ 
States asked for a 20% naval cut. Great — 
Britain and Japan are cool to this pro- 
posal. The Japanese demand parity and 
Great Britain wants more ships. It 
is non-committal. 
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But “the devastation caused by the Box- 
ers,” terrible as it was, was far surpassed 
by “the atrocities committed by the a1 
of occupation.” “The curse of the fore 
armies,” after the Boxer outbreak | 
been completely suppressed, was “wit! 
a shadow of excuse.” It was an invas: 
defying the rules of international law. 
Arthur H. Smith is quoted as saying: 
of the lessons which have been 
upon the Chinese ... is the moral 
ity of foreigners to Chinese.” 

A bright spot in these days was 
living Christianity of Chinese Christi 
The difficulties of winning the literat 
Christianity was formidable, but 
man’s work was helped, financi 
otherwise, by outstanding Confu 
who saw its significance and—I 1 
—who were undoubtedly deeply influe 
by Fletcher Brockman as I have 
him. One of the reasons for the 
tion of foreign trade was the “fear of 
disintegrating influence of the foreig 
upon the moral life of the communit 
Brockman’s suggestion that Chris 
Confucianists cooperate in the work 
Young Men’s Christian Associa’ 
heartily adopted. In the app 
scholars and students, their inte 
science was used, not to introduce 
ious propaganda, but it was a 
cultivating relations of friends' 

In 1904, we are told, “Jap 
acknowledged guide” of China 
the Minister of Foreign Affair 
insisted that friendship between 
Japan should be a fixed policy ¢ 
of both countries.” In 1912 n 
the Chinese Senate were retu 
from Japan. During this 
Christian colleges were exere 
influence which continues to 
not ee but, Trew 


faith, hope, and 
A large rtion of ses 
expect of Brock 


as one wo 
achievements’ of others for 1 
opened the doors 
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titled “One Sows, Another Reaps,”’ mag- 
nifies the pioneer work of his predecessors. 
He saw “that the danger of syncretism was 
real” and the need of personal experience 
of the Christian faith to avoid it. “We 
cannot place physical rehabilitation or 
economic adjustment ahead of .. . spirit- 
ual forces.” “The spread of Christianity 
is the one most fundamental and impera- 
tive duty of the hour.” As an inspira- 
tional volume on the spirit of missions this 
book has not been surpassed in recent 
years, if ever. 
Charles S. Macfarland. 


Other Books This Week 


“Frank Answers to Youth Questions.” 
F. B. McAllister. Revell. Contains the 
kind of questions all young people are 
asking and gives the kind of answers that 
appeal to them. 

“The Power to See It Through.” Harry 
E. Fosdick. Harper and Bros. Courage- 
ous, experientially convincing,—Fosdick 
continues to grow. 

“The Translators to the Reader.” Edited 
by Edgar J. Goodspeed. University of 
Chicago Press. A preface to the King 
James version such as is needed by all 
Bible readers. 

“Loaves and Fishes.” Hereward Car- 
rington. Scribners. Studies of the mir- 
acles, the resurrection and immortality in 
the light of modern psychie knowledge. 
The person of Jesus is considered psychi- 
cally, the general effect being to validate 
the miraculous elements. Valuable to 
aa those who find its sort of evidence neces- 
sary to faith—as I do not. 
hy —C.S.M. 


i TO THE PASTORS AND CONSISTORY- 
__ MEN OF THE “R” GROUP OF THE 
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rd EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED 
a CHURCH 
a A Heart-to-Heart Message 
__-Dear Brother: 
— You would have every right to reproach 
‘t us for failure to do our duty, if we did 
“ not send this final appeal to every pastor 
and Church officer to do the very best you 
= ¢an to raise as much as possible on the 
Py 1935 Apportionment. Short as the time 
“4 is, much can yet be done if your people 
. are told the facts. Every penny received 
iA by the Boards up to and including January 


7th will be credited. ; 
_ Surely you know that, in spite of gen- 
erally improved conditions throughout our 
_ country, which made us hope for increased 
gifts, the total amount received by all 
your Boards is actually thousands of dol- 
_- lars less up to the end of November than 
the small Apportionment received up to 
____ that date last year. This is so serious that 
something should certainly be done about 


+t. 

‘We are uniting in the hope and prayer 
that this may be the most fruitful De- 
- cember in many years, because the need 
is so great. With so many missionary 
salaries unpaid, with many causes plead- 

ing piteously for help, and the smallest 
amount received on the Apportionment to 
date for many years, have we not the 
ght to ask for unusual self-denial at this 
adsome Christmas season for the sacred 
ses which you have entrusted to the 

t of your Boards, and which are 
ersoné bility of every loyal 
and member of our Church? 
nting upon your personal co-opera- 
meeting this emergency, we are, 


ae) 
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| Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 


Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


The Mission Bands of Tohickon Classis 
held their fall Mission Band Rally at St. 
Luke’s Church, Ferndale, Pa., on Nov. 16, 
with 222 children present. All the bands 
of the Classis were represented. A young 
man spoke to the children on Mexico. He 
had visited Mexico this summer and he 
told the children some very interesting 
things that the books really do not touch 
upon, 


Fine cooperation was shown in the 
Thank Offering service held at St. Steph- 
en’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., on Sunday even- 
ing, Nov. 24, when the W. M. §., Girls’ 
Guild, Boys’ Guild and the Mission Band 
all took part in the program. Mrs. H. U. 
Johns, president of the W. M. S., presided 
and gave a short talk about Thank Offer- 
ing. The Mission Band presented the play, 
“The Book,” and Miss Christine Yoder, 
a student at Lebanon Valley College, sang 
“My Task.” The Girls’ Guild gave very 
impressively the play, “Tired of Missions,” 
which was enthusiastically received. The 
Boys’ Guild acted as ushers and received 
the offering. A fine attendance was. noted 
and a splendid Thank Offering received. 

The W. M. S., Friendship Missionary 
Circle and Girls’ Guild of St. Mark’s 
Church, Lebanon, together, held their 
Thank Offering service Wednesday even- 
ing, Nov. 20, in the Chapel. The service 
was in charge of the Thank Offering sec- 
retaries of the two adult societies, who 
together presided at the meeting. Mrs. 
Jesse Mengel of Reading, Pa., gave an in- 
teresting address and several members of 
each society took part in musical numbers 
‘and readings which all combined to make 
a very interesting service. 


Life at Miyagi College, Sendai, Japan. 
The English Club of Miyagi College carries 
on many varied activities, according to 
“The Fountain,’ a mimeographed paper 
which this English club prints every term. 
Their first meeting this fall was a wel- 
come for Dr. and Mrs. Carl Kriete, re- 
turned from their furlough in America, for 
Miss Alma Naefe and Miss Alice Illsley, 
new teachers, and for Miss Lindsey, re- 
turning to school after an illness. The 
welcome speeches given at this meeting 
will be printed in this column next week. 
On Sept. 25, the English 2 class presented 
a scene, “An Hour of Review Lesson in 
Poetry.” Miss Hiratsuka played as teach- 


’ er and the rest of the class were students. 


On Oct. 2 the English 3 class presented 
a playlet called “The China Orange.” On 
Oct. 16 the English 1 class gave “Feather- 
top,” dramatized from Hawthorne. The 
playlet, very funny yet full of satire, was 
well performed. 


The Y. W. C. A. of Miyagi College also 
held a welcome after school on Sept. 13, 
for Dr. and Mrs. Kriete, Miss Naefe and 
Miss Illsley. A merry hour of singing 
hymns, eating cakes and playing funny 
games was enjoyed. Dr. Kriete told of the 
school life and the Y. W. C. A. work 
among girls in America. The Y. W. C. A. 
Sales Department was given a room and 
was moved there by the beginning of the 
fall term. Stationery and other neces- 
sary things are now arranged so that they 
may be bought at the student’s conveni- 
ence. Miss Sawaki works there every day 
very busily. 


Dr. A. V. Casselman, Secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, visited Miyagi 
College Sept. 16. A welcome meeting 
was held for him in the High School 
Chapel, when he told the students various 
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things about the early days of Miyagi 
College. A gift was given to him in honor 
of his visit. On Sept. 27, a concert was 
given to welcome him, in which the High 


School girls and the students of the Music 
Department did very well. 

Did you know that it was a Jew who 
brought the Gospel to Rome; a Roman 
who took it to France; a Frenchman who 
took it to Seandinavia; a Scandianavian 
who took it to Scotland; a Scotchman who 
evangelized Ireland; and an Irishman in 
turn made the missionary conquest of Scot- 
land? Surely all our missionary work is 
following these examples by taking the 
Gospel to others. 

Did you know that 20 years ago we did 
not have a single deaconess at work in 
the Reformed Church? Now, look at the 
splendid roll: Elizabeth Nanassy, Dayton, 
O.; Mrs. Paul Daroezy, Detroit, Mich.; 
Gertrude Gorombey, East Chicago, Ind.; 
Anna Melegh, Homestead, Pa.; Sarah Kal- 
assay, Lorain, O.; Anna Bogar, McKees- 
port, Pa.; Lillian Sopko, New York City; 
Irene Nagy, Toledo, O.; Elizabeth Kish, 
Memorial Church, Toledo, O. Then, too, 
all these deaconesses are supported by the 
Wie Aas: 


Letters to the Editor 


A REPRESENTATIVE FORM OF GOV- 
ERNMENT IN OUR CHURCH? 


The question. mark to this title is sig- 


nificant. Is our Church government demo- 
cratic? In actual practice, is it? 

The final authority in a representative 
form of government is with the people 
themselves. However, this does not mean 
that duly elected representatives do not 
have any authority while in office. In 
fact, they are charged with certain defi- 
nite responsibilities and they are expected 
to use their best judgment in carrying out 
the wishes of the people who elected them 
to office. To do so they must exercise 
some authority, to a greater or lesser 
degree. If they have used poor judgment 
or abused authority, they can be replaced 
at the end of their term by other repre- 
sentatives. 

That is the American system of govern- 
ment, and to avoid confusion and chaos 
we must place some confidence in our 
duly elected representatives and stand by 
our system rather than to permit mob 
rule or not to recognize the authority 
vested in chosen representatives. Most 
of our American institutions are copied 
after our government in their constitu- 
tional set-up. This includes our Churches. 
It includes our own Church. 

What impresses one in our own Chureh 
(and I am now thinking of the “R” group) 
is the resentment felt for constituted auth- 
ority. Why is it that almost anything 
that comes from 15th and Race Sts. in 
Philadelphia is obnoxious to so many of our 
Churchmen including some ministers, and 
often rather influential ministers? Person- 
ally in my own contacts with other insti- 
tutions than the Church, I have yet to 
find one in which leading members so glar- 
ingly disregard official documents from 
headquarters as they do in our Church, 
Men are so unwilling to follow the leader- 
ship they have selected. 

Plans, ,suggestions, and orders if you 
please, coming from headquarters, are not 
respected and even arouse the ire of some. 
Men are irritated every time authority 
speaks. I don’t want to be understood as 
being opposed to having any one express 
his personal opinion and conscientiously 
stick to it until shown to be wrong. What 
I have in mind is the general attitude 
toward programs proposed for the larger 
work of the Church. Such a spirit of dis- 
respect does prevail among too many of 
our pastors and Classical leaders. 

What other institution than the Church 
should be first to display the spirit of 
brotherhood in the administration of its 


an 


JO REFORMED 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U.S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 


elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV, GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriehes the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 

Scholarships Available for Students 

for the Ministry 
Joun A. SCHAEFFER, PH.D.,Sc.D., President 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts, Group System 
Providing special Preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium, 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction, college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address ‘ 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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affairs? Can’t we learn to abide by the 
rule of the majority and do some things 
asked of us, even though they are not 
precisely as we would do? So long as they 
are administrative matters, why can’t we 
be loyal instead of hampering by criticism 
or by indifference? 

Why will ministers persistently refuse 
to even present the great causes from time 
to time to their people? Special days for 
the various Boards of our Church pass by 
and many regular Church attendants do 
not hear a word about them. Members are 
not informed of special appeals for paying 
back salaries of our missionaries or for 
other urgent needs. Such requests too 
often find their way to the waste basket 
and opportunities for greater benevolent 
giving are lost. 

We know that countless appeals come 
to all pastors, but those coming from 
causes within our own Church surely de- 
serve first consideration. At least they 
deserve to be presented to the people of 
every congregation so long as we pose as 
a missionary Church. Our Church can’t 
hope to clear its records of enormous debts, 
nor can it forge ahead in its program for 
the future, unless every minister and lay 
leader will show greater loyalty and be- 
come “sold” to the causes of our Church. 

Will: we unite in “selling” our whole 
Church program first to the 1200 or more 
ministers? How can we sell it to our 
membership if our ministers are not sold 
on it? Should we not set up a sales 
agency in every Classis and “sell” the min- 
istry? Why try to sell our programs to the 
hundreds of thousands of our membership 
before we sell it to our ministry? I am 
a volunteer for such a sales agency in our 
Classis. There are others and a sufficient 
number in each Classis to take care of 
their own needs in this respect. 

Many of our perplexing problems, finane- 
ial and otherwise, will fade out if we put 
on an intensive sales campaign throughout 
our Church. We must act and act now. 
We have “just talked” too long already. 

—C. S. A. 


A QUESTION OF USEFULNESS 


We have read the article in the “Messen- 
ger’ of December 5, on the selection of 
the Committee on Liturgy and question- 
ing the right of’ two ministers, who use 
a free service in their Churches, to serve 
on the Committee. We have many more 
Churches using a free service than we have 
those using a full liturgical service, and 
they certainly have a right to be repre- 
sented on the Committee. In that way 
we are much more likely to get a well- 
balanced service, free from extremes either 
way, and that is what the Church needs. 

We know only one of these ministers. 
He is a pastor of a large city Church with 
rather a free service. In that same city 
there are two Reformed Churches with a 
very full liturgical service. One of these 
died recently and was buried with few 
mourners and appropriate devotions. The 
other continues to sing, “Dear Lord, and 
shall we ever live at this poor dying rate?” 

In another city a Church has had about 
330 members who have enjoyed a litur- 
gical service and about the same member- 
ship for 50 years. Forty years ago a mis- 
sion was started with a free service. Now 
it has a great Sunday School and a con- 
gregation with over 1,200 members. In 
another city a Church with a liturgical 
service has had about 750 members for the 
past 45 years. In that same city another 
congregation had 250 members and a free 
service, now has over 1500 members. 

These are the facts in the case, and 
they suggest that perhaps the average peo- 
ple do not care for a liturgical service. The 
appointment of Dr. Richards is referred 
to with the suggestion that a Professor 
of Liturgies should have been appointed. 
Prof. Richards knows the Church as no 
other man knows it. He is far better 


fitted to serve on the Committee than any | 


cloistered Professor who finds it necessary 
to read his prayers. Dr. Richards knows 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Refortied Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B, S. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. Gnas Ww. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall ‘. 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys : 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 3 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision, 

Moderate cost. ; 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
) Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, low 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North rts 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- . 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the | 
professions, business life, home economics, and ‘ am 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern BM, 
professional and graduate schools. lame 


Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship 


Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 7¥ 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor spor 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D.., Litt. De i 


Salisbury, N. C. 
HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 
A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 vee 


CO-EDUCATIONAL ; 
College of Arts and Science = 2 
Conservatory of Music Baal 
School of Oratory ~~ 
Art Depart 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, re’ 
directors and social workers, and offers also 
wnedical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journ 
courses, and courses in business minist! 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teac 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, 
minimum expense. : 


“2 


; For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 


the needs of the Church in Worshi 
his beautiful spirit and high re 
the opinions of those who may diff 
him, we are sure to secure a sel 
will appeal to all our people. — 
When the Executive Committee 
the Committee on Liturgy, they n 
builded better than they knew. 
selection appealed at once to the | 
number of ministers and layme 
Church. With that Committee in 
we are not likely to go on the 
dissension and strife. A few 1 
minded high priests may not be sat 
but we will sing, ies 
“Glorious things of eae re p 
wrap | m4 9 our God.” 4 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE REV. DR. RICH- 
ARD C. SCHIEDT ON HIS SEVENTY- 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 


By the Rev. Thomas W. Dickert, D.D. 


if 


DEAR TEACHER, we have come to honor 
thee, 

In gratitude and deep sincerity, 

For what thy life and work to us have 
brought 

And for the lessons which thy 

taught, 

As at thy feet we sat with open mind, 

Intent the principles and truths to find 

Which thy keen mind was able to impress, 

That we might use them other lives to 
bless. 


wisdom 


TUE 


DEAR SCHOLAR, with the 
store 

Of wisdom and of consecrated lore, 

Which years of application have acquired, 

The goal to which their earnest zeal 
aspired, 

We honor thee for scholarship attained 

And for the eminence which thou hast 
gained, 

But most of all for the intrinsie worth 

To which these talents rare have given 


cumulative 


birth. 
III. 
DEAR DOCTOR, all the honors and de- 
grees, 


Enough the heart of any man to please, 
Which merit has attracted to thy name 
Have brought to thee a wide and lasting 
fame. 
In science, literature and art hast thou 
Attained a place which men must all avow 
Give thee high rank among the sons of 
men, 
Who rule the world with mind and tongue 
and pen. 
Vis 
DEAR SCIENTIST, with thy discernment 
keen 
The most unusual marvels hast thou seen; 
With microscope and scalpel hast laid bare 
The mysteries of life, which all men share, 
But which too few, alas! can ever know; 
With childlike faith and with a fervent 


glow 

In search of truth thy weary day didst 
plod , 

To find the source of all things is in God. 


Nis 
DEAR PREACHER, with an apostolie zeal 
The gospel unto men thou didst reveal 
And show them how amidst a world of 
strife, 
Translated: into character and life, 
_This gospel would all problems solve and 
bring 


_ Good will to men and teach them how to 


sin 

The song of Christian love and brother- 
hood 

And help them 
good. 


labor for the common 


Wi. 

DEAR FRIEND, with clasp of hand so 
strong and warm 

Thou didst reveal the pow’r of friend- 
ship’s charm, 

With ever ready symapthy and aid 

Thou didst encourage earnest efforts made, 

With words of praise for those who truly 
worked 

And undisguised disgust for those who 
shirked; 


_ Thou didst stand by in every time of need, 


And prove thyself a faithful friend indeed. 
VEL. 


DEAR PATRIARCH, an honorary name 


_We may bestow upon thee without blame; 

For three score years and fifteen make 
the span 

Since first thine earthly pilgrimage began; 


3G ede ean speak thou hast a tale to tell 


Which 1 no one else can bring to us so well. 
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DOLLARS HAVE WINGS- 
SO HAVE DAYS! 


Days pass. Weeks pass. 
it a lifetime whirls away. 


need money now, 


know 


Months pass. 
* Ok 


Even years pass. Before we 


You and your loved ones 


but you will need it even more in the sunset years 


to come when there will be fewer golden days to spend. 
Life Insurance is for the time when you will no longer be able 


to earn it. 


It costs so little and will mean so much when you need it. 


Write today, giving your birth date, to 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 


(Inte 


1805-07 WALNUT STREET, 


FUND 


rdenominational) 
PHILADELPHIA, PENN. A. 
Matthew J. Hyndman, D.D., 


President 


HALE -A- MILLION SOLD 7 
and commended he 


are SZ 
‘F" Cloth $1.90 Postpaid $2. 


F.H. REVELL CO., 158 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 


PULPIT—CHOIR 
GOWNS 


Illustrated Catalog with Material Sam- 
ples gladly sent on request 
E. R. MOORE COMPANY 
Makers Since 1907 


932 Dakin St. 


Chicago, IIl. 


INDIVIDUAL copes 


COMMUNION SERVICE Saas 
Send for Folder and SPECIAL a 


OFFER at low prices. Tray and 
86 glasses $6.50up. Glasses $1.00 dozen, Outfits in Alumi- 
num, Chromium Plate, Silver Plate, Polished Wood, ete. 
Collection and Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 3 Lima, Ohio 


WANTED: 

Ursinus on the Catechism; Theleman on 
the Catechism. We can use several copies 
at all times. Ask for our FREE Catalog of 
New and Used Books at Bargain Prices. 


KREGEL’S BOOKSTORE 
525 Eastern Ave. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 


3 Imparts Colorand BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


With eager ears thy wisdom would we 
hear 


To show thee how we love and how revere. 


Vil. 


DEAR DOCTOR SCHIEDT, no need of 
argument 

Is there to prove the good and kind intent 

Of those who gather on thy natal day 

Their loyalty and friendship to display; 

With grateful hearts for all that thou hast 
given, 

We lift our hands in fervent prayer to 
heaven, 

Beseeching God’s rich blessing to abide 

And bring thee a triumphant eventide! 


‘““Write With The 
Word of God 


A Thought 
For Staunch 
Christians ! 


In Your Heart” 


“HONOR THY FATHER AND THY 
MOTHER” 


Distribute Without Cost 
THE WORD OF GOD 


All ‘‘The Ten Commandments’’ beautifully, 
distinctly and permanently imprinted on a 
Metal Compact Pencil—that opens full length 
with no points exposed— 
with large oversize eraser. Pearl finished— 
celluloid protected, will last many, many 
years. Send 10c in stamps or one dime to 
cover cost of handling and mailing—receive 
this pencil prepaid, with plans of how you 
can distribute the Word of God without cost. 
State denomination. Write—Gospel Aid 
Service, 1143 Fifth Avenue, New York N. Y. 

GOSPEL PENCIL Co. 

1143 R Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


—closes compact 


BOOK REVIEWS 


If A Man Die, by W. 
xviii and 199. Scribners, 


Cosby Bell. pp. 
1934. $1.75. 


One likes to know who is speaking and 
what are his backgrounds, whenever this 
whole subject is discussed, which Job rais- 
ed in the 14 chapters of his book. Here 
is a man who lived a most useful, joyous 
life as a minister and then a teacher of 
theology, and who approaches this ques- 
tion with a feeling that life as Jesus 
showed it and lived it, and as the author 
tried so hard to live it, is a most joyous 
thing. He uses his mind and hand and 
fishing rod with equal skill and enthus- 
iasm, and with a confidence which is so 
badly needed in this whole area, as else- 
where. 

His approach is not to burden the reader 
with all the texts and quotations he might 
have mustered, but to give a vital picture 
of life as Jesus taught it, and he succeeds 
admirably, for one puts down this work 
with the feeling, to quote a letter he sent 
his students when told that he had but a 
short time to live, “Tell them I say good- 
bye—they’ve been a joy to me. I’ve had 
more than any man that ever lived, and 
life owes me nothing. I’ve had work I 
loved, and I’ve lived in a beautiful place 
among congenial friends. I’ve had love in 
its highest form and I’ve got it forever. 
... I can see now that death is just the 
smallest thing—just an incident—that it 
means nothing. There’s no real break— 
God is there—and life—and all that really 
counts in life—goes on!” 
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Two kinds of people ought to read this 
work. Those who think too much in this 
area, and there are a great many such; 
and those who think too little, or not at 
all, for there are days coming when 
either in their own minds or in the minds 
of their friends they will need to have the 
distillations of the best thinking any of 
us can do, or life’s problems just overcome 
one. Furthermore, if we are not greatly 
mistaken, it is in meditating on the great 
purposes of God that individuals get their 
inspirations. The purposeless life is one 
without such thinking, since -it must be 
based on a purposeless world, and there- 
fore a world in which God is not vitally 
concerned. —C.H.R. 
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CHARLES WOLFE BERRY 


Elder Berry was born April 15, in the 
year 18638, in our city of Akron, O., ‘and was 
called quite suddenly from this earthly 
life, Nov. 29 just past, at the age of 72 
years, 7 months and 14 days. The de- 
ceased was the son of George C. and Anna 
Wheeler Berry, pioneers of Summit Coun- 
ty, and he himself a life-long resident of 
Akron. He entered business with his father 
in the year 1888 in the firm known as 
“Berry and Son,’ Merchants of Carpets 
and Chinaware. Since 1896 he was con- 
nected with the McNeil Boiler Company, 
and since 1899 has been its Secretary- 
Treasurer, 

Brother Berry has‘ been president of the 
Board of Education, as well as oceupied 
many other prominent civic positions. His 
outstanding joy was his interest in Grace 
Reformed Church, where he served as 
Elder for more than 30 years. For the 
past 12 years Mr. Berry has been vice- 
chairman of the Official Board, and for 
almost as many years president of its 
Board of Trustees. It was his constant 
hope that Grace Church always go for- 
ward. 

He united in marriage with Miss Romina 
Bauer Oct. 26, 1900. And he himself shared 
in a wonderful home these 35 years. He 
is survived by his widow; also by two 
daughters, Margaret, now Mrs. Blake 
Womer; and Lillian, now Mrs. Bjorn 
Bjornstad; as well as by 3 sisters, and 
3 grand-children. No word can express 
how much we shall miss Elder (‘Charles 
Berry in Church and community, but his 
faith goes marching on. It is our prayer 
“that all who knew him may want to be 
like him.” —O. W. H. 


ELDER GEORGE L. SEAL 


Salem Church, Harrisburg, deeply mourns 
the loss of a consecrated leader in the 
work of the local Church, as well as in 
broader denominational aspects of the 
Kingdom service, in the passing of Elder 
George L. Seal. Accompanied by his 
family on a vacation trip through the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
he was stricken at Lexington, Virginia, 
and removed to the hospital there, where 
he passed to his reward on Oct. 21st. 


Elder Seal was born near Millersburg, 
Pa., where he taught in the publie schools 
for a period of five years. He early asso- 
ciated himself with the G. R. Kinney Com- 
pany, as manager of stores in Wilkes- 
Barre and Altoona, later removing to 
Harrisburg (1920) to assume charge of 
the buying and distributing of rubber 
footwear for the Kinney stores. He was 
a director of the company for many years, 
and retired“from active business in 1930. 


He was affiliated with many business and 
civic organizations—a member of the vari- 
ous Masonie bodies, a director of the 
Polyclinic Hospital of Harrisburg, and, 
at the time of his death, was on the ticket 
for School Director of "the city. 


His highest interest, however, was in 
his Church, andin whatever community 
he resided, he at once affiliated with the 
Church, and gave his service and leader- 
ship unqualifiedly. Serving as Deacon and 
Elder in Christ Church of Altoona, upon 
removal to Harrisburg, he was elected 
Deacon in Salem Church in 1925 and Elder 
in 1928. He served in many capacities in 
Church and Chureh School, often repre- 
sented his Church at various gatherings, 
civic and ecclesiastical, and was a mem- 
ber of the committee in charge of the 
extensive renovations and additions to 
Salem Church in 1929-30. Sympathetic, 
modest, a clear thinker and splendid. ad- 
ministrator—his leadership was ever an 
inspiration to pastor and people. He will 
be greatly ‘missed. 


His generous support and wise leader- 
ship will also be missed in the larger 
cireles of the Church’s activity. He was 
a member of the Board of Managers of 
Bethany Orphans’ Home, manifesting the 
greatest interest and love in this service. 
He also served as a member of the Boards 
of Trustees of Catawba and Hood Col- 
leges, and of the Board of Councilors of 
Massanutten Academy. He was vitally 
interested in every phase of the Church’s 
activity and gave generously of his.means 
for the advancement of every worthy 
cause. He was a “life-subscriber” to the 
“Messenger.” 

He was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Weaver of Millersburg, who survives 
with a daughter, Mrs. William Schuster, 
of Indiana, Pa. Funeral services were held 
at the late home, at which Drs. Oswin 8. 
Frantz and J. Hamilton Smith, former pas- 
tors of the deceased, assisted the pastor of 
Salem, Dr. J. N. Le Van. ‘Interment was 
made in Oak Hill Cemetery at Millers- 
burg, Pa. “Servant of God, well done!” 


—J.N.L. 


LEE A. SHERRILL 


Lee A. Sherrill, 56, prominent business 
man of Newton and Catawba Co., N. C., 
dropped dead of a heart attack Monday 
night, Nov. 25, at 8.30, while he was chat- 
ting with friends in the Coley service 
station. 


Mr. Sherrill sufered a peculiar attack, 
thought to have been caused by acute in- 
digestion, about 3 weeks prior to his death. 
He recovered rapidly, however, and re- 
turned to his work within a few days. 
Since his recovery he had appeared to be 
in good health, and just before his death, 
was in his usual jovial mood. 


Mr. Sherrill was a native of the Moun- 
tain Creek township of Catawba Co., a 
son of the late Powell and Anne Howard 
Sherrill, pioneer Catawba Co. citizens. 
After coming to Newton he married Miss 
Ella Bost of the St. James section near 
Newton, daughter of the late Perry Bost. 
He had been connected with the George 
Moose Hardware Co. for 30 years and was 
one of the best known and most highly 
respected business men in Newton. 


Surviving are his widow and two chil- 
dren, Mrs. Horaee Isenhower, of Con- 
over, and Fred Sherrill, of Newton; one 
grandchild, one brother and 4 sisters. Bear- 
ing testimony of the esteem in which he 
was held, all Newton stores and business 
firms closed their doors during the funeral 
services, held at the residence on N. Main 
Ave., Nov. 27, at' 10.30 A. M. His pastor, 
Rev. Carl H. Clapp, of Grace Church, offi- 
ciated, assisted by Rev. C. C. Wagoner, of 
Conover. “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
and “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere” were 
sung at the services, which were followed 
by interment in East View Cemetery. 


MRS. SARAH A. WHITLINGER 
Mrs. Sarah A. Whitlinger, aged 91 years 


and 9 months, passed away Sunday morn- 


ing, Nov. 24, at 8.30 A. M., at her hom 
in Apollo, Pa. She was born Feb. 17, 
1844, on a farm about 2 miles from Leee hn 
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rest 
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burg, Pa., Armstrong County, and spent — 
the eariy part or her life on the farm. 
Shortly after her marriage she came to 
Apollo, Pa., residing there ever since. She 
was the oldest member of the First Church, 
Apollo, Pa., and was a very faithful at- 
tendant at the services until physical 
weakness and failing eye-sight made it 
impossible. But until the last she was — : 
interested in her Church and its activities; 
She was also a constant reader of the ; 
“Messenger,” until failing eyesight for- 
bade the strain. Mrs. Whitlinger was 
taken sick Nov. 19, and lingered but 57°97 | 
days. Her familiar saying was “When- 
ever my Lord calls me, I am ready.” She 
is survived by 3 daughters: Mrs. Carrie 
Rowley, Apollo, Pa., Mrs. Margaret Giles, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Irene Whitlinger, Apollo, 
Pa.; also by 4 sons, W. F., F. Ry G.- Tay ae 
and J. M., all of Apollo, Pa., also a sister, © 9 


Miss Hannah Orris, of Leechburg, Pa. 2 
Funeral services were held Noy. 26, in the ih 
First Church, by her pastor, Rev. Je geae ly eee 


Gilbert. She will be missed by her ate aes 
dren, Church, neighbors, friends, and com- — 
munity. SSG. 


CHRISTIAN L. C. LAMPE 


Christian Lewis Conrad Lampe, of F 
erick, Maryland, died November 22, | 
87 years, 5 months and 22 days. He 
born in Engelnstedt, Germany, May 
1848. He came as a boy with his parent: 
and located in Frederick. He was edu 
cated in the public schools and in 
erick College. Later he engaged i 
grocery business and then becam 
travelling representative of a ch 
manufacturing company of Brooklyn 
Y. Retiring from business in 19 cae 
Lampe resided with his family in F 
erick, deeply interested in the con 
of whith, he was an honored citizer 


He was confirmed in St. John’s 
Reformed Church, Frederick, and, i 
ary, 1872, was received by letter in 
membership of the Evangelical Ref 
Chureh. Of this Church he was a 
and useful member for 65 years; a 
ber of the Men’s Bible Class and ‘ 
Monocacy ‘Club (the Men’s Club o 
congregation), and always to be d 
upon to support every interest of th 
gregation and of the dence 
which it belonged. 


Although he was well past 1 aur 
years in age, Mr. Lampe was ev 
in spirit. “His hair was as 
wool, but his eyes were a m 
He could say with the Psa 
hath renewed my youth like the « 
Many a man has wished he could W 
like Christian Lampe. Some one ss 
him, “He was one of the friendli 
I ever knew.” That is why he 
greatly missed in Frederick, Anoth 
in speaking of him, “What thi 
needs is just the art of being k 
Mr. Lampe had that art.” 

He was married to Miss Mary ] 
in 1871. She survives, with the f 
children, Miss May C., Freder 
G. Oscar Rhoads, Frederick; 
Lampe, Philadelphia; Rev. Dr. 
E. Lampe, Philadelphia; and | 
Lampe, Washington. Fifteen — 
dren and 8 great-grandehildren 
vive. vi? 
The funeral was held from his _ 
on Monday morning, Nov. 25, 
by his pastor, Rev. Henri L. 
with interment in Mount Olive’ 
There was an escort from Ei 
Molay Commandery, and, fol! 
burial service of the Chureh, t 
read the ritual of the Masonic 
by the officers of Columbia Le 

So ended a beautiful é 


“hours later. in h 
dead » 


